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The saga continues as Florida lawmakers consider if and how they will implement key components of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA), more commonly known as ObamaCare.  During the 2013 
Session, Legislators face three major decisions revolving around ACA implementation: 

 whether to set up a state exchange that will act as an online clearinghouse for consumers to purchase 
health insurance; 

 how to align state insurance regulations with federal health law; and 

 whether to expand Medicaid to an estimated 900,000 people currently without any health coverage. 
 
The dye is cast on the first two bullets, as state leaders have opted to let the Feds set up the exchange and are 
working on alignment.  The third bullet however - Medicaid expansion - may end up being the most 
contentious, explosive, and expensive issue considered this session.  The defining issue. 
 
Governor Scott, reversing a long-held position, supports expansion.  The House select committee considering 
ACA has voted to oppose expansion, along party lines.  The Senate select committee is exploring a hybrid, 
where Medicaid-eligible people could purchase health coverage from private sector insurance companies 
rather than through the government-run Medicaid program. 
 
Many would prefer a private sector solution.  However, going with insurance companies rather than with 
Medicaid could cost up to 50 percent more, according to some estimates. 
 
House Republicans and other opponents contend expansion will be too expensive, that Medicaid is a broken 
program unable to handle an influx of almost a million people, and that the generous expansion subsidy 
provided by Congress could easily evaporate in coming years. 
 
Proponents contend implementing expansion will jump start a moribund state economy, will help hundreds of 
thousands of people have a better quality of life, and will save Florida taxpayers billions of dollars in coming years. 
 
What would Medicaid expansion do? 

 

Medicaid expansion would extend coverage to about 900,000 people with incomes up to 138 percent of the 
federal poverty level, about $15,000 for an individual, $29,000 for a family of four.  Florida currently has 
varying income thresholds for Medicaid enrollment, but one of the biggest effects of the expansion would be 
to allow childless adults to enroll. That group is largely shut out of the program now. 

 
What will the Legislature decide? 
 

Who knows? 
 

Because of leadership’s loathing of government health care and their interest in supporting the private 
sector, one option under discussion is an Arkansas-like model taking shape in that state.  Three weeks ago, 
Arkansas received a waiver from the federal government allowing it to provide Medicaid expansion dollars to 
people to use to purchase private insurance, funneling them away form Medicaid. But the concept is new, 
has not been fully implemented, and is subject to a multitude of questions and concerns. 
 

Next Week: What will Medicaid expansion cost? 
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