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Director Terry Bellamy and other DDOT representatives joined Mayor Vincent Gray and 

officials from the District, Maryland, and key U.S. federal agencies at River Terrace Park on 

October 15 to unveil the design of a final trail link that will connect the District and Maryland. 

  

Construction on this four-mile trail project, known as 

the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens segment, is expected to begin 

in Spring 2013. 

  

“The trail segment will provide long-anticipated 

linkage of an almost 60 mile-network of bicycle and 

pedestrian trails between the District of Columbia and 

Maryland,” according to Bryon Johnston, the public 

information officer for the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative.  

“The segment is a critical component in completing the District's planned 20 miles of Anacostia 

Riverwalk Trail (to date 12 miles have been completed and in use) and linking them to nearly 40 

miles of trails in Maryland.” 

  

By connecting Benning Road in the District with Bladensburg Waterfront Park in 

Bladensburg, Maryland, the four-mile segment creates new connections between communities, 

the river, and its natural resources while enhancing recreational and educational opportunities for 

trail users. At the same time, the trail increases accessibility to transit stations and makes bicycle 

commuting more attractive by shortening travel times by as much as 30 minutes.   

   

“This latest segment of the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail is an important part of the 

Anacostia Waterfront Initiative’s efforts to create a healthy, green, equitable and prosperous city 

— goals that go hand-in-hand with my Sustainable DC plan,” said Mayor Gray at the event. “I’m 

excited today to unveil the trail’s unique design, which will give the public a window into the 

host of benefits this new regional trail link will provide to our neighbors in Maryland as well.”  

  

The trail’s unique and varied design includes both paved 10 to 12-foot-wide asphalt and 

concrete boardwalk sections that meander around trees and wetlands in the Aquatic Gardens and 

other National Park Service lands (see picture above); sidewalks through the Mayfair and 

Parkside communities; and raised walkways and five bridges over Anacostia River tributaries as 

it passes between the District and Maryland near U.S. Route 50.  

   

Bike Program Update 

  

The Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens segment is just a fragment of DDOT’s overall bike 

program, which has made large gains this year. 

  

DDOT has constructed more than 21 miles of signed bike routes, 6 miles of bike lanes, 



and almost 6 miles of shared lanes in 2012. On December 4, Mayor Vincent Gray will be on 

hand to open DDOT’s most notable bike lane installation of 2012: a mile-long protected bike 

lane on L Street NW between 12th Street and New Hampshire Avenue.  

  

The Capital Bikeshare program has also been gaining momentum. Twenty-one new 

stations were added in the District in 2012 and the system is now serving more than 22,000 

riders. Bikeshare is gaining ground throughout the region as well. Alexandria has recently been 

brought into the program and Montgomery and Prince George’s County plan to install bikeshare 

stations in 2013. 


