
             

 
Centergy Supports Increased Tactics to Maintain the Integrity of the Highway Trust Fund 

 
One of Centergy’s major areas of focus relates to supporting strong infrastructure throughout the region which will allow for the 
flow of workers and information to support a strong business environment.    

Some initiatives include the support of highway funding to complete the US Highway 10 added lane capacity project between 
Marshfield and Stevens Point, the reconstruction of Business 51 from Stevens Point to Plover, the Highway 34 bridge 
construction connecting Port Edwards and Wisconsin Rapids, Highway 13 upgrades between Marshfield and Highway 29, 
maintaining a strong regional airport, and increasing the broadband capacity throughout Central Wisconsin, to name a few. 

With regard to supporting the funding necessary to keep our local road projects on target, Centergy has voiced concern over the 
years of funding being transferred out of the Highway Trust Fund to balance the State Budget.  We are not placing political 
blame, as this raid on the trust fund has occurred under both political parties. While the State has been faced with extreme 
financial conditions, it may seem like the lesser of two evils, but back-filling with long-term bonding in many cases for short-term 
projects has had devastating effects on our State’s ability to repay.   

Recently, measures have been taken to increase the awareness of how our state budget is balanced.  Centergy maintains 
leadership in the Transportation Development Association (TDA).  This organization as gotten out in front of the transfers from 
the trust fund by forming a non-profit, non-partisan coalition called “Finding Forward”.   Private businesses, organized labor, 
transportation associations, regional planning interests, housing organizations and many other groups have come together to  
move Wisconsin forward. 

 

Wisconsin has a history of funding its transportation system by charging the users of that 
system. In order to ensure that user fees fund the system, the dollars need to be 
maintained in an account separate from general tax revenue. Over 90 percent of 
Wisconsin's state funding for transportation comes from two main user fees: the gas tax 
and vehicle registration fees.  The "user fee compact" holds that those who pay should 
benefit from those revenues.  This sounds valid, but this had not been the way it has 
worked. 

While you will not find any State elected official who wants to transfer this money, when push comes to shove in balancing the 
budget it is an easier target than cutting other programs and services.  The coalition of Finding Forward is working will all 72 
counties to encourage an advisory referendum on the November ballot which would ask voters to support a constitutional 
amendment so that these transfers from the Highway Trust Fund cannot occur.   Many voters in the Centergy region will see this 
question when they go to the polls in early November.   If counties across the state provide their citizens the opportunity to have 
their voices heard on whether Wisconsin should constitutionally protect its transportation user fees, then our state legislators will 
have a clear sense of what the public's wishes are on the subject. 

After the fall election, state legislators will decide if a joint resolution with the proposed constitutional language will be pursued.  
This must be passed in two consecutive legislative sessions. If both houses of the legislature pass the exact same joint 



resolution in two consecutive sessions, then the proposed language will be placed on a binding referendum to go before the 
voters in a subsequent election. 

      We realize that there is a long road ahead to protect the 
 Highway Trust Fund, but we need to start this journey by 
 raising the voices of Wisconsin citizens so that we can 
 continue to enjoy “real roads” which are safe and well 
 maintained in the future.    

 For more information on this topic you can go to 
 www.findingforward.com. 

 

 


