
AAP-CA 2012  Advocacy Highlights for Chapter Reports 
 
Overview: 
California faced an estimated $25.4 billion dollar deficit for the 2011-2012 fiscal 
year, the largest of any U.S. state. Unfortunately, this potential shortfall created a 
“can’t do” attitude among many California policymakers—the feeling that any bill 
proposal that might cost money to the state was dead on arrival. It is against this 
backdrop that our Chapter stood as a determined champion for children’s health 
and well-being and for the viability of pediatric practice, successfully enacting a 
sponsored high-priority bill relating to vaccines and many other bills across a wide 
spectrum of pediatric issues!  
 
AAP-CA Advocacy Successes 2012: 
 
1.  AAP-CA-SPONSORED BILL AB 2109 ENACTED TO STRENGTHEN 
CALIFORNIA’S VACCINE PERSONAL BELIEF EXEMPTION STATUTE  

This important new law will require that any California family requesting a 
Personal Belied Exemption (PBE) from one or more vaccines required for school 
entry to submit a form signed by a health care provider, as specified (MD, DO, NP, 
PA, naturopathic practitioner or school nurse) documenting that the family has 
received information on the benefits and risks of immunizations, as well as on the 
consequences to others in the community should they develop a vaccine-
preventable disease and expose susceptible individuals.  

Authored by Assembly member Richard Pan, MD FAAP, this new statute is 
expected to decrease the number of “convenience exemptions” by those families 
who are not adamantly opposed to vaccines, but who presently find it easier to sign 
an exemption form in the school office than to spend the time it takes to get their 
child the vaccine(s). (Note: In signing the form, a pediatrician or other health care 
provider is documenting that the family received the appropriate information; the 
healthcare provider is not endorsing any decision by the family not to vaccinate.) 

Our Chapter pediatricians were active in grass-roots actions in support of this bill, 
including emails, letters and calls to policymakers, and providing in-person 
testimony at hearings in Sacramento. The anti-vaccine lobby was out in full force 
in opposition, and it was only through the reasoned, evidence-based voice of our 
AAP members that we were able to see this important legislation enacted this year. 

 



2. SEVEN AAP-CA SUPPORTED BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW 

In addition to our sponsored bill above, AAP-CA advocacy resulted in 
enactment of the following, bills important to children and pediatricians 
 
AB 1451 (Hayashi) 
Existing law states the intent of the Legislature to establish a California High 
School Coaching Education and Training Program, administered by school 
districts; this bill includes a basic understanding of the signs and symptoms of 
concussions and the appropriate response to concussions within the description of 
training.  
 
AB 1452 (Hill) 
This bill requires hospitals at the time a child under eight years of age is discharged 
to provide and discuss contact information relating to obtaining, at no cost or low 
cost, assistance relating to child passenger restraint systems. 
 
AB 1640 (Mitchell) 
This bill supports nutrition and good health for pregnant women and their fetuses 
by simplifying enrollment for pregnant women in CalWorks and CalFresh 
programs (California’s cash assistance and food stamps programs). 
 
AB 2009 (Galgiani) 
Regarding the state provided flu vaccinations, this bill would eliminate the priority 
previously used, which gave priority first for all persons 60 years of age of older. 
The bill would allow the state to provide guidance to local agencies as to whether 
one or more population groups are to have priority for the flu vaccine offered 
through this program, including children, as specified. 
 
AB 2386 (Allen) 
This bill promotes breastfeeding by adding it to the list of factors that cannot be 
discriminated against in housing and employment. 
 
ACR 105 (Hayashi) 
This measure would declare the month of February 2012 as Children’s Dental 
Health Month, including recognition that for the first time in 40 years tooth decay 
in young children is on the rise in the United States and awareness and intervention 
must increase. 
 
 



SB 1172 (Lieu) 
Consistent with National AAP statements in this area, this new law bans 
potentially harmful “conversion therapy” designed to change the sexual orientation 
of minors under age 18. 
 
3. AAP-CA STATE LEGISLATIVE DAY 2012 
 
In April 2012, our Chapter joined the other California Chapters of the AAP, 
together with the California Community Pediatrics and Legislative Advocacy 
Training Collaborative, the LA Healthcare Provider Alliance for Children and the 
California Medical Association to bring over 100 pediatricians and pediatric 
residents to Sacramento. Speakers included Governor Jerry Brown and State 
Attorney General Kamala Harris. Our attendees visited our local legislative 
legislators to advise them that our Chapter is a “24/7” resource to them on issues of 
child health and well-being, willing to help in the development of bills and to 
answer questions on any bills that come before them. This provided our 
pediatricians a wonderful opportunity to engage actively in advocacy to make a 
real difference for their patients and their practice. 


