
KEY ADVOCACY POSITIONS 

We work to increase  Peer Support and 
Advocacy across all child serving sys-
tems. Funding and support must be identified 
to further develop youth peer advocacy in all 
New York State counties. Priority systems for 
YP! include Mental Health, Juvenile Justice, 
Independent living, Substance Abuse  and 
Foster Care. 

We support efforts to increase trauma in-
formed practice in New York State. Support 
funding for trauma informed care trainings in 
the Office of Mental Health (OMH), Office of 
People with Developmental Disabilities 
(OPWDD),  Office of Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Services (OASAS), Office of Child & 
Family Services (OCFS) and the New York 
State Education Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

 Become a Member! 

 Join a Working Group! 

 Apply for the Board of Directors 

 Be a Strong Advocate! 

 

CONNECT WITH US! 

Address:  YOUTH POWER! Inc.    
  737 Madison Avenue                                      
  Albany, New York 12208 
Phone:  518-432-0333 
Fax:  518-434-6478 
Email:  info@youthpowerny.org 
Web:  www.youthpowerny.org 

www.facebook.com/YOUTHPOWER.NY 

YOUTH POWER! INC. MISSION 

YOUTH POWER! is the New York 
State network of young people who 
have been labeled and are seeking 
change. Together, we have decided to 
speak up about our experiences be-
cause no one knows what it is like for 
us better than we do. Through peer-to-
peer mentoring, we empower young 
people to be active citizens, aware of 
government operations, their rights 
and the ability to use their voices to in-
fluence policies, practices, regulation 
and law.  We are young people helping 
other people, ensuring availability of 
self-help, peer support and changing    
systems so that young people get the 
support they need with the respect and 
dignity they deserve.  

YOUTH POWER! INC. VISION 

YOUTH POWER! envisions a world 
that embraces diversity, encourages       
resiliency, is strength-based and has 
the ability to adapt. A community, in 
which young people are inspired,    
empowered and supported to make 
informed choices.  

DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

We support and actively participate in 
disability rights and independent living 
movements, including: the New York 
State Independent Living Council 
(NYSILC); New York Association on 
Independent Living (NYAIL); National 
Council on Disability (NCD); and     
National Council on Independent    
Living (NCIL). 

YOUTH POWER! inc. 
737 Madison Avenue 

Albany, NY 12208 
Phone: 518-432-0333 

Fax: 518-434-6478 
Email: info@youthpowerny.org 

Website: www.youthpowerny.org 

2013 - 2015  
PRIORITY 
AGENDA 

PRIORITY AGENDA  

YOUTH POWER! is the New York 
State network of young people who 
have been labeled in state systems 
and seek to make change. We take 
action which promotes youth        
engagement in systems oversight 
and which ensures equal and quality 
services for youth and young adults. 
Since 2008, we have released an   
annual advocacy agenda which sets 
the priority issues our network  
chooses to address. 

YOUTH POWER! takes these        
priorities seriously and works hard to 
make a difference.  We understand 
that these changes will not happen 
overnight, and in fact may take     
several years.    

The new YOUTH POWER! Priority 
Agenda will focus our efforts over the 
next three years, 2013 - 2015.  This 
move from a one year plan to three 
will focus our efforts long-term.  As a 
network we will set and reach goals 
which will transform service systems 
so that young people will get the  
support they need with the respect 
and dignity they deserve. 

NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US! 

This document is that of YOUTH POWER! Inc. 
and it’s Network and does not necessarily     

reflect the policies and positions of Families  
Together in New York State. 

Young people working together to 
make positive change in New York 
State systems and communities. 



EDUCATION 

Young people with disabilities and/or experiences in various state systems 
deserve the highest level of education. We will pursue our right to a fair 
and meaningful  education 
and require our involvement 
in our educational planning. 

 We encourage the Board 
of Regents to implement 
multiple graduation options 
for all students, including the 
re-implementation of a “local 
diploma.”  For students with 
only the most severe        
disabilities, we support a fair 
an meaningful Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential. 

 We also support initiatives to enhance “Deeper Learning” in NYS 
including the development of a portfolio based graduation option.  
Deeper learning prepares students to be college and 21st century 
career ready.  It teaches students to think critically and solve     
complex problems; work collaboratively; communicate effectively; 
and be self-directed and able to incorporate feedback.  

 We support legislation requiring that Disability History Awareness 
be taught as part of the standard NYS Curriculum. 

EQUALITY
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AWARENESS 

Autism Awareness: Most people know very little about 
Autism and those with it.  We believe the only way to fix 
this is through autistic-run informational sessions, with 
direct input and participation from autistic youth. Involve-
ment of autistic people is essential! Their parents, sib-
lings, and people who work with them often forget about 
the feelings and desires the autistic individual.  Only 
through this autistic peer-driven approach will people truly understand   
autism and those affected by it. 

Anti-Bullying Initiatives: We believe that bullying and discrimination 
should not be tolerated and victims deserve the highest level of respect 
and protection. Furthermore, we feel bullies need youth-driven support and 
positive interventions.  We call on every person in New York State to put 
effort into this important community problem. 

 Support bullying prevention and intervention programs not only in 
schools but across state systems, in local communities and on the         
Internet.  Peer mediation programs should be available in all school       
settings. 

 

“There needs to be more preparation for 
Regents, SATs and College.  There also 
needs to be more of a focus on applied 

skills, not just the final exams or         
Regents exams.  Schools need to focus 
more on making classes relevant for the 

youths’ future and specific career.“ 

“Leadership forums and advocacy 
training is something that schools and 

placements should implement more 
into the programs.” 

SYSTEMS & SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 
 

Transition Support: Young people engaged in state systems face many 
challenging transitions. Opportunities to develop self-advocacy, independ-
ent living and coping strategies should be offered to youth and young 
adults. 

 There is a lack of age-appropriate services available to young adults.  
Training on youth culture and development must be offered to adult human 

service providers. 

   There must be a larger focus on building 
independent living and self-advocacy skills 
for young people.  Basic life skills such as 
budgeting, building credit, finding housing 
and personal care must be taught. 

Foster Care: Youth deserve and need love. 
We must have the best quality environment to grow and have the opportu-
nity to make informed choices and not be segregated from our communi-
ties and peers. 

 Ensure local agencies provide quality foster care services through     
improved oversight and accountability methods. 
 Establish and promote a clear process for youth to report grievances 
with their foster family or case worker. 
 Ensure the best possible matches for foster families are made by repli-
cating model programs that provide comprehensive, holistic services for 
youth entering the foster care system. 
 Increase training for case workers and 
foster parents on trauma informed practices and cultural competency ap-
plied in the home setting. 

Juvenile Justice: The unnecessary incar-
ceration of youth must end. We need more 
community supports and youth develop-
ment programs. We will ensure our human 
rights are met. 

   Raise the age which youth can be tried 
as adults to 18 in the criminal justice sys-
tem. Youth should never be sent to adult 
prisons. 
   Young people must be involved in every 

stage of the reform of the    Juvenile Justice system. 
 Savings from the closing of facilities must include reinvestment in 
strength-based, youth driven, community supports such as youth peer  
advocacy, peer-to-peer family support and mentoring programs for youth 
who are at risk or involved in the Juvenile Justice system. 
 
Health Care Reform & Medicaid Redesign: Health care reform and 
Medicaid redesign are of the most important systems transformation initia-
tives taking place today. Young people should have meaningful participa-
tion in these     efforts. 
 Support efforts to increase independent peer support services for 
youth, young adults and their family members. 
 Support care coordination across-systems. 
 Community-based services should be available before a crisis or 
threat of hospitalization/residential placement. 
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 “When I tried to notify staff about 
side effects of medication, the staff 

didn’t listen and treated me like I 
was being defiant.” 

“We want to make sure that human 
rights are given to all youth and 

young adults. We also want to make 
sure that youth and young adults 

have their voices heard by the       
systems that serve them.”  


