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Dr. Boylan’s “Find a Doctor” Profile 

1. Name/Credentials 
Alice M. Boylan, M.D.  
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Director Medical Acute and Critical Care Services 
Division of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine 

2. What is your role/main focus?   
Medical Director for Medical Acute and Critical Care Service Line. This includes MICU, 
MSICU, 8East, 8 West, and TCU. My clinical focus is care of critically ill adults. 

3. What is something you would like the physicians/your peers to know about your 
specialty?   
Care of critically ill patients by a physician board certified in critical care medicine has 
been consistently shown to improve outcomes. However, there is a nationwide shortage 
of physicians with this type of training, and this shortage is projected to worsen in 
coming years. In addition, I would like staff at MUSC to be aware of the depth of talent 
that resides within the Pulmonary Division here. I don’t think most realize the how 
highly regarded my partners are internationally, serving as leaders in their respective 
areas.  

4. What do you believe are MUSC’s greatest opportunities?   
I think our greatest opportunities lie with our varied and talented staff. The more that 
we can support and develop the talent here, the closer we will come to attaining the 
mission of our Institution. 
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5. How long have you been at MUSC and what brought you here?   
I came here in 1995 from UCSF. I was excited about the opportunity to work with a 
wonderful scientist named Takis Papas who has since passed away. I was also drawn to 
the growth and the potential of the medical center, as well as the possibility to 
contribute to such a rich and warm community. 

6. Where did you grow up?   
I grew up on a small farm in south central Pennsylvania. 

7. What do you like to do in your free time?   
I like to spend time with family, laughing with friends, swimming, reading (especially the 
New Yorker), engaging in outdoor activities like kayaking or fishing, and knitting. 

8. Who has inspired you in your life and why? 
I am fortunate to have known many inspirational and tremendously generous people in 
my life. Some of those include patients, teachers, and co-workers. In the course of my 
work I have had the opportunity to witness acts of great courage, great love, great 
sacrifice, and tireless dedication. However, my greatest inspiration has been my mother.  
I think first and foremost she drilled the golden rule into me. She was also sort of rabid 
about the value of honesty and the courage that it takes to live an honest life. Her work 
ethic and discipline were incredible and she was famously stoic. She was a world-class 
athlete when few women competed with men, and attained a master’s degree when 
few women pursued such degrees. She had an appreciation for silliness and an easy 
laugh. Education was very important to her and she often reinforced to us the 
opportunities that education provides. I think one of the best bits of advice that she 
gave me before she died was that you should never make choices about your life based 
on fear, but “should take life shake it and make it what you want.”  That was my mantra 
when I left a very comfortable situation in California to come to the south where I knew 
no one.  Once again she was right!  This is a wonderful place to work and live and I look 
forward to coming to work every day. 
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