
Eagle-Net Alliance
Attn: Randy Zila, Chief Executive Officer
11800 Ridge Parkway, Suite 450
Broomfield, CO. 80021

September 10, 2012

Dear Mr. Zila-

Thank you for your timely return correspondence to us dated August 28th• In addition, much
appreciation to Chip White and Gretchen Dirks individually for visiting with us here in Silverton
on September 5th and to the Eagle-Net Alliance ("ENA") in general for removing any
ambiguities with respect to Eagle Net's intention to complete a fiber optic build to Silverton. We
appreciate the definitive signs of progress and the answers to our specific questions and
concerns, and greatly value the fact that you took these inquiries to heart as demonstrated in your
detailed response. As you know, we have long advocated tirelessly for the installation of a fiber
optic line to Silverton. As the last county seat in the State of Colorado without a fiber link, we
have pushed, prodded, cajoled, harassed, and begged for various governmental and private
entities to bring a fiber optic line into our community. In our 12 years of advocacy work, Eagle
Net is the only entity that has come forth with both a vision and the funding for a viable solution
to our long standing telecommunications quagmire.

It is deeply reassuring that in response to the concerns and questions raised in our letter, Eagle
Net has reaffirmed its commitment to bringing a fiber line to the Silverton School and by
association, the Silverton community. In support of that end, we appreciate your offer to keep us
apprised of all relevant developments toward proj ect completion including the execution of
necessary contracts, acquisition of required permits, et cetera. In order to assist us all in that
information-sharing process, please note that our designated local technology planning team,
Operation Link-Up, meets regularly at 8:30 am on the second Tuesday of each month in the
Silverton Town Hall. We would like extend a standing invitation for an ENA representative to
attend or participate in that monthly meeting so as to report on any relevant progress. We feel
that such participation will allow us respond from a more informed perspective to any further
concerns we might receive from outside interests while also allowing for a productive
collaboration process between us from a planning standpoint.
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As you well know - and as Mr. White and Ms. Dirks observed personally upon their recent visit
to Town - the community has acted with what it believes to be reasonable reliance on ENA's
impending fiber build as it has undertaken state-of-the-art improvements to the school's
communications systems, which are now capable providing 10 gigabyte broadband-based
educational services. But such services are possible only via a presently-lacking, ground-based
connection to the outside world. With ENA having pledged to establish such a connection, the
school will be able to actually employ the tools it provided for itself in anticipation of the ENA
project completion.

In similar fashion through joint participation in the Southwest Colorado Open Access Network
("SCAN") project, the Town and County have dedicated significant financial and human
resources to the construction of an inter-community fiber optic ring meant to connect all public
facilities in town. In the course of committing their respective grant match amounts to this state
Department of Local Affairs-funded enterprise, the Town and County have continued to operate
under the assumption that this local fiber ring would not exist in a technological void. Rather,
the respective governments have acted on the basis of ENA's repeated assurances that this
locally funded asset would be connected to a regional fiber optic extension that ENA has pledged
to extend northward up the U.S. 550 corridor at least to Silverton if not beyond.

Please note that notwithstanding the long-awaited benefits an ENA fiber connection will confer
upon us as a County, a county seat, and a school district, we have always maintained - and we
will continue to maintain - that the completion of these improvements represents far more than
merely a large step toward the solution to the Silverton-San Juan County technological divide.
Rather, we and other leaders in our surrounding communities feel that this build represents a
crucial undertaking in shoring up the entire region's economic development potential, all along
the U.S. 50/550 corridor from Durango to Grand Junction. On behalf of not only the local
residents we represent here in Silverton, but for those business interests and residents all along
this vastly underserved corridor, we are once again thankful for the enhanced connectivity ENA
promises for the region on a collective basis. All of southwest Colorado spoke though the
Governor's Bottom-Up Economic Development Plan process of the need to expand broadband
access throughout underserved areas in the region and we see ENA responding to that universal
plea through its completion of this component of its larger statewide network creation.

So again, while we are sure a myriad of unanswered questions and host of logistical and
technical complications remain, we would like to continue to offer our unyielding support to
Eagle Net in whatever form that may take as your organization continues in good faith to move
forward with brining expanded connectivity to our community and broader region. We sense that
we are as close to a solution as we have ever been given Eagle Net's recent assurances to us and
have confidence that your goal to link every school district in the state with a fiber connection is
sincere. On our end, know that Operation Link Up's persisting goal is to bring fiber optics to our
school and other public-sector facilities through whatever means feasible and reasonable. With
that in mind, ifENA's solution involves the installation of fiber from the south alone, trust that
Link-Up will remain committed to closing the gap between Silverton and Ouray to the north
thereby providing a seamless fiber path along this portion of the Western Slope in order to level
our area's playing field with respect to both educational opportunities and economic
development potential.
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We appreciate that you have taken on the challenge of providing a solution that no one else has
been willing or able to do. We look forward to a successful 2013 fiber build and remain ready to
help problem-solve in whatever manner we can.

Most Sincerely,

\ '''1../ ~~ VV'JovuC.L

Kim White, Superintendent
Silverton School District

JJL~William Tookey
San Juan County Administrator

------====----
son S. Wells

Silverton Administrator

CC: Larry Strickling, Assistant Secretary for Communic<j-t1onsand Information
Representative Greg Walden, Chairman of the Communications Subcommittee
Representative Terry Lee, Communications Subcommittee
Jonathon Adelstein, RUS Administrator
Jessica Zufolo, RUS Deputy Administrator
Tom Yennerell, Chairman of the Southwest Colorado Council of Governments
Congressman Scott Tipton Gardner
Senator Mark Udall
Senator Michael Bennet

31Page


