
Farmers who grow vegetables such as spinach, lettuce, other greens, tomatoes or 
cucumbers can extend their growing season by several weeks in the spring and/or fall 
with unheated high tunnels.  John Moulton of Moulton Farms says this enables him to 
keep his customers happy for a longer time and give them more variety of fresh local 
food.  Though the inputs can be intense, the payback on some of these high value crops 
is worth it.   
 
Another benefit to growing plants inside structures is there is more control.  They provide 
a cushion against the weather.  Insect and disease pests can also be more easily 
managed.   
 
Producers of ornamental plants also use greenhouses.  Though consumers usually think 
of buying flowers or shrubs in the spring or fall, growers are working year round to 
propagate and tend these products.  Many of these are grown for the wholesale market, 
providing the plants that later show up at local garden centers where we buy them. 
 
Some plants are started from seed but many are produced from cuttings.  At D. S. Cole 
Growers, Inc. during this time of year they are preparing 500,000 cuttings each week!  
They use their four acres of greenhouses in various ways depending on the season.  
From growing bedding plants, potted plants, succulents, mums, poinsettias and herbs 
they stay busy all year, actually employing more people in the winter than in warmer 
months. 
 
Greenhouses can be assets at schools as a way to raise food for the cafeteria or provide 
educational opportunities for students.  They do require a commitment and work best 
when there is a team in place to maximize their benefits and spread out the work.  
Contact us if you are interested in learning more about how to do that. 
 
If you aren’t able to have a greenhouse or high tunnel at your school, visiting one can 
also be a great educational experience.  See the resource list for how to find a grower 
near you.  Thanks to the following businesses that provided information for this article 
who are also happy to host school groups. 
 
John Moulton, Moulton Farms, Meredith:  www.moultonfarm.com 
Katie Suroweic, Suroweic Farm, Sanbornton: www.surowiecfarm.com 
Ed Person, Ledgewood Farm, Moultonborough: www.ledgewoodfarm.com 
Leslie Van Berkum, Van Berkum Nursery, Deerfield www.vanberkumnursery.com 
Chris Schlegel, D. S. Cole Growers, Loudon: www.dscolegrowers.com 
 


