
Letter From OWASA’s Pat Davis to the Local Community
March 21, 2011

Good Afternoon,

I am writing to provide you a brief e-mail update regarding the status of OWASA’s consideration 
of a draft plan for management of our forest lands.

As time permits, OWASA staff continues to consider the public comments we have received on 
the draft plan, and we are working on a detailed draft response to those comments.  Once the 
draft response document is ready, we will submit it to the OWASA Board of Director’s Natural 
Resources and Technical Systems (NRTS) Committee, at which time we will also provide it to 
you and post it on our website.  Following consideration by the NRTS Committee, the draft 
response to comments will be revised as necessary and then go to the full OWASA Board for 
review and guidance.

We do not have a schedule for completion of the draft response to comments, or for discussion 
by the NRTS Committee and Board of Directors.  As we committed to do, we will inform you of 
the date and time at which this will be discussed by the NRTS Committee and then our Board.  
We previously expected that we would have the draft response to comments ready by now; 
however, our primary focus is on other higher priority matters, such as rates and budgets.  

We do not have any active forest management work in progress or scheduled at this time.  

Some adjacent landowners have inquired about recent flagging activity on some OWASA lands 
near Cane Creek Reservoir.  That flagging work is likely related to initial reconnaissance work 
for planning the route for the Mountains-to-Sea Trail (MST).  Orange County has the lead role in 
managing public involvement, feedback, private landowner concerns, etc. as specific trail 
alternatives evolve.

On December 10, 2009, the OWASA Board expressed support for the MST initiative and 
tentatively indicated that OWASA may allow a portion of the trail to be located on OWASA-
owned property in the vicinity of Cane Creek Reservoir, provided that water quality not be 
compromised in any way, that no OWASA funds be expended, and that OWASA be allowed to 
make necessary arrangements to minimize any security risks associated with hikers on the 
property. 

The OWASA Board also requested that Orange County provide an appropriate level of public 
involvement before finalizing plans for the trail.

Please let me know if you have any follow-up questions.  Thank you very much.

- Pat

Patrick Davis
Sustainability Manager
Orange Water and Sewer Authority
400 Jones Ferry Road
Carrboro, NC  27510

Telephone:  919-537-4210


