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I got involved with AboutFace 6 years ago when I heard about the charitable organization from a 

parent representative in my clinic whose son was born with a Cleft Lip. I started to find out more about 
the organization on your website and began to order information such as books, pamphlets and any 
educational information that I thought would be beneficial to my families at IWK Health Centre. 

 
I started to volunteer with AboutFace because I knew we could provide our families with 

additional support by linking them with the organization. It has also opened doors for families of IWK 
by allowing them to connect with one another.  Your organization has also provided our clinic at the 
Health Centre with additional teaching tools to help my families. I hope to make a difference for the 
families we serve in Nova Scotia at the Izaak Walton Killam Health Centre. Getting the word out about 
AboutFace to my patients and their families as well as other health care professionals and our 
communities has proven to be very powerful.  I have been working in the Cleft Lip and Palate Clinic for 
over 16 years but I really feel that the past few years have been the most rewarding for me, and it is 
because I have become involved with AboutFace. 

 
Volunteering for AboutFace has been a new experience for me for the past few years and it feels 

great! My family and friends have been very supportive and have helped me put together some baseball 
tournaments, BBQ’s and 50/50 tickets. To date we have raised over $4000 for AboutFace. I got the idea 
that I could raise funds by doing small events after having lunch in Halifax with Jessica Fitzpatrick, 
AboutFace’s Manager of Marketing and Outreach. She informed me that even small fundraisers can 
have great impact.  Randy Pielsticker, AboutFace’s Camp Director has also had the opportunity to meet 
families in my clinic to discuss AboutFace programs for children of all ages, and it was a great success! 
My current goal is to get a corporate sponsor in Nova Scotia in support of Camp Trailblazers. 
Fundraising promotes awareness! 

 
I really want all children born with facial differences to have every opportunity to achieve 

happiness, success and make friendships for life. When a new family arrives in my clinic they are 
provided with information on the programs and services AboutFace has to offer. Being involved with 
AboutFace has been very rewarding and I feel that I have made a big difference in the world. I love 
volunteering at Camp Trailblazers (which I have done for several years) and watching the children come 
together to build confidence and life long friendships. One example of how Camp Trailblazers can make 
a difference is: we had a child at the IWK Health Centre who never spoke a word or never made eye 
contact with anyone. He visited again in January 2012 after going to Camp Trailblazers the previous fall 
and when he walked in he made eye contact with everyone he spoke to and had a great conversation 
with me about his time at camp. I was so moved by his newly developed confidence. This year will be 
our fifth for Camp Trailblazers in Nova Scotia and the number of campers keeps growing every year! 
Thank you AboutFace for all you do for the families in Nova Scotia I am proud to be a part of your 
fantastic team! 

 
I am so passionate about my work at the IWK Health Centre, and volunteering for AboutFace 

has been very rewarding and awesome for me! I have realized that you do not need to focus on big 
fundraisers to make a difference – even the small ones are important, because every dollar raised makes 
a difference in someone’s life. 


