
From the Secretary’s Desk:  The Year In Review 

I hope you all had a lovely holiday with family and friends. As we welcome in the New Year I want to 
take a moment to reflect on all that we have accomplished this past year, and what we have to look 
forward to in the days ahead.  
 
2012 was a year of transitions and challenge for the Agency of Natural Resources. Despite this, we 
made some significant steps forward.  
 
Irene Recovery efforts still dominated much of our agenda, with continued work along with our 
partners at VTRANS and the Agency of Commerce and Community Development to mend roads, 
rebuild communities, and to restore and repair the waterways that were damaged during the 
immediate aftermath of the storm. We also worked closely with legislative committees to craft a new 
law that will help us better respond to future flood emergencies and which should help make our 
communities more resilient to the damage caused by flooding.  
 
ANR staff and leadership also struggled with our dislocation. Remember, our offices in Waterbury 
were destroyed leaving us to scramble to find new space for the 400 staff who worked there? With 
the help of BGS we relocated our workforce to temporary spaces in Winooski, Waitsfield and South 
Barre, resulting in very long commutes for many of our employees. On a positive note, the first group 
of 150 staff moved into our new, permanent, office space at National Life. It is a beautiful, light, 
professional space. We are still getting used to working with an open floor plan (no offices), but it is 
great to have such a large group of us all together again. The rest of the dislocated staff will be moving 
into National Life over the next couple of months.  
 
The challenges of dislocation did not stop staff from getting some important things done this year. 
The hard work of our solid waste team and our legislative partners resulted in the adoption of a far-
reaching solid waste law, and legislation requiring an in-depth look at what it will take to clean up our 
lakes and ponds. The saga of Pete the moose came to an end, and we established, in law, that our 
wildlife is a public trust. Wind turbines are running in Lowell and Sheffield, and our agency ensured 
that these projects were built to minimize impact on water and wildlife. Our parks had a record-
setting year with visitors nearing a million and we had great hunting and fishing seasons.  
 
Along with an advisory group made up of many of our partners, and with funding from the Clean 
Energy Development Fund, we developed a natural resources map called the Biofinder that identifies 
places of high biodiversity in Vermont. It will go live within the next month, and the data set will be 
included in the Vermont Energy Atlas to help developers, policy makers and others identify the places 
best suited for renewable energy development. In cooperation with the Public Service Department 
and the new Energy Siting Commission we are working on identifying improvements to our energy 
siting process.  
 
Although we did not meet our 2012 goal of reducing our GHG emissions to pre-1990 levels, members 



of the Climate Cabinet, working with the legislature, took some significant steps to implement 
Vermont’s new Comprehensive Energy Plan. Some of the items include new investments in renewable 
energy development, work with our regional partners to develop an electric vehicle corridor, and the 
convening of a task force to focus on making our homes and buildings more energy efficient so that 
we burn less fossil fuel to stay warm.  
 
In the coming year we will continue to work on the tough issues – keeping our waters clean and 
cleaning up our polluted waters, encouraging land use development that is consistent with our goals 
of resilient communities, reducing our contributions to greenhouse gas emissions and ensuring that 
we prepare for the consequences of global climate change. In the aftermath of Irene we began an 
important conversation in Vermont about how to build communities that will be more resilient to 
climate change and that will contribute less to greenhouse gas emissions. As a state, we are beginning 
to transition our thinking; recognizing that the issues we face are interconnected – good jobs and 
economic strength, public health, food security, environmental degradation and climate change. I 
believe that by addressing these issues holistically we will foster a social, ecological and cultural 
renaissance in Vermont.  
 
I want to thank all of you for your partnership and support this past year. There is nothing better than 
getting to serve as stewards of Vermont’s wildlife, rivers, lakes, mountains, forests and fields. I am 
encouraged by the important progress we have made, and I am inspired every day by the staff at ANR 
and by Vermonters’ shared commitment to our common mission of protecting and enhancing our 
environment for this and future generations. 
 
May you and your family have a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
Deb Markowitz 


