From the Laptop of Rev. Kharma ...

A Final [ /o/:st/c

To all the faithful in Northern \/irginia (and througlﬁout the DC arca) who are called to be
Saints: (Grace and Feace to you in the spirit of Christ and in the name of the (God who is
the source of life and s’crength for all.

| do not even know where to bcgin as | write this final laptop article as your Senior Fastor.
However, ] do know that you can never go wrong with gratitude, especially when it is as
ProFound and sincere as that which | have for you. |t has been my dcepestjoy to serve with
you these past nine years. | was tc”ing a co”eaguc the other dag that | feel like Jve had a
nine~3ear honeﬂmoon Periocl here. And, that is true! That doesn’t mean there haven’t been
bumPs on the road as we havejournegecl toge’cher, but theg have been few and——given the
Perspectivc afforded bg time and compared with the many more numerous instances of easy
travel—now seem insignhcicant and unwor‘thg of mention. ] want to thank you for taking a
chance on me so ]ong ago, when ] was a recent seminarg gracluate eager to }Jegin ministr3 in
her first Parish setting. | also want to thank you for the graciousness with which you have
allowed me to learn and grow into what it means to be a Pastor. ] have felt constant]g
supportecl 133 50 many of you throughout the years, and your encouragement has helped
form me into the person | am todag, as well as the one | am bccoming as | take a new direction
in ministrg. l cannot imagine a better group of Pcople to work with and learn from than you
have been and your imPact on my life and ministr3 will be cncluring. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart for your good humor, creativity, Passion, vision, faithfulness, generosity,

comPassion, integrity, Paticncc, and true commitment to SPirit, Community, and Action —
Jnside & “QOut!

Fcrhaps the most famous CPist]c—writer (Faul) took the ]ibertg of ogering the churches that
he had nurtured and for which he had cared so cleeP]g a little advice upon Parting. l hope you
wor't find it presumptuous of me if ] do the same. Fo”owing are a few suggestions I’d like to

mai(e as you move into thc Futuré.

1. Stick around. Sometimes in situations of clﬁange, which are }35 their very nature a
little uncomlcortable, Peop]c may be temptecl to opt out. Dont do that. The best ghct
that you can give MCC NOVA (and me) is to renew your commitment to the lhce,
l—realth, and future of this congregation and the vital ministries it is doing in the world.
Your ghcts are needed here more than ever. Ancl, even tlﬂough things may be a little
different than they once were and you may miss some things that have characterized
our life together, if you show up and open 3oursel1c to the new tl—ring (od is cloing in
this commum’ty, ] know you will be blessed!

2. Dont Forget to ]augl’r. As Anne | amott saic{, “Laughter is carbonated holiness.”
Laug}'\’cer is l’lealing and regenerative and can put t}'\ings in our lives into Perspective.

Dont Forgct to nurture thcjog that has been a hallmark of this community. Te” some



jokes. IFind the reverence in irreverence. Take things a little less serious]g it ’cheg are
making you stressFu!) angry, or stuck. Smi]e a lot. And, it you should Forget any of
this, let the children teach you. Theg have this down.

3. Fractice “the Fragilc art of Forgiveness.” Not one of us is or ever has been Pcrpcct or
immune from making mistakes. Most mistakes can be oPPortunities for lcaming and
growth anyway. ]F someone says or does something that offends you, remember first
and foremost that there can often be a gap between our lnten’c and the ]mpact it has
on another. (Go and talk with them about how you feel and work for reconciliation.
Once you've worked it out, leave it in the past. As the Buclc”‘n’st Provcrb teaches,
“The past is over. ]:orgivcness means giving up all hopc of a better past.” And of
course, Jesus told us we have to do this over and over again—PerhaPs Forgiving many
different instances of offense, or Perhaps trying to Forgive one offense 70 x 7 times.
[ ither way, he rca”9 meant it. ]:orgive cach other. [tis a source of l’\ealing and
grace.

4. | ove one another. This one seems se]]c~explanator3, but it requires di]igence, risk,
and crea’civitﬂ. Youcandoit!l And, it will make all the difference in the world.

5. |ive the qucstions. The poet Ranier Maria Rilke gave this advice to a young poet,
“Be Patient towards all that is unresolved in your heart and try to love the questions
themselves.” One of the greatest strengths of this communitg is your core value of
elastic tlﬂeologg. One thing this means is that you appreciatc your divcrsitg and want
to make peace with the ambiguitg that exists when you come to different conclusions
than others. (od is big enough for our unresolved questions, as well as contradiction.
As Walt Whitman saicl, ‘Do | contradict mgse]xc? \/crg wc”, | contradict mgse]?. | am
]arge. | contain multitudes.” (God is ccrtain]g largc enough to contain mu]titudcs, and
unwavering certainty has been the cause of too much strife and devolution in the
world. lt’s also true that the space of uncertainty leaves room for Faith, in addition to
some rca”g tl’xought—Provoking and sPirit—cnriching dia]ogus.

6. Dort be afraid to try something new. | 0o many of us go around so worried that
we’re going to make a mistake or aPPcarFoolish that we stop taking chances. This isa
Practicc that will rob us of oPPor‘tunitH as well asjog. Take arisk. Do sometlﬂing
3ou’ve never done before even if you dor’t know how-—you’” leam, or you won’t.
Eitl’)@l‘ way, 3ou’” have had an adventure. \/olunteer to do something that needs to
be done—and do it your way. Dance. Fcncorm. Lcacl. Sing louc”y even i{:gou dorn’t
know the notes. You’d be surprised how gracious People can be—and even if thcg
]auglﬁ, thcﬁ’” be secret]y envious oFgour wi“ingness to try. Kemcmbcr that the work is
God’s and we are simp]g instruments. | et the SPirit use 3ourghcts!

] guess that’s it for now. Doubtlcss]y, J've missed an impor’cant Point ..or812. 50, this will
be Point 7. (Sive your best and let it be. You won't get it all right. Something will be left
undone. Something could alwags have been imProvccl upon with more time, more resources,
more inPut from others, etc. So be it. Do your best and move on. (/\na’/[\gou want to hear
more about this one, come to church this 5unc/ay./)

Ohnce again, thank you for the Privi]ege of serving as your pastor these years. You have
been a source of blessing and strength for me and ] am both humbled and gratmcu]. ] am



already praging with you for the next lcader(s} (God will call to serve this communitg. | am
certain you will give them the same love and support that you have so Fait}ﬂcullg given me, and
equa“g certain it will be received as the great (ancl umcortunate]g, too rare) ghct that it is. Your
future is so bright. (God has amazing Plans for you. Alwags know that you are in my prayers;
and though you may not be able to see it be confident that ] will remain your most

er\t}ﬁusiastic cl’lcerlcader as gOU PrOngSS on 3ourjoumeg‘ ] lOVC gOU cleeplg

Fina”g, brothers and sisters, farewell. T he grace of Jesus Christ, the love of (God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all omcgou.

All my love and gra’ti’cudeJ

L

KEarma K. Amos



