
 

 
 
         FACT SHEET 
          Educational Impact 
 
Parents and other taxpayers overwhelmingly support the availability and funding of afterschool 
programs within their communities. This public demand is driven partly by the shared desire to 
prepare children academically, ensuring a skilled and competent workforce that can keep pace in 
the global marketplace. There is a well-established and ever increasing body of research 
supporting the positive impacts of afterschool programs on the academic success of children and 
youth.  Yet, almost 750,000 (25%) of Florida’s K-12 youth are responsible for taking care of 
themselves after school.  These children spend an average of 15 hours per week unsupervised 
afterschool. Below is a brief summary of those impacts in three key areas: 
 
Academic Achievement: Grades and Academic Test Scores/Gains 
 
Attendance at quality afterschool programs has been linked to higher test scores, greater gains in 
scores, and upward shifts in proficiency levels on standardized test scores. 
 

 The Legislative Office of Program Policy Analysis and Governmental Accountability 
(OPPAGA) found that elementary and middle school participants in the Boys and Girls 
Clubs performed better on the FCAT in reading (elementary school only) and math at 
grade level versus a comparison group of students who were not in quality afterschool 
programs. 

 
 Florida TaxWatch study of Boys and Girls Clubs: gains on reading and math 

standardized test scores. 
 

 Tampa Metropolitan YMCA: gains in scores on standardized reading math tests. 
 

 National Institute on Out of School Time (NIOST) evaluation of Jacksonville TEAM UP: 
gains on standardized tests of reading and math. 
 

 Ounce of Prevention evaluation of YMCA Reads: reading improvement across the board 
regardless of grade level, gender, or race. 

 
 University of Florida evaluation of Florida’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers: 

higher math and reading scores on standardized tests. 
 

 
 



School Attendance, Retention, and Graduation  
 
Students attending afterschool programs are found to have greater rates of regular school day 
attendance, are more likely to experience on-time grade promotion, and are more likely to 
graduate from high school. Some examples of these findings include: 
 

 Florida TaxWatch evaluation of Florida Boys and Girls Clubs: lower school drop-out and 
absenteeism rates. 
 

 National Institute on Out of School Time (NIOST) evaluation Jacksonville TEAM UP: 
fewer school absences and improved promotion rates.  

 
 University of Florida evaluation of Florida’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers:  

improved school day attendance rates for elementary and middle school students. 
 

 Ounce of Prevention evaluation of YMCA Reads: classroom teachers reported attendance  
as excellent for 92% - 93% of students. 

 
School Engagement and Motivation 
 
Participation in afterschool programs has been associated with improvement in students’ feelings 
and attitudes toward school; confidence in their learning abilities; improved classroom 
participation; and increased homework completion. Example findings include: 
 

 University of Florida evaluation of Florida 21st Century Community Learning Centers: 
coming to school ready to learn; increased likelihood of turning in homework on time and 
completing homework to teachers satisfaction; attending class regularly; and more likely 
to participate in class. 

 
 Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL) study of 73 

programs: improved school bonding (feelings and attitudes toward school).  
 

 California’s After School Education and Safety Program: more positive attitudes toward 
school,; enhanced confidence about learning; and increased educational aspirations. 
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