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FROM CANTOR TO PSALMIST 



FROM READING TO SUNG PRAYER 

FROM SUNG PRAYER 
TO RITUAL RESPONSE 

The Responsorial Psalm follows the first reading and is an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word. After hearing 

and taking to heart God’s word, all respond with words that are themselves God-given. Words that have expressed 

the faith of God’s people over the centuries are selected by the Church to express the appropriate response, 

whether of wonder and praise, repentance and sorrow, hope and trust, or joy and exultation.  



               

FROM RITUAL RESPONSE  
TO PROCLAMATION 

   



       

   

   

       

Proclamation takes place when the conviction of the speaker makes present God’s love in such a way that the 

hearers are also moved to love. Proclamation, then, ultimately is that which makes present the reality of the Pas-

chal Mystery. It has power to transform because it engages the assembly in a self-involving response. In other 

words, proclamation by its very nature concerns both speaker and hearers in a dialectic activity that surpasses the 

ritual moment.
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IMPLICATIONS  
FOR PSALMIST AND ASSEMBLY 
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