
Catching Up with Algorithms  

By Elizabeth Ovelman, Marketing Director, Starlight Racing 


With the Kentucky Derby trail heating up, I made a stop at Claiborne 
Farm in Paris, KY on March 20 to catch up with Algorithms, Starlight’s 
2012 Derby hopeful. Algorithms burst onto the Derby scene last year 
after winning the G3 Holy Bull Stakes at Gulfstream Park. However, he 
never made it into the gate on the first Saturday in May, as he was 
scratched the morning of the Fountain of Youth with a splint injury and 
never ran again. Algorithms retired undefeated to legendary Claiborne 
Farm, where he is beginning his new career as a stallion. 



At Claiborne I met with David McIlrath, an 8-year member of Claiborne’s stallion team who has been 
taking care of Algorithms since he arrived at the farm last October. David, who also worked with War 
Front and First Samurai when they came off of the track said, “I knew he would be a neat horse to work 
with from the beginning. When he arrived he had 60 days of stall rest with only 10 minutes of hand 
walking a day, and he handled that well.” When I asked him about Algorithms’ personality, he described 
the horse as “playful and well-mannered.” He’s very athletic and is still carrying a fair amount of muscle 
– or as David said, he still has to “let down some.” 
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As for how his new career is going, David said he has been very popular with breeders, with as many as 
10-12 prospective breeders viewing him per day last fall. David said, “He is enjoying his new job. He’s 
very professional. Every time we’ve taught him to do something he picks up on it quickly.” Algorithms 
breeds twice a day, at 8:00 am and 3:00 pm, with paddock turn-out during the day. He takes an afternoon 
nap in the sunny part of his paddock each day, and he enjoys being out with a view of the other stallions 
and foaling mares nearby. But when they bring him in, he knows it’s time to “go to work,” as he excitedly 
walks circles in his stall and looks out the window. As David said, “He’s very comfortable and he’s 
enjoying his job,” which was evident in his peaceful demeanor and his dappled coat. 


A few other fun facts about Algorithms, according to David: “He’s a huge eater. He eats hay all day long, 
and his feed. When it’s feed time, he’s on it.” He also doesn’t like peppermints, the universal horse treat. 
David said, “He cracks them open with his teeth, then spits them out.” Algorithms will likely breed 
100-120 mares and end up with a close to full book for his first season. 


As I was walking out, David took me by Claiborne’s breeding shed. This structure has produced 19 
Kentucky Derby winners, 22 Preakness Stakes winners, 23 Belmont Stakes winners, 30+ Breeders’ Cup 
winners, and 6 of the 11 Triple Crown winners (Gallant Fox, Omaha, Whirlaway, Count Fleet, Secretariat 
and Seattle Slew). We hope that the legacy of such past champions passes on with each trip that 
Algorithms makes to the breeding shed. 

Finally, I would like to thank Dell Hancock, Bernie Sams, David McIlrath and the staff at Claiborne for 
sharing Algorithms and your beautiful farm with me. We will look forward to seeing Algorithm’s first 
foals next spring!   

--- Elizabeth Ovelman
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