
Kenny Bae received his B.S. degree in Physics, Radiation and Applied Physics with a 

Math minor from Eastern Illinois University in May 2007, and a Master’s degree in 

Atmospheric Science from the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, defending 

his research on the ‘Measurement of Small Ice Crystals in Artic Cirrus’. Kenny has 

taught both high school and college courses, ranging from environmental studies, 

earth science, biology, physics and math.  Most recently, while teaching at Global 

Citizenship Experience High School, he received a NASA Robotics Growth Grant, designed to inspire 

students to be science and technology leaders by engaging them in hands-on projects.  In addition to 

teaching, Kenny has professional laboratory experience as a battery engineer and alternative energy 

researcher.  Born in Chicago, but raised in a traditional Korean family, Kenny is passionate about the 

issues of climate change, global energy, resources and the environment.  His hobbies include basketball, 

tennis, weight lifting, chess, and playing with robots. 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry Davis has had over 35 years of experience in education as a teacher of 

mathematics at Francis W. Parker, a teacher of reading and language arts for the 

Chicago Public Schools, Lead Psychologist in Elgin, and an educational therapist in 

private practice.  In 1989, Henry was named School Practitioner of the Year in 

Illinois.  His educational background includes The University of Southern California, Loyola University, 

and Northwestern University.  Mr. Davis feels that all learners can find academic success in school if 

given the proper tools, support, and encouragement. He firmly believes that Wolcott School will 

provide an enriching environment in which students can flourish. During his quest to help make learning 

enjoyable, Mr. Davis has created 22 educational games sold around the world and translated into five 

languages.  Among his various experiences, he has been on the staff of Children’s Memorial Hospital, has 

been a zookeeper at the Lincoln Park Zoo, has been a vendor for all major sports teams, and has scaled 

a volcano, while living in Guatemala.  For leisure, Henry enjoys spending time with his wife and daughter, 

going to Cubs games, playing racquetball, reading works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and listening to Bob 

Dylan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Upon graduation from the University of Michigan with a B.A. in Psychology in 

2003, Brooke moved to Chicago and began her career in education.  Brooke 

attended graduate school at DePaul University, where she received her M.Ed. and 

became certified in both general and special education.  During graduate school, 

Brooke student-taught at Greeley School in Winnetka and served as an assistant 

teacher at Francis W. Parker School in Lincoln Park.  Most recently, Brooke serves 

as a private learning specialist, working with students at all levels and serving as an advocate on their 

behalf.  She delivers individual instruction that is strategy based to improve understanding of concepts 

and acquire skills across all core subject areas.  Brooke also provides intensive reading remediation 

utilizing multi-sensory methods, such as the Wilson Reading System, to facilitate learning.  Additionally, 

her work is geared towards improving executive functioning skills, building self-confidence and improving 

self-awareness.  Prior to starting her private practice and tutoring on a full-time basis, Brooke worked at 

Hyde Park Day School for five years as a learning disabilities specialist where she co-taught bright 

students with moderate to severe learning challenges.  While there, she collaborated with the staff, 

parents, and outside professionals to create and execute an individualized learning program for each 

student.  She also instructed students in the use of assistive technology to facilitate learning and 

independence.  Outside of the classroom, Brooke served on the school’s Independent Schools 

Association of the Central States accreditation leadership team and worked on committees to evaluate 

and improve facets of the school’s program.  In her spare time, Brooke enjoys traveling, playing sports, 

reading, and spending time with her friends and family.  Since its inception, she has been an enthusiastic 

supporter of Wolcott School and is thrilled to be joining the Wolcott community.  Brooke eagerly 

awaits the upcoming school year, and specifically looks forward to working with the students at Wolcott 

in helping them reach their greatest potential not only in school, but also in life. 

 

 

Sabrina graduated from Barnard College with a dual degree in American Studies 

and Pan-African Studies. After graduation, she moved to Philadelphia to work as 

the associate director of admissions at Steppingstone, a non-profit educational 

organization dedicated to providing educational opportunity for inner-city 

students. Sabrina then pursued public interest law at Temple Beasley School of Law, where she interned 

at the nation’s most prestigious legal aid office. In her last year of law school, Sabrina made the decision 

to return to her first love, education. Since then, she has worked as a learning specialist at a selective 

admissions high school and a special education director at a Montessori school in Philadelphia. Last 

spring, Sabrina relocated to Chicago. She currently serves as the interim eleventh and twelfth grade 

learning resources teacher at Francis W. Parker School.  Sabrina absolutely loves working with young 

adults and is excited to share her love of history and social studies with the students of Wolcott. She 

looks forward to challenging her students to think, expand, and ultimately change the world. 



 

 

 

Ray Llanes holds a B.S in Computer Engineering from The University of Illinois at 

Chicago and a M.A in Mathematics Education from DePaul University. Prior to 

joining Wolcott, Ray was a teacher at the Francis W. Parker School, where he 

taught courses in Computer Programming, Math, Physics, Web Design, and 

Engineering.  Before a change in careers, Ray worked at AmericanEagle.com as a 

web developer and at PharMedium Services as an IT specialist. Outside of school, 

Ray plays hockey, cheers for his daughter’s hockey team, and spends as much time as possible with his 

family.  He is excited to be working with the faculty, staff, and students who are dedicated to a pursuit 

of life-long education!  

 

 

 

 

Claire Walter, a fourth generation high school English teacher, is very excited to 

be a part of the founding team at Wolcott! After graduating summa cum laude from 

the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign with a B.A. in English, Claire joined 

Teach For America and began her teaching career in Baltimore City, Maryland. 

While there, Claire earned her Masters of Arts in Teaching from Johns Hopkins 

University.  Since returning to the Chicago area, Claire has taught accelerated 

freshman English classes as well as junior A.P. Language and Composition at Oak Park and River Forest 

High School.  A presenter at both national and state English conferences, Claire has a passion for 

creative, innovative, and experiential learning. As an avid proponent of practicing what she preaches, 

Claire spent her summer two years ago teaching creative writing while sailing aboard a tall-ship off 

Martha's Vineyard and later studying Korean literature in translation and learning the art of janggu, 

Korean drumming, at a Korea Academy for Educators seminar in Los Angeles.  She spent part of last 

summer in Concord, MA, reading and studying Henry David Thoreau at an educator institute and 

swimming laps across Walden Pond. As Claire prepares for the upcoming adventure at Wolcott, she is 

looking forward to meeting her new students and engaging in fascinating conversations about books and 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 



Elaine Winer began her career teaching high school in a typical, traditional four-

year Spanish program. If you took Spanish in high school, you probably remember 

those classes--they used textbooks to teach vocabulary, grammar and verb 

conjugations. To help the students fully engage in class, Elaine spiced up her classes 

with games and activities hoping more students would be successful and, most 

importantly, speak!  She was on to something then, because more students 

improved, however she was not yet satisfied with their speaking confidence. She knew instinctively that 

they could do more. 

In 1990, she went to a conference on TPRS given by the creator, Blaine Ray. She left knowing that her 

goal for the rest of her career was to hone the skill of teaching language with the TPRS method, which 

aligns second language acquisition with brain research theories on learning. It’s a simple concept--

immerse the students in comprehensible input using gestures, visuals, personalization, contextualization, 

and repetition. The bottom line is students acquire language quickly. She infused this into the high school 

curriculum and it was like magic! Students from all levels and abilities were incredibly successful, 

confident language students who were delighted that they could SPEAK Spanish! 

Elaine/Elena has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Secondary Education with a Major in Spanish and a 

Masters in Linguistics, and Teaching English as a Second Language. She is the recipient of numerous 

accolades, including Township High School District 113 Superintendent’s Recognition Awards, and was 

nominated for the “Those Who Excel” Teacher of the Year Award by the State of Illinois. 


