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Among the reasons that Miami-Dade County was chosen as a 2012 Broad Prize finalist: 
 
• A greater percentage of Hispanic and Black students reached advanced academic levels in Miami-

Dade than in other urban districts in Florida.  In 2011, the percentage of Miami-Dade’s Hispanic 
students performing at the highest achievement levels (Levels 4 and 5) ranked in the top 30 percent 
statewide compared with Hispanic students in other Florida districts. Miami-Dade’s Hispanic students 
outperformed their peers in reading and math at all school levels (elementary, middle, and high school) and 
in elementary and middle school science. Between 2008 and 2011, Miami-Dade was also more successful 
than at least 70 percent of Florida districts at increasing the percentage of Black students who performed at 
the highest achievement levels in elementary and high school reading, math, and science.  For example, the 
percentage of Miami-Dade’s Black students performing at the highest achievement levels in elementary 
school math increased by 6 percentage points, while the average increase for other Florida districts was 4 
percentage points.  

 
• Black and Hispanic graduation rates increased faster in Miami-Dade than in other urban districts 

nationally.  Miami-Dade’s Black and Hispanic graduation rates, as shown by the average of three nationally 
recognized graduation rate estimation methods, both increased 14 percentage points from 2006 to 2009. 

 
• Increased percentage of students participating in college readiness exams – and their scores – more 

than other urban districts nationally.  Between 2008 and 2011, participation rates and scores on the SAT 
exam simultaneously increased for all students in Miami-Dade, as well as for Black and Hispanic students 
separately.  For example, SAT participation by Hispanic students increased 6 percentage points and SAT 
scores increased 15 points during this period. 

 
Miami-Dade County returns as a finalist for the fifth year, having been a finalist in 2006, 2007, 2008 and 
2011—tying the record of Broad Prize winners Boston Public Schools and the Long Beach Unified School 
District.   
 
Over the next two months, teams of educational researchers and practitioners led by the education consulting 
company RMC Research Corporation will conduct a four-day site visit in each finalist district using a research-
based rubric for district quality to gather qualitative information, interview district administrators, conduct focus 
groups with teachers and principals and observe classrooms. The teams will also interview parents, community 
leaders, school board members and union representatives. A selection jury of prominent individuals from 
business, industry, education and public service will then choose the winning school district after reviewing both 
the student achievement data and the qualitative site visit reports.  
 
Recent Broad Prize winners were Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, N.C. (2011), Gwinnett County Public 
Schools outside Atlanta (2010), and the Aldine Independent School District near Houston (2009).    
 
For more information about The Broad Prize, please visit www.broadprize.org. 
 
Founded by self-made entrepreneur Eli Broad and his wife Edythe, both graduates of Detroit Public Schools, 
The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation is a philanthropy that seeks to ensure that every student in an urban public 
school has the opportunity to succeed.  Bringing together top education experts and practitioners, the foundation 
funds system-wide programs and policies that strengthen public schools by creating environments that allow 
good teachers to do great work and enable students of all backgrounds to learn and thrive.  The Broad 
Foundation’s Internet address is www.broadeducation.org, and updates are available on Twitter 
@broadfoundation.    

 
# # # 


