
Episcopal News Service article on The Very Rev. James Munroe continued 

“He’s a model for me of how the Lord connects to us,” Munroe told ENS. “I’m so thankful for 

this picture of somebody who’s a good guy [with] a wonderful heart for whom there were 

disasters and who just totally blew it, who comes to the point of no excuses … and found at that 

lowest point unconditional forgiveness and love. 

“I don’t see the real action of God starting from anywhere but that spot,” he said. “God save me 

from a church full of victorious Christian saints. Give me a church full of disasters who are 

finding amazing grace.” 

Part of his role as dean is guiding congregants and the community through disasters, both local 

and more far-reaching. During his time in Springfield, such events have ranged from the Sept. 11 

terrorist attacks in 2001 to a tornado that tore through the city a year ago and a gas explosion that 

flattened buildings several months ago to the April 15 bombings at the 2013 Boston Marathon. 

His first role when such events occur is with the cathedral congregation: “Embrace the 

experience and address it and provide a place for people to acknowledge the fear and the pain 

and pay attention to it,” he said. His second role, as dean and often in conjunction with the 

bishop, is saying: “What can we be doing right away?” 

“After 9-11, there were instantaneously some [worship] services at the cathedral, and then in the 

weeks following lots of gatherings with rabbis and imams talking together,” he said. “So there’s 

a more diocesanwide role of offering worship and offering forums.” 

The importance of interfaith dialogue and cooperation at such times is “huge,” he said. “We’re 

thankful to have a wonderful local rabbi and a very terrific imam and some other people involved 

in the mosque who are eager when these things happen to meet with us and to present a front of 

brotherhood and sisterhood in the face of all the fears that come crashing to the surface 

instantly.” 
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