
TAS  vs. ADA-ABA 

 

REFERENCE GUIDE 
This document is intended to serve as a general reference guide for identifying some of the 
changes that will affect the Texas Accessibility Standards (TAS) due to the new federal 2010 
Standards of Accessible Design (SAD). It is not all inclusive. 

This guide also identifies some TAS guidelines that are specific to the Texas standard and has 
not been incorporated into the SAD. It also acknowledges new SAD guidelines that have 
provided clarification to the requirements of both standards and includes supplementary 
provisions added to the SAD. 
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 SPECIFIC to TAS  
 TAS 
Technical Infeasibility- a variance is required for all standards in which the term 
“technical infeasibility” is referred based on the definition such 
 

3.5.61 

Equivalent Facilitation- a various is required for the use of other designs except for the 
sections identified in Appendix A2.2 (which require the submittal of a form – RAS Bulletin 
001) 
 

2.2 

Mixed Use Buildings and Facilities- individuals must contact the Department for 
determining mounting heights in mixed use buildings and facilities 
 

2.1.2 

Unisex Toilet Room- a unisex toilet room is required in assembly areas when the fixture 
count is a set of men and women’s toilet rooms exceed 20 
 

4.1.3(19) 
4.33.8 

Parallel Parking- allows accessible parallel parking spaces and requires compliance with 
figure 9(a) 
 

4.1.2(5)(a) 
4.6.2 

Elevator- an elevator is required in all buildings and facilities having more than one level 
unless exempted or allowed by variance  
 

4.1.3(5) 

Platform Lifts and LULA- a variance is required to allow the installation of a platform lift 
or Limited Use/ Limited Application elevator  
  

4.1.3(5) 
Exception 4  
4.1.6(3)(g) 

Primary Function Alterations- parking is specifically identified as one of the elements 
required to be brought into compliance and there is also an Exception for the number of 
spaces required 
 

4.1.6(2) 

Historic Preservation- a variance is required when the requirements for accessible 
routes, entrances, or toilet facilities would threaten or destroy the historic significance of 
the building 
 

4.1.7(2)(b) 

Clear Floor Space- must be centered on element is serves  
 

4.2.4.1 

Fixtures in Stalls- prohibits all accessible fixtures from being located within the accessible 
toilet stall 
 

4.22.6 
4.23.6 

TM 99-19 
Travel Behind Parked Cars- prohibits wheelchair routes from being located so that users 
must wheel or walk behind parked vehicles or in traffic lanes 
 

4.3.2(5) 

Ramps/ Clear Width- requires ramps greater than 30 feet in length to have a minimum 
clear width of 44” 
 

4.8.3 

Surface Texture/ Contrast- identifies requirements for the surfaces of curb ramps (that 
are not located in the public rights-of way) 
 

4.7.4 
TM 08-01 

Mirrors- must be provided at locations consistent to other mirrors in the same room 4.19.6 
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What’s New!!! 
TAS 

Chapter/Section 
Changes in the Standards ADA 

2010/TAS2012 
Section 

1 Purposes, Authority and Application 
 

 

 Referenced Standards- Other standards (i.e. ANSI/BMA, 
NFPA, etc.) and specific editions of those standards have 
been incorporated by reference and applicable to specific 
sections of new standards 
 

105.1 
105.2 

2 General 
 

 

 Children’s Use- Technical requirements for children are 
applicable only to drinking fountains, water closets, toilet 
stalls, lavatories/ sinks, and dining/work surfaces 
 

102 

3 Miscellaneous instructions and Definitions 
 

 

 Tolerances- not applicable when the requirements is 
stated as a range with specific minimum and maximum 
end points 
 

104.1.1 

 Calculations of percentages- rounding down is only 
applicable to values less than one half 
 

104.2 

 Figures- dimensional requirements are referenced in text, 
not primarily in figures; figures are information only 
 

104.3 

 Common use- includes rooms, elements, and spaces 
available for the shared use of two or more people and not 
for public use 
 

106.5 

 Alteration- expanded definition includes resurfacing of 
circulation paths and vehicular ways 
 

106.5 

4.1 Minimum Requirements 
 

 

 Employee Work Areas- Circulation Paths- requires an 
accessible route through employee work areas that are 
1,000 square feet in area or greater 
 

206.2.8 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.1.2 Accessible Sites and Exterior Facilities: New Construction 

 
 

 Accessible Routes- when two or more site arrival points 
such as bus stops are provided and serve the same 
entrance, both bus stops must be an accessible route  
 

206.2.1 

 Vehicle Access- accessible route not required from site 
revival points such as bus stops are provided and serve the 
same entrance, both bus stops must be on an accessible 
route 
 

206.2.1 

4.1.3 Accessible Buildings: New Construction 
 

 

 Air Traffic Control Towers- accessible route not required 
to serve the cab and the floor immediately below the cab 
 

206.2.3 

 Press Boxes- exception for press boxes of certain sizes, 
elevation and location 
 

206.2.7 

4.1.5 Accessible Buildings: Alterations 
 

 

 Existing Buildings: Additions are an increase in the gross 
square footage of an existing building or in height 
 

106.5 

4.1.6 Accessible Buildings: Alterations 
 

 

 Elements-by-Elements- permitted to limit the scope of a 
alteration to individual elements without having to make 
the entire room or space accessible 
 

202.3 

4.1.7 Accessible Buildings: Historic Preservation 
 

 

 Alterations- the State Historic Preservation Officer of 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is the entity 
having jurisdiction in determining whether compliance 
would threaten or destroy the historic significance of a 
building 
 

202.5 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.2 Space Allowances and Reach Ranges  

 Turning Space- includes knee and toe clearance; a potion 
of a T-shaped space can be obstructed 
 

304.3.2 

 Side Reach- must be no higher than 48 inches in lieu of 54 
inches and no lower than 15 inches in lieu of 9 inches 
 

308.3.1 

4.3 Accessible Route  
 Location- vertical interior circulation must be in the same 

area as stairs and escalators 
 

206.3 

 Location/ Parking- the location of the accessible route 
from accessible parking to the building’s entrance must be 
the shortest route 
 

208.3.1 

 Travel Behind Parked Cars- non prohibited but preferable 
that the accessible route not pass behind parked cars 
 

502.3 

4.4 Protruding Objects   
 Doors- Door closers and door stops permitted to be 78 

inches in lieu of 80” minimum above the finish floor or 
ground 
 

307.4 

4.5 Ground and Floor Surfaces  
 Surface Exceptions- for animal containment areas of sport 

activity 
 

302.1 

4.6 Parking and Passenger  
 Parking Garages- each direct access from a parking 

structure to a building must be accessible 
 

206.4.2 

 Parking Exception- no accessible parking required for 
buses, trucks, delivery vehicles, law enforcement vehicles, 
and vehicle impound 
 

208.1 

 Outpatient Units- the number of accessible parking spaces 
is applicable only to outpatient units in hospitals not 
outpatient units in general 
  

208.2.1 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.6 Parking and Passenger  

 Location- factors such as protection from the weather, 
security, and lighting are taken into account when 
determining different location for accessible space 
   

208.3.1 

 Van Accessible Spaces- one in every 6 accessible parking 
spaces must be van accessible  
 

208.2.4 

 Valet Parking- must provide a passenger loading zone but 
must also provide passenger and van spaces since the 
exemption has been removed 
 

209.4 

 Passenger Loading Zone- one passenger loading zone 
required for every continuous 100 feet of loading space 
 

209.2.1 

 Boarding And Alighting Areas- public transportation 
vehicles include tour and charter buses, taxies and 
limousines, and hotel shuttles operated by private entities 
 

209.2.2 

 Mechanical Access Garages- requires at least 1 passenger 
loading zone at the vehicle drop off/ pick up area  
 

209.5 

 Signage- when 4 or fewer parking spaces are provided, 
identification of the accessible parking space is not 
required  
 

216.5 

 Van Spaces- permitted to be 96” minimum in width of 
access aisle is also 96” minimum in width 
 

502.2 

 Access Aisle- can be 60” for both cars and vans if certain 
criteria is met and must extend the full length of the 
parking space they serve  
 

502.3.1 
503.3.2 

 Markings- access aisles must be marked to discourage 
parking in them; this includes access aisles for passenger 
loading zones  
  

502.3.3 
503.3.3 

 Angled Parking Spaces- must have access aisle located on 
the passenger side of the parking space  
 

502.3.4 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Access Aisle- must be adjacent to a passenger loading 

zone, therefore, it must be on the same level as the 
loading zone 
 

503.3 
503.4 

4.7 Curb Ramps 
 

 

 Surface- no specific surface texture for curb ramp runs 
except to be stable firm, and slip resistant 
 

405.4 

 Flared Sides- are not required but must comply where 
approved 
 

406.3 

 Landings- 36” minimum length landings required at the top 
of curb ramps 
 

406.4 

4.8 Ramps  
 

 

 Exceptions- for aisle ramps in assembly areas and ramps in 
employee work areas  
 

405.1 
405.5 

 Extensions- not required in existing facilities where the 
extensions would be hazardous do to plan configuration 
 

505.10 

4.9 Stairs  
 

 

 Egress- the only stairs subject to compliance area those 
that are part of an accessible means of egress 
 

210.1 

 Risers- identification for the height of 4” minimum and 7” 
maximum for stair risers 
 

504.2 

 Clearance- between gripping surface and adjacent surfaces 
increased to 1-1/2” minimum 
 

505.5 

 Bottom Extension- no longer required to extend 12” 
minimum 
 

505.10.3 

4.10 Elevators 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 LULA Elevators- allowed when a facility meets exceptions 

(of 206.2.3) and is exempt from having to install an 
elevator 
  

206.6 

 Existing Elevators- When an element in one elevator is 
altered, the same element must be altered in all elevators 
that are programmed to respond to the same call button  
 

206.6.1 

 Signage- Where existing elevators do not comply, 
accessible elevators must be identified by International 
Symbol of Accessibility  
  

216.7 

 Destination Oriented Elevators- new requirements not 
previously addressed  
  

407 

4.11 Platform Lifts  
 

 

 Stand-by Power- required if a platform lift is used as part 
of an accessible means of egress 
  

207.2 

 Independent Operation-  cannot be attendant operated 
which would prohibit key operated lifts or those that 
require someone to turn on the power 
  

410.1 

 Doors- power operated doors or gates required unless two 
doors or opposite sides are provided; size of door dictated 
by location on side or end  
 

410.6 

4.12 Windows  
 

 

 Controls- If provided for building users, at least one 
operable window must have accessible controls; 
exceptions for residential and transient lodging guest 
rooms 
   

229.1 

 Employee Work Areas- Employees are excluded from 
accessible window requirements only under the ABA  

229.1 

 Administrative Authority- 100% of the windows required 
to be operable by administrative authorities must be 
accessible  
 

229.1 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.13 Doors 

 
 

 Security Doors- limited exception for manual and 
automatic doors, doorways and gates operated by security 
personnel 
 

404.1 

   
 Revolving Doors- prohibited as part of accessible route, 

therefore, an adjacent accessible door is no longer 
referenced 
  

404.2.1 

 Shallow Closets- exception to allow a reduction in the clear 
width of doors for shallow closets has been removed 
 

404.2.3 

4.13 Doors  
 Vision Lights- 43” maximum above floor 

 
404.2.11 

 Double Leaf Automatic Doors- The clear width for 
automatic doors is based on the clear opening of all leaves 
in open position instead of 1 leaf 
 

404.3.1 

 Maneuvering Clearance- required at power assisting doors 
that serve as an accessible means of egress or do not have 
standby power 
 

404.3.2 

 Clear Width- opening more than 24” in depth must provide 
a 36” clear width 
 

404.2.3 

 Doorways Without Doors or Gates- new maneuvering 
clearance requirements for doorways without doors 
  

404.2.4.2 

 Door Hardware- minimum height of 34” with maximum 
remaining of 48” 
 

404.2.7 

 Recessed Doors- if recessed more than 8”, maneuvering 
clearance for a front approach is required  
 

404.2.4.3 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Closures- Closing speed increased to 5 seconds in lieu of 3 

seconds 
 

404.2.8 

 Spring Hinges- must open 70 degrees and move to close 
position in no less than 1.5 seconds  

404.2.8.2 

4.14 Entrances  
 Parking Garages- each direct access from a parking 

structure to a building must be accessible 
 

206.4.2 

 Public Entrances- 60 Percent of all public entrances must 
be accessible as opposed to the former 50 percent 
requirement  
 

206.4.1 

 Restricted Entrances- at least one restricted entrance must 
be accessible 
 

206.4.7 

4.15 Drinking Fountains and Water Coolers  
 Water Coolers- all references to the term have been 

removed including any references to “other means”  to 
achieve compliance with minimum requirements 
   

211 

 Minimum Number for Standing Persons- 50% of the 
drinking fountains must be at standard height  
 

211.3 

 Protruding Objects- drinking fountains must comply with 
protruding object requirements  
 

602.1 

 Free- Standing or Built in Units- No longer aloud as an 
accessible drinking fountains since a forward approach is 
required  
 

602.2 

 Standard Height Drinking Fountains- spout must be 38” 
minimum to 43” maximum in height 
 

602.7 

4.16 Water Closets  
 Door Swing- Toilet room door can swing into clear space at 

fixtures in single occupant toilet room if certain criteria is 
met 
  

603.2.3 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Location- clear floor space of water closet is 16” – 18” from 

the side wall; 17” – 19” in ambulatory stalls 
  

604.2 

 Holding and Housing Cells- grab bars not required in cells 
specially designed without protrusions for purposes of 
suicide prevention 
 

604.5 

 Overlap- No fixtures or obstructions can be located within 
the required water closet clearance  
  

604.3.2 

 Toilet Paper Dispensers- must be 7-9” in front of the water 
closet and 15” min. 48” max. above the finished floor 
 

604.7 

4.16 Water Closets  
 Rear Wall Grab Bar- new exception that permits the rear 

wall grab bar to be 24” in lieu of 36” long when adjacent 
fixture to water closet is recessed  
 

604.5.2 

 Grab Bars- must maintain a minimum clearance between 
the grab bars and any other projecting object ( toilet paper 
dispensers, sanitary napkin disposals, etc.) of 12” above 
and 1.5” below the grab bars 
     

609.3 

4.17 4.17 Toilet Stalls  
 

 

 Alternate Stalls- no longer aloud use of the alternate 48” 
wide toilet stalls, even in existing facilities  
 

 

 Toilet Compartments- Identified as a partitioned space 
that is located within a toilet room 
 

213.3.1 

 Ambulatory Accessible Toilet Compartments- required 
when combination of urinals and water closets is six or 
more 
 

213.3.1 
604.8.2 

 Toilet Stalls- Children’s Use- specific requirements for 
children’s use water closets and toilet stalls  
 

604.9 

 Stall Door Hardware- must be on both sides of the door 
 

604.8.1.2 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Toe Clearance- Toe clearance is required unless stall is 62” 

deep for water hung closet and 65” deep for a floor 
mounted or the stall is greater than 66” wide 
  

604.8.1.4 

4.18 Urinals  
 

 

 One Urinal- if a toilet room has only one urinal, it is not 
required to be accessible 
 

213.3.3 

 Fixture Count- urinals included in the fixture count for 
determination of ambulatory stall 
 

213.3.1 

 Depth- must have a minimum bowl/depth of 13.5” 
 

605.2 

4.19 Lavatories 
 

 

 Identified- lavatories are fixtures used for hand- washing 
and sinks are designed or intended to be used for other 
uses in addition to washing hands  

213.3.1 

 Location- Accessible lavatory cannot be located in toilet 
stall 
 

213.3.4 

4.20 Bathtubs 
 

 

 Clearance- A lavatory is permitted in the clear floor space 
of an accessible bathtub 
 

607.2 

 Grab Bars- location and size is dependent on whether a 
permanent or removable seat is provided   
 

607.4.1 
607.4.2 

 Shower Spray Unit- required in accessible bathtubs and 
must deliver water that is 120 degrees F (49 degrees C) 
maximum 
 

607.6 

 Removable Seat- allowed for accessible bathtubs but must 
meet minimum size requirements and must be capable of 
secure placement  
 

610.2 

4.21 Shower Stalls 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Alternate Roll-in Showers- permitted in one facility, not 

just hotel guest rooms; more flexible regarding required 
seats and controlled locations 
 

608.2.3 

 Shower Spray Unit- required in accessible showers and 
must deliver water that is 120 degrees F (49 degrees C) 
maximum 
  

608.6 

 Showerhead- A fixed showerhead located at maximum of 
48 inches above the shower finish floor permitted in lieu of 
the hand held spray unit in many facilities  
 

608.6 

 Transfer Showers- transfer type showers added to existing 
facilities allowed to have up to a 2” high curb 
 

608.7 

 Shower Thresholds- One-half-inch maximum threshold 
allowed in roll-in showers 
 

608.7 

4.22 
4.23 

Toilet Rooms 
Bathrooms, Bathing Facilities and Showers 

 

 Clustered Single User Toilet Rooms- 50% in lieu of 100% 
required to be accessible 
 

213.2 

 Unisex (Single-Use or Family) Toilet and Unisex Bathing 
Rooms- allowed to have both a urinal and a water closet 
 

213.2.1 

 Door Swing- toilet room door can swing into the clear 
space at fixtures. Thus, where doors swing into the toilet 
room, cost difference should be minimal 
 

603.2.3 

 Private Toilet and Bathing Rooms- allowances for water 
closet seat height, grab bars, sink/lavatory height and 
knee/toe clearance and tub grab bars 
  

604.4; 604.5 
606.2; 607.4 

4.24 Sinks   
 Knee Clearance- not required when kitchen or wet bar 

does not have a conventional range 
 

606.2 

 Multi-Compartment Sink- no more than 1 bowl of multi-
bowl sink must be have knee and toe clearance 
 

606.2 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.25 Storage  

 Lockers- at least 5% must be accessible 
 

225.2.1 

 Self-Service Storage Facilities- at least 5% must be 
accessible up to 200; 10 plus 2% over 200 
  

225.3 

4.26 Handrails, Grab Bars, Tub and Shower Seats  
 Bottom Extension at Stairs- Reduction in the required 

extension of the handrail at the bottom of the stair run 
 

505.10.3 

 Clearance- 1-1/2” spacing between wall and handrail is 
now a minimum, not an absolute 
 

505.5 

 Shape- new diameter of handrails allowed; round gripping 
surface is no longer the only acceptable shape 
 

505.7 

 Gripping Surface- must have rounded edges 
 

505.8 

4.27 Controls and Operating Mechanisms  
 Floor Outlets- no longer prohibited 

 
205.1 

 Exceptions- additional electrical controls now exempted  
 

205.1 

 Gas Pump Nozzles- now subject to compliance but 
exempted from activating force requirement 
 

228.1 
309.4 

 Mail Boxes- new control requirements for interior 
mailboxes 
 

228.2 

 Depositories, Vending Machines, Change Machines, Mail 
Boxes, and Fuel Dispensers- 1 of each type subject to 
compliance 
 

229.1 

4.28 Alarms  
 Alterations- alarms not required except where an existing 

fire alarm system is upgraded or replaced, or a new fire 
alarm must be provided 
 

215.1 

 Employee Work Areas- Must have a wiring system capable 
of supporting visible alarms must be provided 
 

215.3 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 NFPA- audible and visible alarms to comply with NFPA 

which addresses the application and installation of the 
signaling systems and components 
 

702.1 

4.29 Detectable Warnings   
 Size- Change in diameter and spacing of the truncated 

domes 
 

705.1.1 

 Material- Removal of requirements for contrast be an 
integral part of the truncated domes and contrast in 
resiliency or sound-on-cane contact 
 

705.1.1 

 Location- Only required at transit platform edge; warning 
for curb ramps, hazardous vehicular areas and reflecting 
pools are not covered since requirements are to be to 
future “right-of-way” guidelines currently being developed 
 

810.5.2 

4.30 Signage   
 

 

 Temporary Signs- identified as those used for 7 days or 
less 
  

216.1 

 Permanent Rooms and Spaces- identified as those likely to 
change over a period of time  
 

216.2 

 Exit Doors- doors at exit passageways, exit discharge, and 
exit stairways must have visual and tactile signage 
 

216.4.1 

 Areas of Refuge- instruction signage required by IBC must 
comply with the requirements for directional signage 
 

216.4.2 

 Emergency Egress Signage- egress directions required by 
IBC must comply with the requirements for accessible 
directional signage 
 

216.4.3 

 Elevators- if not all are accessible, the accessible elevator 
must be identified by the symbol of accessibility 
 

216.7 

 TTY- directional signage to nearest TTY required at banks 
of public pay telephones not containing a public TTY 
 

216.9.2 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Height of Tactile Signs- Baseline of tactile characters 

between 48” minimum and 60” maximum in lieu of 60” 
maximum 
 

703.4.1 

 Sign on Doors- Allowed on the door (push side) for those 
equipped with mechanical closures and without hold-open 
devices 
 

703.4.2 

 Style- the use of italic, oblique, script, highly decorative, or 
other usual forms or visual characters prohibited 
 

703.5.3 

 Overhead Signs-3-inch height requirement for type used 
on overhead signs replaced by a chart that specifies type 
size based on how high the sign is mounted in relation to a 
“minimum viewing distance” 
  

703.5.5 

4.31 Telephones 
 

 

 Subject Telephones- coin-operated and coinless public pay 
telephones, public courtesy phones, or other types of 
public telephones are subject 
 

217.1 

 Other Public Phones- courtesy phones at airports and rail 
stations that provide free direct connections to hotels, 
transportation services, and tourist attractions are subject 
 

217.1 

 TTY- required on every floor of a building with one public 
telephone (public buildings) and banks with four or more 
public pay phones (private buildings) 
 

217.4 

 TTY- Rest stops- where at least one public telephone is 
provided at a public rest stop, emergency road side stop, 
or service plaza, at least one public TTY is required 
  

217.4.4 

 TTY- Public Buildings- a public TTY is provided on each 
floor that has at least one public pay telephones and in 
each telephone bank that has four or more telephones 
 

217.4.2.1 
217.4.1 

 TTY- Private Buildings- a public TTY is required on each 
floor that has four or more public telephones, and in each 
telephone bank that has four or more telephones 

217.4.4.2 
217.4.1 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
4.32 Fixed or Built in Seating and Tables 

 
 

 Work Surfaces- where work surfaces are provided for use 
by other than employees, at least 5 percent must be 
accessible 
 

226.1 

 Standing Space- where standing spaces are provided at 
dining surfaces at least 5 percent must be accessible 
 

226.1 

 Knee and Toe Clearance- front approach with knee and 
toe clearance required at dining and work surfaces 
 

902.2 

4.33 Assembly Areas  
 Assistive Listening Systems-assistive listening systems are 

not required if audio amplification is not provided except 
in court rooms 
 

219.2 

 Minimum Number- Assistive listening devices the 
percentage of receivers required is based on seating 
capacity of the faculty and the percentage of declines as 
the size of the faculty increases 
 

219.3 

 Integration- wheelchair spaces cannot be segregated from 
seating areas 
   

221.2.2 

 Dispersion- no longer based on admission prices since 
pricing is not always established at the designed phase and 
may vary by event 
 

221.2.3 

 Designated Aisle Seats- 5% percent of the total number of 
aisle seats must have folding or retractable armrests and 
designation signage 
 

221.4 
802.4 

 Lawn Seating- seating areas and exterior overflow seating 
areas, where fixed seats are not provided must connect to 
an accessible route 
 

221.5 

 Approach- access to every wheelchair space cannot be 
through another wheelchair space 
 

802.1.4 
802.1.5 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Lines of Sight- wheelchair spaces must have slight lines 

over seated and standing spectators 
 

802.2.1 
802.2.2 

 Companion Seat Alignment- the floor surface of the 
companion seat shall be at the same elevation as the floor 
surface of the wheelchair space 
 

802.3.1 

 Removable Seats- removable seats allowed only in 
companion spaces, not in wheelchair spaces 
 

802.3.2 

 Companion Seats- permitted to be readily removable but 
are not required to be designed so they can also serve as 
wheelchair spaces when removed 
  

803.3.2 

 Minimum Number of Wheelchair Space- the number of 
wheelchair space required in assembly areas that seat 500 
hundred reduced 
 

221.2.1.1 

 Luxury Box, Club Box and Suites- must be accessible and 
the number of wheelchair spaces must be calculated box 
by box and suite by suite 
 

221.2.1.2 

 Bleachers- wheelchair spaces are not required in rows 
other than rows at points of entry to bleacher seating 
 

221.2.3.2 

 Horizontal and Vertical Dispersion- wheelchair spaces 
must be dispersed horizontally (row by row) and vertically 
(balconies and mezzanines) 
 

221.2.3.2 

 Other Boxes- must have wheelchair spaces in not less than 
20 percent of all boxes provided 
 

221.2.1.3 

 Team or Player Seating- at least one wheelchair space is 
required except in team or player seating areas serving 
bowling lanes 
 

221.2.1.4 

4.34 Automated Teller Machines  
 Operable Parts- unless a clear or correct key is provided, 

each operable part must be able to be differentiated by 
sound or touch, without being activated 
 

707.3 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Privacy- new requirements such as speech output which 

could offer an option to render a visible screen blank, 
thereby affording greater personal security and privacy 
 

707.4 

 Speech Output- machines must be speech enabled with 
some exceptions 

707.5 

 Display- new visibility and character requirements 
 

707.7 

4.35 Dressing and Fitting Rooms  
 Benches- required in dressing, fitting, and locker rooms 

 
803.4 

 Size- 42” minimum in length; 20 minimum depth and 24” 
maximum 
 

903.3 

 Clear Floor Space- required at end of bench and parallel to 
short access 
 

903.3 

5 Restaurants, Cafeterias, Snack Bars and Lending Areas 
 

 

 Sports Facilities- 25 percent of the tiered dining areas in 
sports facilities to be connected by the accessible route 
 

206.2.5 

 Dining Areas- if a route between stories id not required, an 
accessible route to a dining mezzanine is not required if it 
has less than 25% of the seating and dining 
 

206.2.5 

 Table Service- Table Service no longer alleviates the 
requirement of providing accessible dining counters 
 

226.1 
902.3 

 Standing Spaces- at least 5 percent of the seating spaces 
and standing spaces at dining surfaces provided for 
consumption of food or drink must be accessible 

226.1 

 Dispersion- Accessible seating must be dispersed 
throughout the facility therefore, required at bars, drink 
rails, counters, and tables of each type 

226.2 

6 Medical Facilities 
 

 

 Entrance- no longer required to be covered 209.3 
7 Business and Mercantile 
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TAS 
Chapter/Section 

Changes in the Standards ADA 
2010/TAS2012 

Section 
 Check writing surfaces- must be 28” minimum and 34” 

maximum in height 
226.1 
902.3 

 Check-Out Aisle- counters must be mounted no higher 
than 38” 

904.3 

 Accessible Depth of Counter- The accessible portion of the 
counter top shall extend the same depth as the sales or 
service counter top 

904.4 

 Accessible Length of Counter- determined by the approach 
that is available to the counter 

904.4.1 
904.4.2 

9 Accessible Transient Lodging 
 

 

 Timeshares- timeshare and condominium properties that 
operate like hotels are subject to transient lodging 
requirements as well as the Fair Housing Act 

224.1 

 Dispersion Priority- guest room type, number of beds, and 
amenities 

224.5 

 Kitchen Work Surface-A front approach is required to at 
least one 30” wide section of work surface and must be 
centered on the work surface 

804.3 

 Visual Notification- Portable auxiliary visual alarms no 
longer allowed based on NFPA requirements 

806.3 

 Roll-In Shower Stall- may be standard or alternate roll-in 
shower stall, however, it must have a folding seat 

806.2.4 
608.4 

 Vanity Counters- comparable vanity counter top space, in 
terms of size and proximity to the lavatory required in 
accessible guest toilet or bathing rooms 

806.2.4.1 

10 Transportation Facilities 
 

 

 Bus Loading Zones-tour and charter buses, taxis and 
limousines, and hotel shuttles operated by private entities 
are subject to transportation requirements 

209.2.2 

 Bus Route Identification Signs- subject to requirements for 
visual characters 

810.4 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ADDITION TO 2010 STANDARDS 

The 2010 standards are consistent with the updated ADA guidelines issued by the U.S. Access 
board in 2004.  However, DOJ’s revised title II regulation (35.151) and title III regulation 
(36.406) implement additional provisions concerning: 

• Social Service Center Establishments (access to beds and roll-in showers) 
• Housing at Places of Education (application of provisions for transient lodging and for 

residential facilities and kitchen access and accessible circulation within units) 
• Assembly Areas (additional criteria for the location and dispersion of wheelchair spaces 

and companion seats in assembly areas, including stadium-style movie theaters) 
• Medical Care Facilities (dispersion of accessible patient bedrooms) 
• Residential Dwelling Units (coverage of dwelling units designed constructed, or altered 

by state and local governments for sale to individuals) 
• Detention and Correctional Facilities (enhanced scoping (3%) for accessible cells, 

dispersion, and coverage of altered cells) 
• Places of Lodging (application of scoping provisions to sites with multiple facilities, 

alterations, and exclusion of residential-only units) 

These supplementary requirements are noted below in Chapter 2 of the standards at sections 
221 (Assembly Areas), 223 (Medical Care and Long-Term Care Facilities), 224 (Transient Lodging 
Guest Rooms), 232 (Detention Facilities and Correctional Facilities), and 233 (Residential 
Facilities). 

SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER ESTABLISHMENTS 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(e)) and title III regulation 
(36.406(d)) require the following: 

Social service center establishments. Group homes, halfway houses, shelters, or similar social 
service center establishments that provide either temporary sleeping accommodations or 
residential dwelling units that are subject to this part [of the title III regulation or to this section 
of the title II regulation] shall comply with the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to 
residential facilities, including, but not limited to, the provisions in sections 233 and 809. 

(1) In sleeping rooms with more than 25 beds covered by this part [of the title III regulation or 
to this section of the title II regulation], a minimum of 5% of the beds shall have clear floor 
space complying with section  

(2) Facilities with more than 50 beds covered by this part [of the title III regulation or to this 
section of the title II regulation] that provide common use bathing facilities shall provide at 
least one roll-in shower with a seat that complies with the relevant provisions of section 608 of 
the 2010 Standards. Transfer-type showers are not permitted in lieu of a roll-in shower with a 
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seat, and the exceptions in sections 608.3 and 608.4 for residential dwelling units are not 
permitted. When separate shower facilities are provided for men and for women, at least one 
roll-in shower shall be provided for each group. 

 

HOUSING AT A PLACE OF EDUCATION 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(f)) and title III regulation 
(36.406(e)) require the following: 

Housing at a place of education. Housing at a place of education that is subject to this part [of 
the title III regulation or to this section of the title II regulation] shall comply with the provisions 
of the 2010 Standards applicable to transient lodging, including, but not limited to, the 
requirements for transient lodging guest rooms in sections 224 and 806, subject to the 
following exceptions. For the purposes of the application of this section, the term “sleeping 
room” is intended to be used interchangeably with the term “guest room” as it is used in the 
transient lodging standards. 

(1) Kitchens within housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility features 
(including suites and clustered sleeping rooms) or on floors containing accessible sleeping 
rooms with mobility features shall provide turning spaces that comply with section 809.2.2 of 
the 2010 Standards and kitchen work surfaces that comply with section 804.3 of the 2010 
Standards. 

(2) Multi-bedroom housing units containing accessible sleeping rooms with mobility features 
shall have an accessible route throughout the unit in accordance with section 809.2 of the 2010 
Standards. 

(3) Apartments or townhouse facilities that are provided by or on behalf of a place of 
education, which are leased on a year-round basis exclusively to graduate students or faculty 
and do not contain any public use or common use areas available for educational programming, 
are not subject to the transient lodging standards and shall comply with the requirements for 
residential facilities in sections 233 and 809 of the 2010 Standards. 

ASSEMBLY AREAS 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(g)) and title II regulation 
(36.406 (f)) require the following: 

Assembly areas. Assembly areas that are subject to this part [of the title III regulation or to this 
section of the title II regulation] shall comply with the provisions of the 2010 Standards 
applicable to the assembly areas, including, but not limited to, sections 221 and 802. In 
addition, assembly areas shall ensure that— 



TAS vs. ADA Comparison 
Page 23 

(1) In stadiums, arenas, and grandstands, wheelchair spaces and companion seats are dispersed 
to all levels that include seating served by an accessible route; 

(2) Assembly areas that are required to horizontally disperse wheelchair spaces and companion 
seats by section 221.2.3.1 of the 2010 Standards and have seating encircling, in whole or in 
part, a field of play or performance area shall disperse wheelchair spaces and companion seats 
around  that field of play or performance area; 

(3) Wheelchair spaces and companion seats are not located on (or obstructed by) temporary 
platforms or other movable structures, except that when an entire seating section is placed on 
temporary platforms or other movable structures in an areas where fixed seating is not 
provided, in order to increase seating for an event, wheelchair spaces and companion seats 
may be placed in that section. When wheelchair spaces and companion seats are not required 
to accommodate persons eligible for those spaces and seats, individual, removable seats may 
be placed in those spaces and seats; 

(4) Stadium-style movie theaters shall locate wheelchair spaces and companion seats on a riser 
or cross-aisle in the stadium section that satisfies at least one of the following criteria- 

(i) It is located within the rear 60% of the seats provided in an auditorium; or 

(ii) It is located within the area of an auditorium in which the vertical viewing angles (as 
measured to the top of the screen) are from 40th to the 100th percentile of vertical viewing 
angles for all seats as ranked from the seats in the first row (1st percentile) to seats in the back 
row (100th percentile) 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(h)) and title III regulation 
(34.406(g)) require the following: 

Medical care facilities. Medical care facilities that are subject to this part [of the title III 
regulation or to this section of the title II regulation] shall comply with the provisions of the 
2010 Standards applicable to medical care facilities, including, but not limited to, section 223 
and 805. In addition, medical care facilities that do not specialize in the treatment of conditions 
that affect mobility shall disperse the accessible patient bedrooms required by section 223.2.1 
of the 2010 Standards in a manner that is proportionate by type of medical specialty. 

RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNITS 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(j)) requires the following: 

Facilities with residential dwelling units for sale to individual owners. 
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(1) Residential dwelling units designed and constructed or altered by public entities that will be 
offered for sale to individuals shall comply with the requirements for residential facilities in the 
2010 Standards including sections 233 and 809. 

(2) The requirements of paragraph (1) also apply to housing programs that are operated by 
public entities where design and construction of particular residential dwelling units takes place 
only after a specific buyer has been identified. In suck programs, the covered entity must 
provide the units that comply with the requirements for accessible features to those pre-
identified buyers with disabilities who have requested such a unit. 

DETENTION AND CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title II regulation (35.151(k)) requires the following: 

Detention and Correctional Facilities. 

(1) New construction of jails, prisons, and other detention and correctional facilities shall 
comply with the 2010 Standards for a minimum of 3%, but not fewer than one, of the total 
number of cells in a facility. Cells with mobility features shall be provided in each classification 
level. 

(2) Alterations to detention and correctional facilities. Alterations to jails, prisons, and other 
detention and correctional facilities shall comply with the 2010 Standards except that public 
entities shall provide accessible mobility features complying with section 807.2 of the 2010 
Standards for a minimum of 3%, but no fewer than one, of the total number of cells being 
altered until at least 3%, but no fewer than one, of the total number of cells in a facility shall 
provide mobility features complying with section 807.2. Altered cells with mobility features 
shall be provided in each classification level. However, when alterations are made to specific 
cells, detention and correctional facility operators may satisfy their obligation to provide the 
required number of cells with mobility features by providing the required mobility features in 
substitute cells (cells other than those where alterations are originally planned), provided that 
each substitute cell— 

(i) Is located within the same prison site; 

(ii) Is integrated with other cells to the maximum extent feasible; 

(iii) Has, at a minimum, equal physical access as the altered cells to areas used by inmates or 
detainees for visitation, dining, recreation, educational programs, medical services, work 
programs, religious services, and participation in other programs that the facility offers to 
inmates or detainees; and, 

(iv) If it is technically infeasible to locate a substitute cell within the same prison site, a 
substitute cell must be provided at another prison site within the corrections system. 
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(3) With respect to medical and long-term care facilities in jails, prisons, and other detention 
and correctional facilities, public entities shall apply the 2010 Standards technical and scoping 
requirements for those facilities irrespective of whether those facilities are licensed. 

PLACES OF LODGING 
The Department of Justice’s revised ADA title III regulation (36.406(c)) requires the following:  

Places of lodging. Places of lodging subject to this part [of the title III regulation] shall comply 
with the provisions of the 2010 Standards applicable to transient lodging, including, but not 
limited to, the requirements for transient lodging guest rooms in sections 224 and 806.  

(1) Guest rooms. Guest rooms with mobility features in places of lodging subject to the 
transient lodging requirements of 2010 Standards shall be provided as follows— 

(i) Facilities that are subject to the same permit application on a common site that each have 50 
or fewer guest rooms may be combined for the purpose of determining the required number of 
accessible rooms and type of accessible bathing facility in accordance with table 224.2 of the 
2010 Standards 

(ii) Facilities with more than 50 guest rooms shall be treated separately for the purposes of 
determining the required number of accessible rooms and type of accessible bathing facility in 
accordance with table 224.2 to section 224.2 of the 2010 Standards. 

(2) Exception. Alterations to guest rooms in places of lodging where the guest rooms are not 
owned or substantially controlled by the entity that owns, leases, or operates the overall facility 
and the physical features of the guest room interiors are controlled by their individual owners 
are not required to comply with 36.402 or the alterations requirements in section 223.1.1 of 
the 2010 Standards. 

(3) Facilities with residential units and transient lodging units. Residential dwelling units that are 
designed and constructed for residential use exclusively are not subject to the transient lodging 
standards. 

The Department of Justice’s title II and title III regulations include requirements for social 
service center establishments which are notes in section 223 (Residential Facilities). 


