
“Nothing is Impossible, Because You’re Worth It!” 

Building self-esteem, leadership, and sustainable communities has been a primary goal of Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners 

(W/NP) since its inception in 1965. This people-to-people international volunteer organization facilitates nearly 100 

active programs throughout the state of Wisconsin and the country of Nicaragua including empowerment, leadership, 

learning centers, youth, sports, lending libraries, firefighters, agriculture, health, cultural diversity, kitchen gardens, 

potable water, micro-lending, and humanitarian assistance. The learning center program is one of the earliest and most 

utilized. 

In 1979, rural Nicaraguan women were desperate for training to earn income while remaining in their communities to 

care for their families.   In 1982, two W/NP female volunteers, a Wisconsinite and a Nicaraguan, secured resources and 

trainers from the two countries and began a sewing center outside Managua, Nicaragua. There women learned sewing 

skills and began producing merchandise for local sale.  That center was the first of 71 currently-active learning centers 

now in Nicaragua.  These centers offer training in a variety of commercial skills such as sewing, knitting, baking, beauty, 

and crafts as well as basic business principles.  In 2010 alone, 1,485 women attended with 689 graduates from 13 

learning centers. The impact on the lives of the participants, their families, and their communities has been very 

significant.  As one graduate describes the program’s success, “now I eat every day.” 

Some participants, like Ulda, have become coordinators of Learning Centers.                 In Ulda’s words: 

 “I am a disabled person; I had a core spinal problem and 

have been in a wheelchair for 5 years.  With great effort I managed 

to get ahead by being integrated into the workshops of Wisconsin as 

are the women in my learning 

center as well.  Women who 

are also struggling to continue 

forwards through the different 

training received at my 

learning center.  This is a great 

support to us.  I hope to 

integrate more women with 

disabilities in the future.“    

Through the W/NP Learning Center Ulda shares her enthusiasm and skills with her students and has become a role 

model and leader in the development of her community.  

Yet challenges remain. The time, distance, and money needed to travel to the Learning Centers are on-going difficulties 

for the participants. There is need for more learning centers in more communities and more equipment, materials, and 

training personnel.  WNP’s goal is to develop learning centers throughout Nicaragua and have each participant teach 

others so the program’s educational effect can be multiplied and sustained. 

WNP is blessed with the most unimaginable array of talented and caring volunteers any helping organization could ever 
hope to have carrying on their mission.  It has been said that people from all walks of life get involved with W/NP, and 
that is certainly true.  Persons from grade school age to retired seniors and everyone in between find an abundance of 
opportunities for involvement and enrichment of life for anyone who has an interest in volunteerism and improving the 
quality of life for those around them (or in their sphere of influence).     We welcome your involvement.      
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