
Below is an e-mail sent by Orange County resident Martha Keating to Pat Davis, 
OWASA’s Sustainability Manager, concerning a moratorium on logging in the watershed 
of the Quabbin Reservoir in central Massachusetts:

Hi Pat,

Sorry it has taken me so long to get back to you regarding forest management and log-
ging activities in the Quabbin Reservoir watershed in Massachusetts.  I am providing a 
couple of links (below) to information about the history of the Quabbin watershed and 
some news about the recent moratorium.   Having read all this and considered in the 
context of the Cane Creek Reservoir, I wanted to highlight a couple of points.

First, I note that there have been forestry and logging activities in the Quabbin reservoir 
for decades – but the recent expansion of clearcutting, including documented "mis-
takes" by the state foresters, has triggered the current moratorium.

Second, the practice of clearing parcels at Quabbin to encourage mixed forest growth is 
similar to what True North advocated for portions of Cane Creek. However, the differ-
ence is that at Quabbin the land was initially acquired as farm land resulting in a subse-
quent forest that was all pretty much the same age and at risk of extensive damage dur-
ing catastrophic weather events.  This is not the case with Cane Creek where the forest 
is a mix of species and growth and succession stages.  

In addition, similar to Quabbin, Cane Creek suffers from an overpopulated deer herd 
which is effectively removing any new understory, and allowing, in blow-down areas, the 
proliferation of invasive species such as Autumn Olive.  I think that both of these factors 
need to be considered for clearing such parcels for Cane Creek, especially in the con-
text of what Derb Carter has characterized as the “landscape” view of management. 
First, the residential areas around the watershed already provide forest openings for 
birds and other wildlife (and alternative menu options for the deer).  Only the watershed 
provides unbroken forest cover. Second, any new hardwood species that would ordinar-
ily re-grow in a forest clearing will be immediately eaten by deer. Thus, instead of en-
couraging new growth of younger trees, such openings are more likely to encourage the 
spread of invasive species that the deer don’t eat. Thus, the need for clearing such par-
cels in Cane Creek seems unnecessary.

Thank you again for the chance to send you my thoughts and I hope the information is 
informative.

Best,
Martha Keating

http://foreststofaucets.info/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Barten_etal_JF98.pdf
http://www.maforests.org/QUABBIN.pdf
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/green/articles/2010/03/04/a_clear_cut_controversy/
http://www.gazettenet.com/2010/07/24/quabbin-logging-no-clear-cut-solution
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