
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35 STARS  
FOR 35 YEARS 

Nancy King Award  

Robert S. Molloy, Esq. 

Community Partner Award 

Robert P. Lamprey 

Honorees 

Alan H. Aaron, Esq. 

Jack F. Agnew 

Jennifer M. Allen, Esq. 

Laura J. Becker 

Mark H. Burnett, Esq. 

Richard J. Butts, Esq. 

Robert R. Capobianco, Esq. 

Eileen & Scott Coburn 

Sheila Campbell Corkhill, Esq. 

The Hon. Edward F. Donnelly, Jr. 

John G. Dugan, Esq. 

Brian M. Flynn, Esq. 

Jill D. Hanchett 

Michael P. Healy, Esq. 

John M. Kahn, Esq. 

Ginny Kuykendall 

John-Paul LePre, Esq. 

Bruce G. Ledoux, Esq. 

Michael A. Leon, Esq. 

Tristin & Martin Mannion 

William H. Mayer, Esq. 

James A. McLaughlin, Esq. 

MetroWest Legislative Delegation 

MetroWest Outreach Connection 

J. Timothy Nealon, Esq. 

Loretta S. O’Brien, Esq. 

Alfred C. Phillips, Esq. 

DeBorah J. Sonnenschein 

Linda R. Taffet, Esq. 

Michael P. Thornton, Esq. 

Jack VanWorkeom, Esq. & 

Barbara L. Moore, Esq. 

Stephen P. Weitz, Esq. 

Branch R. Yules, Esq. 
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Phillipe, now six years old, became 

an orphan at the age of five months 

when his father murdered his 

mother and 11 year old sister with 

a hammer.  Fortunately, Phillipe 

was too young to remember the 

gruesome details of the killing.  

Phillipe’s uncle, Elvio, suffered 

terrible guilt at his inability to 

protect his sister and niece, and 

immediately offered to care for 

Phillipe.  Elvio became the loving 

father Phillipe never had and 

shortly after, considered adopting 

the little boy who called him 

“papai” and “daddy.” While the 

Department of Children and 

Families agreed that Elvio‘s was 

the perfect home for Phillipe, they 

could not represent Elvio in the 

adoption since Elvio was an 

undocumented immigrant.  Elvio 

couldn’t bear to think that his 

nephew might once again lose the 

person who loved him most. 

Fearful but determined, he 

contacted MWLS for help with the 

adoption.  MWLS executive 

director and attorney Betsy Soulé 

represented Elvio in the adoption 

case. Following the adoption 

proceedings, Phillipe sat in the 

judge’s chair, doted upon by court 

officers.  It was a rare, happy 

moment in juvenile court for 

everyone present.  

The issue of Elvio’s immigration 

status was a grave concern.   

MWLS attorney Jennifer Ollington 

represented Elvio in his  

immigration case.  Following his 

testimony at the murder trial, Elvio 

was allowed to petition to stay legally 

in the U.S. for a period of four years 

under a U-visa which grants clemency 

to undocumented victims of violent  
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crime. MWLS obtained necessary 

certification from the District 

Attorney prosecuting the murder 

and filed the U-visa petition which 

was granted.  Elvio breathed a sigh 

of relief.  Having legal status meant 

that he could work legally in the U.S. 

to support his son. And after three 

years, he could apply for legal 

permanent residency.  

Today, Elvio runs a small business 

in the Metrowest area and for the 

first time he feels comfortable 

marketing his services to American 

businesses. His son Philippe no 

longer has to endure the upheaval 

that defined his young life. As for 

Phillipe, his “papai” is now able to 

provide stability for both of them.  
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MWLS TURNS 35 

On November 8, 2011, over 150 guests gathered at the 

Wellesley College Club to honor 35 people who have 

helped to define MWLS for 35 years.  Here are some of 

our honorees’ noteworthy achievements: 

 Two living members of the trio incorporated South 

Middlesex Legal Services on August 4, 1976 

 16 attorneys and 1 paralegal provided pro bono 

legal services to 482 MWLS clients (as far back as 

our records go) and likely many more 

 A local community organization provided over 

$250,000 in funds to MWLS clients to help them pay 

rent and mortgage arrears which allowed them to 

retain their housing 

 4 attorneys collectively served over 50 years as 

MWLS Board members 

 Attorneys, law firms, and individuals provided 

significant financial support to MWLS through our 

Campaign for Legal Services, annual appeal, and 

special events 

 Individuals who volunteered their time in the areas 

of finance, fundraising, and as trainers and mentors 

 Former staff members who dedicated themselves to 

improving the lives of hundreds if not thousands of 

clients when they needed legal help but could not 

afford it 

 A legislative delegation that has actively supported 

the mission of MWLS and has consistently 

advocated for state funding for legal services, as 

individuals and as a delegation, since 1983 
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Phone: 508-620-1830 
Fax: 508-620-2323 

 
To learn more about our work, 

please contact 
jcamp@mwlegal.org  

or visit us on the web at 
www.mwlegal.org 

 

 

FY2011 Cases Handled 

Legal Area # of Cases 

Elder 568 
Income/Health 543 

Housing/Homeless 412 

Family 325 

PBI 230 
Immigration 88 

Special Education 72 

Consumer 16 

Utilities 12 

TOTAL 2,266 

 

  

“As co-chairs of the MWLS campaign committee, our fundraising 

efforts have to focus on the attorneys in our communities. 

Lawyers are the ones who best understand what an important 

role civil legal aid serves in providing essential and efficient access 

to justice for those who otherwise would have no idea what their 

rights are or how to protect or enforce those rights.  During our 

annual appeal, we urge the lawyers in our communities to give to 

MWLS generously now and throughout the year, either financially 

or by providing pro bono services, or both.”  

Robert Molloy, Esq, General Counsel, Casual Male Retail Group &  

Michael Leon, Esq., Nutter McClennen & Fish, LLP 

 

mailto:jcamp@mwlegal.org
http://www.mwlegal.org/


 

MWLS is a tax-exempt 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization. 


