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Texas is blessed with 267,277 square miles 

of beaches, lakes and rivers, pine forests, 

prairies, and 8,000-foot mountain peaks – 

not to mention unique historical sites, sports 

arenas, parks and other attractions. 

Small wonder, then, that millions of visitors 

come here each year, expecting to find 

Texas a little piece of heaven.

Our job is to make sure that’s exactly 

what they do find…with the 

gospel message and the open arms of 

Jesus ready to welcome them.

We are the Resort, Leisure & Sports Ministry.

We help you and your church carry out Biblical 

missions in leisure settings. Since most people 

go there expecting only recreation, relaxation 

or excitement, these venues provide a real 

opportunity to “surprise people with God’s love.” 

The Apostle Paul sums up this approach in 1 Cor. 

9:22 – “I have become all things to all men, so that 

by all possible means I might save some.” (NIV) 

The salvation message doesn’t change, but the 

messenger must adapt the approach, often by first 

becoming a servant, and earning the opportunity 

to share the Good News!

333 N. Washington • Dallas, Texas 75246-1798

www.texasbaptists.org/evangelism
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WE BRING REDEMPTION TO THOSE 
SEEKING RECREATION.
While we believe all people need Christ as their Savior, our 

ministry focuses on three specific groups:

1.	Visitors/participants. 

 These may be vacationers, sport spectators,

 campers, fishermen, hikers, boaters, shoppers,

 visitors to rodeos, circuses or other events. They

 may be poor, rich, any race or religion, young or

 old, alone or in a group. 

2.	Recreation	venue	workers. 

 These may be year-round staff, seasonal workers,

 even “carnies” or temporary workers at an event.

 Park Rangers, lifeguards, concessionaires, guides

 and boat operators, security staff, performers and

 service providers all fall into this category.

3.	The	area’s	permanent	residents. 

 Communities, retirement villages, even entire

 towns often grow up around leisure venues. 

 People here are often best served by organizing a

 mission church with a seasonal or year-round ministry. 

WE TAKE THE GOOD NEWS WHEREVER 
GOOD TIMES HAPPEN.
Look around where you live, and notice how many places 

offer people rest, relaxation, and recreation. Then survey 

each one to determine where a ministry is needed.

Beaches,	Lakes	and	Rivers.

Water attractions (campgrounds, marinas, parks, etc.) offer 

many opportunities for ministry. Events unique to these 

settings, such as boat races or fishing tournaments, are 

encouraged. Often the ministry includes people employed to 

provide essential services to visitors.

Campgrounds.

Most campers enjoy being around other friendly folks, so 

any public, private or commercial facility with tent or RV 

camping is a possible ministry site. Texas has more than 

360 public campgrounds alone – some year-round, others 

seasonal. Ministries may include refreshments, children’s 

programs (day camping and nature activities), family 

entertainment (concerts, campfires, sing-alongs), Bible 

studies and worship. Campers On Mission is a great way 

for Christian RVers to get involved with other RVers doing 

construction and direct ministries in Baptist camps, churches 

and other settings.

Marinas	and	Fishing	Piers.

Texas hosts boating, fishing, and other aquatic activities on 

countless miles of gulf shoreline, rivers and freshwater lakes. 

Major marinas are located here, too, with people who live 

aboard vessels or in lakeside communities. Add commercial 

fisherman and crews on sport fishing craft and it’s easy to 

see that providing ministry and witness to “waterfolk” is both 

challenging and rewarding!

Seaman’s	Ministry.

With several deep water ports on the Texas coast, 

we have a wealth of opportunities to share God’s love with 

seamen as well as port workers and truckers from all over 

the world who come to our ports with ministry needs.

Trucker’s	Ministry.

The lifestyle of those who drive trucks across our state 

makes it difficult for them to be active in church programs. 

Consider ministering to them at truck depots and fueling 

stops near where you live.

Flea	Markets.

Consider the spiritual 

needs of flea market 

dealers and visitors 

who spend their 

weekends buying 

or selling with little 

chance to worship or 

receive a witness. 

Perhaps your church 

could provide a 

chaplain for them, 

lead an early morning 

worship service, or 

develop a booth 

ministry for visitors 

to rest, give children 

things to do, provide a cool drink of water, and share 

testimony of what God will do in their lives.

Auto	Raceways.

From NASCAR speedways to the local dirt track, race 

settings provide many opportunities – to minister to drivers, 

pit crews and spectators, to offer the invocation at the 

beginning of the race, or to provide a ministry in the pit. 

Three- or four-day NASCAR and Indy Car Series events 

are ideal venues for ministering to employees (security, 

concessions, etc.) and to race fans who bring their RVs. 

Carnivals,	Fairs,	Amusement	Parks,	

and	Special	Events.

Think how many ways your church or association could 

spread God’s Word in these venues: setting up a booth at 

a county fair, ministering to “carnies” who may be in your 

community only a few days, or providing a chaplain for an 

amusement park’s many employees. And don’t overlook 

sports and special events such as art festivals, concerts, 

seasonal parades, rodeos, county and state fairs, 

and more.


