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Vigilant to be relieved 
 
Following the grounding of the T/V Seabulk Pride in 2006, Cook Inlet RCAC was 
instrumental in getting a docking assist tug stationed in Cook Inlet. The first tug 
assigned to the region was the Tug Protector, which was stationed in Kenai in 2007 and 
dedicated to Tesoro’s KPL operations. The Protector was followed by the 100-foot 
Valor Class Tug Vigilant in 2008. Soon, a tug with a great track record as a docking 
assist/offshore towing and ocean rescue vessel, the Tug Millennium Star, will relieve 
the Tug Vigilant. 
 
The Millennium Star (photo) is a Marco 105 Class tug and was built in 2002 and 
retrofitted in 2012. She is 
scheduled to depart Seattle 
on December 15, and will 
relieve the Vigilant in 
Nikiski on January 1, 2013. 
Along with an ice- 
strengthened hull for Cook 
Inlet’s harsh ice conditions 
and heated decks and tanks, 
the Millennium Star also 
has keel coolers, unlike the 
Vigilant’s raw water 
cooling system, which was 
problematic in Cook Inlet’s 
icy cold waters. She is a 99-
foot, 173 gross ton towing vessel that has been re-powered and equipped for emergency 
towing. She will ply Cook Inlet’s waters until April 15, when the permanent 
replacement Tug Bob Franco comes online. The Bob Franco, which is being built to 
ABS (American Bureau of Shipping) Ice Class DO standards, is a Jensen 120 Class tug 
and will incorporate features that are a direct result of the many “lessons learned” of 
operating the docking assist tugs in Cook Inlet since 2006. 
 
Tesoro Maritime’s Captain Marc Bayer will be sharing more details about these two 
tugs at the upcoming December 7th Council board meeting in Anchorage. 
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