
 

 Legislative Link 
 A legislative update provided by the United Way of Florida 
 

 
  

AArree  tthhee  SSttaarrss  AAlliiggnneedd  ffoorr  SScchhooooll  RReeaaddiinneessss??  
 

For more than two decades: 

 the Florida Association of Child Care Management (FACCM) and its partners have been the nemesis of 
United Way and our partners … and we Theirs; 

 FACCM has opposed early learning policy improvements at the heart of Our agenda … and we Theirs; 

 We have effectively thwarted Their major policy initiatives … and they Ours; and 

 We and They have failed to play in the same advocacy sandbox. 
 

As a result, All have failed the families and children we purportedly serve. 

This is not acceptable. 
 
Finally, in what had not seemed possible for decades until recently, We and They are getting Our bearings in 
the same sandbox. 
 
The Florida Partnership for Children and the Early Learning Advocacy Group – supported through the vision 
and generosity of the Helios Foundation and United Way Suncoast – comprise the largest collaborative of early 
learning advocates and experts ever assembled, representing the majority of virtually every sector of the 
industry: funders; for-profit, non-profit, and faith-based providers; early learning experts and administrators; 
and child care owners and operators. 
 
The partnering organizations do not agree 100 percent with one another on all policy positions.  However, for 
the first time we are finding common ground.  This may not sound like much, but for those who know the ways 
of Tallahassee – advocates, Legislators, Legislative staff – it is huge; both novel and a welcome relief.   
 
Not only are advocates finally together, but the Legislative lead on early learning this session is the House 
Education Committee Chair, who charged each of her 15 Committee members to visit with an Early Learning 
Coalition director, board member and provider.  Representative Marlene O’Toole has brought a no-nonsense, 
feet-on-the-ground approach to addressing early learning issues, focused on “what’s best for the kids”.  Her 
Committee has energetically taken on the yoke. 
 
Advocates representing every major early learning sector working together.  A dedicated Committee Chair focused 
on the children and families we serve.  A Committee more well-versed on the issues than perhaps any has been.   
 
The stars seem to be aligned, more so than at any time in memory.  This is good (obviously) … But will it mean 
good things for kids? 
 
Legislators, much like judges in the Third Branch, are arbiters of society’s most contentious issues.  This year, 
for the first time in early learning advocacy history, Legislators will not be forced into the difficult position of 
deciding which early learning advocacy group is right or wrong.  Instead they will consider unified positions put 
forth by a coalition representing the majority of early learning funders, experts, and providers. 
 
Chair O’Toole and the House Education Committee, Senate Education Committee Chair John Legg and his 
committee colleagues, and Legislators on both sides of the Capitol corridor will do their jobs this session.  They 
will listen and they will do what is best for their constituents.  Hopefully, they recognize that the collaborative 
recommendations best serve their constituents.  We believe they do. 
 

 

For additional information, please contact  
the United Way of Florida at:  (850) 488-8276. 


