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Oregon Montessori Association Salary Survey Report 

Spring 2013 

The Oregon Montessori Association sent a Salary and Benefits online Survey to 200 schools in 

the Northwest.  This year, we had 47 respondents.  In January of 2014, the OMA plans to 

release the survey again, and build a longitudinal collection of data to share each year.  Thank 

you for participating – here is a simple report of the results from this May 2013. 

To determine the profile of responding schools, we asked about the size of school and 

whether it was non-profit or for profit, and urban or rural.  The survey then asked about 

Guide salaries and benefits, by level taught, and Assistant’s salaries and benefits. 

 

Size of school (47 responses): 
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Non-Profit versus Profit schools: 

 19 Non-Profit and 28 Profit 

 

Urban versus Rural Schools: 

   38 Urban and 9 Rural 

 

The majority of participating schools report student populations between 21 and 50, are for-

profit, and located in an urban area. 
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Important factors in determining salaries: 

47 Schools responded, with the highest ranking of importance going to “education”, followed 

by “years of experience in the age group taught” and then “second language fluency”. 

 

Assistants to Infancy Guide Salaries were reported between $29,400 and $40,500, on average, 

by experience level.  There were 11 schools responding, reporting for 23 teachers. 

 

# of Salaries reported by experience:  9 (0-5 yrs), 8 (6-10), 2 (11-15), 2 (16-20), 2 (21+) 
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For ASSISTANTS TO INFANCY, please enter a guide's annual salary in 
each experience level.  Please use only number (no commas or dollar signs, 

ex: $30,000 = 30000). 
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Primary Guide Salaries were reported between $30,100 and $46,100, from 29 schools. 

 

80 responses in chart, # for each experience level:  27 (0-5yrs), 16 (6-10), 15 (11-15), 11 (16-20), 11 (21+) 

Elementary Guide Salaries were reported between $34,500 and $45,400, from 11 schools. 

 

30 responses in chart, # for each experience level:  7 (0-5yrs), 9 (6-10), 5 (11-15), 4 (16-20), 5 (21+) 
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For PRIMARY (3 - 6 yr olds), please enter a guide's annual salary in each 
experience level.  Please use only number (no commas or dollar signs, ex: 

$30,000 = 30000) 
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For ELEMENTARY, please enter a guide's annual salary in each experience 
level.  Please use only number (no commas or dollar signs, ex: $30,000 = 

30000) 
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Adolescent Guide Salaries were reported between $30,000 and $43,300, from 3 schools. 

 

11 responses in chart, # per experience level:  2 (0-5yrs), 2 (6-10), 3 (11-15), 2 (16-20), 2 (21+) 

These salaries, by experience level, are reported as averages of the responses given by 

schools.  For actual ranges within any of these categories, contact OMA (email:  

jbryznar@gmail.com)  And, see the Addendum for details of 10 month salaries versus 12 

month. 
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For ADOLESCENT GUIDES (7th - 8/9th grade), please enter a guide's 
annual salary in each experience level.  Please use only number (no 

commas or dollar signs, ex: $30,000 = 30000) 

mailto:jbryznar@gmail.com
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Benefits offered to Guides are pictured quantitatively in the chart below, with 21 responses.  

Most schools partially pay for Medical Insurance (blue column).   

 

Yellow column = Medical, fully paid by school. 

Blue column = Medical, partially paid by school. 

Purple column = Dental/Vision, fully paid by school. 

Red column = Dental/vision, partially paid by school. 

Green column = Retirement/pension, fully paid by school. 

Moss column = Retirement/pension, contributed to by school. 
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Additional benefits offered to guides, graphed based upon 33 responses: 

 

Yellow column = Paid time off (sick/personal – not including school holidays) 

Blue column = Tuition discounts for staff children. 

Purple column = Paid continuing education. 

 

Number of Days of Paid Time Off offered to Guides, based upon 31 responses: 

Average = 8.5 days per year  Range = 0 – 20 days  Median = 20 days 

2 Outlier responses not included in the average = 41 days and 5 weeks 

Discounted Tuition Percentages offered to Guides, based upon 29 responses: 

Average = 50%  Range = 0 to 100%   

special cases:  100% for first child, 50% primary and 25% infant/toddler, and full qualification as 

determined by PSAS service. 

Continuing Education Funds offered to Guides, based upon 28 responses: 

Average = $580 per year Range = 0 - $2,000 

Special cases:  varies by training offered, 15 hours with school paying half of the fees. 
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Guide salaries based upon 10 versus 12 months of work.  A slight majority of guides are 

reported as working 10 months per year, versus 12. 

 

Responses include 17 schools reporting 10 months, and 15 schools reporting 12 months  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OMA Salary Survey, April/May 2013 Page 9 
 

This survey also looked at Assistant salaries, which were averaged by the participating 

schools for all age groups taught.  Separating the salaries for each age group was not 

requested by OMA at this time. 

 

Average of Assistant’s salaries, by experience level (29 Schools responded): 

 

The salary range for Assistants was reported from $20,100 to $23,700. 

Additional response details are included in the Addendum, broken down by 10 or 12 months worked.  

The number of responses given on this survey per “years of experience” are as follows: 

0 – 5 years:  25 responses  

6 – 10 years:  20 responses 

11 – 15 years:  14 responses 

16 – 20 years:  8 responses 

21+ years:  5 responses 
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Assistant Salaries  
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Benefits offered to Assistants (20 schools responded):

 

 

Further benefits offered to Assistants: 
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Number of Days of Paid Time Off offered to Assistants, based upon 31 responses: 

Average = 8.5 days per year  Range = 1 – 21 days per year   

  

Discounted Tuition Percentages offered to Assistants, based upon 25 responses: 

Average = 44%  Range = 5 to 100%   

Special cases:  50% primary and 25% infant/toddler, and full qualification as determined by PSAS service. 

 

Continuing Education Funds offered to Assistants, based upon 27 responses: 

Average = $310 per year Range = 0 - $2,000 

Special cases:  varies by training offered, 15 hours with school paying half of the fees. 

 

 

Assistant Salaries, based upon 10 or 12 months of work: 

 

Responses include 17 schools reporting 10 months and 15 reporting 12 months of work for assistants.  

Full breakdown of salaries separated by 10 or 12 months worked is provided in the following 

Addendum.  
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Addendum to the OMA Survey Results 

The following charts show the differences reported between Guides working 10 and 12 months.  With 

the size of our sample being only 47, and the possibility that this question was misunderstood, we are 

sharing these results without further analysis.  The number of responses given for each category and the 

average of those salaries are included in the text boxes below each chart.  We will further refine the 

survey for the winter of 2014 to be sure questions posed are clear and data can be logically analyzed. 
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 Response details: 

  
Assistants to Infancy Guide Salaries 

Years exp  10 months  12 months 

   # responses  # responses  

0-5   $33,333  $27,000 

   3 responses  5 responses 

6-10   $37,500  $31,400 

   2 responses  6 responses 

11-15   $48,000  $24,000 

   1 response  1 response 

16-20   $50,000  $30,000 

   1 response  1 response 

21+   $51,000  $30,000 

   1 response  1 response 
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Response details: 

  

Primary Guide Salaries 

Years exp  10 months  12 months 

   # responses  # responses  

0-5   $29,575  $31,027 

   15 responses  11 responses 

6-10   $36,588  $35,343 

   9 responses  7 responses 

11-15   $40,181  $41,425 

   11 responses  4 responses 

16-20   $41,607  $41,350 

   7 responses  4 responses 

21+   $46,557  $45,250 

   7 responses  4 responses 
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 Response details:  

  

Elementary Guide Salaries 

Years exp  10 months  12 months 

   # responses  # responses  

0-5   $45,000  $20,667 

   4 responses  3 responses 

6-10   $44,160  $29,250 

   5 responses  4 responses 

11-15   $53,333  $24,500 

   3 responses  2 responses 

16-20   $58,667  $0 

   3 responses  1 response 

21+   $56,750  $0 

   4 responses  1 response 
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 Response details:  

  

Adolescent Guide Salaries 

Years exp  10 months  12 months 

   # responses  # responses  

0-5   $60,000  $0 

   1 response  1 response 

6-10   $65,000  $0 

   1 response  1 response 

11-15   $70,000  $30,000 

   1 response  2 responses 

16-20   $75,000  $0 

   1 response  1 response 

21+   $80,000  $0 

   1 response  1 response 
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This chart shows the Assistant salary levels reported when separated between 10 and 12 months 

worked.  

 Response details:  Assistant Salaries 

Years exp  10 months  12 months 

   # responses  # responses  

0-5   $19,657  $21,084 

   14 responses  11 responses 

6-10   $23,372  $24,155 

   12 responses  8 responses 

11-15   $25,110  $10,000 

   12 responses  2 responses 

16-20   $27,883  $9,404 

   6 responses  2 responses 

21+   $26,825  $0 

   4 responses 


