
 
WASHINGTON, DC —OWL, the National Council of Women’s Organizations and other coalitions 

focused on strengthening Social Security are now mounting a campaign demanding Alan K. Simpson 

resign.   
 

Simpson, a former Senator for Wyoming and current co-chair of the National Commission on Fiscal Re-

sponsibility and Reform, was appointed by Obama to lead an effort to solve the nation's deficit trouble, 

but it is clear he is not fit for the job.  He is an embarrassment, and his numerous actions, including the e

-mail sent yesterday, show that he is, in fact, not fit to produce productive, unbiased recommendations 

about some of our most valued national programs.   
 

In an email to Ashley Carson, OWL Executive Director, Simpson refers to Social Security as “a milk 

cow with 310 million tits.”  Simpson also insults her intelligence, and claims she doesn’t do “honest 

work.”  This kind of language plainly displays a complete disregard not only for women and seniors, but 

for the American workers who pay into Social Security throughout their working lives, and who receive 

benefits they earned through their own contributions.  Taking those benefits when a worker can no 

longer work is not “milking the system.”   It’s our money, and we deserve it. 
 

Ashley Carson states: “This kind of blatant disrespect for women, and for the social fabric of our coun-

try, has no place in a serious discussion about our deficit. Mr. Simpson’s fifteen minutes of sexism and 

degradation are over.  Now is the time for serious people to have serious conversations about how to 

move our nation forward, protecting the men and women who have worked their whole lives to make 

this country great.” 

 

But Simpson is just one cog in a Commission that is fundamentally undemocratic.  Serious decisions 

about programs that provide health care and retirement security should not be shifted away from the 

elected Members of Congress, who answer to their constituents, to a select group of political insid-

ers.  And forcing Congress to vote on whatever recommendations the Commission makes - without the 

ability to debate and amend the recommendations - flies in the face of democracy. 
 

Alan Simpson must be removed, but we should not forget that he is just one sexist, disrespectful and 

embarrassing component of a process that usurps the rights of citizens to hold their elected representa-

tive accountable.  OWL looks forward to a serious, respectful, and honest debate in both Houses of Con-

gress about the real causes of the deficit, and real solutions.  Alan Simpson and the President’s Commis-

sion are not part of the real solutions Americans need. 
 

Please join us in calling for Simpson’s resignation by signing our petition. 
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