
Meeting Shanghai Bobby’s Family 

By Elizabeth Ovelman, Marketing Director, Starlight Racing 
 
On a mission to trace the roots of Shanghai Bobby’s personality and talent, I traveled to 
Lexington, KY on Saturday, February 9th to meet Bobby’s Mom and Dad. I visited his 
breeder, Stonehaven Steadings, and WinStar Farm, home of Harlan’s Holiday. Thanks to 
the tremendous generosity of the staff at both farms, I was able to get a good idea of the 
influences on Bobby's character.  
 
1st Stop: Stonehaven Steadings 

Stonehaven Steadings is a quaint 120-acre farm in Versailles, KY, owned by Jeff and Chiquita 

Reddoch. I met with Farm Manager Colby Marks, who has been with Stonehaven Steadings since its 

beginning…as he said, "I'm the first person Bobby ever saw." He introduced me to Bobby's 

dam, Steelin' - she's a good-sized bay mare, very pretty and correct. Colby described her as calm and 

smart...she has a dominating presence about her. She was a stakes winner and her dam was a full- 

sister to Grade I winner City Band, so definite class in the family. Bobby was her first foal - he was born 

on the farm on February 27, 2010, in the smaller of two modest-sized barns. Colby said he was a large 

foal, forward, intelligent and calm. He said Steelin' was a good mom, and when I asked Colby what 

Bobby was like growing up, he laughed and said he was a  "character"...playful and liked to escape and 

run back to the barn! Bobby was on the farm until he was sold to Starlight Racing at the Keeneland 

September yearling sale in 2011. Steelin' had a foal by Broken Vow in 2011 that died shortly after birth, 

and in 2012 she produced a full sister to Shanghai Bobby. They gave her the year off so she will not 

have a 2013 foal, but will be bred to Bernardini this year. Colby graciously offered to keep me posted 

on what's happening with her. 

 

 

 

    Bobby’s Dam, Steelin’ at Stonehaven Steadings 



Next I got to meet Bobby's baby sister! She's very pretty - a good-sized bay filly, calm and smart like 

Mom and very inquisitive. After meeting Harlan's Holiday later on, I definitely think she looks like him, 

as did the people at WinStar. It is to be determined if she will be sold or retained by Stonehaven 

Steadings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Stop: WinStar Farm 

Following my visit to Stonehaven Steadings, I made the short drive over to beautiful WinStar Farm to 

meet Bobby's sire, Harlan's Holiday. While there I spoke with two members of WinStar's stallion crew 

about "Harley," as they call him around the barn (like the motorcycle, because he likes to go!). 

According to his groom Luis, he is very calm and agreeable in his stall, but when it's time to do his job 

he gets feisty and likes to bite. He gets ridden most days by a man named Joe, who said he's a 

"workhorse" - he pulls Joe around and Joe has to work to slow him down. He likes to run in his paddock 

and can be a challenge turning out as he wants to go before they turn him loose! And he doesn't like 

being caught…sometimes it takes 2 people to catch him, although Joe says he can be lured with mints 

(his favorite treat). 

 
 

Bobby’s Full Sister, at Stonehaven Steadings 

Bobby’s Sire, Harlan’s Holiday at WinStar Farm Harlan’s Holiday at WinStar 



 

So, putting it all together...having met Bobby, I think he gets his good sense, inquisitive nature and 

level-headedness from Mom, his playfulness, stamina and determination from Dad, and perhaps his 

athleticism from both. As witnessed in several of Bobby's races, and in Park City's recent victory, it 

appears Harlan's Holiday passes his persevering nature and steadfast fortitude to his progeny. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Colby Marks and Jeff and Chiquita Reddoch at Stonehaven Steadings; and 

Leanna Packard, Luis and Joe on the stallion crew, and the staff at WinStar Farm. I appreciate you 

opening your doors to me and sharing these very special horses that produced one very special horse 

for Starlight. 

 

--- Elizabeth Ovelman 


