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Lakes Appreciation Month Tips 

 
Protecting our natural resources is an important part of being an Orange County resident.  Past surveys have shown us that 

enjoying our natural resources is vital to our quality of life.  We should all follow good practices to keep our lakes healthy 

for generations to come.   

What can you do at home? 

1. Fertilize responsibly:  Fertilizer is one of the top pollutants to our waterways.  Did you know Orange County has a 

Fertilizer Ordinance? http://www.ocfl.net/Environment/FertilizeResponsibly.aspx 

2. Bag up your grass clippings:  When clippings are blown into the street, they can flow directly into lakes, which can 

add to algae blooms. 

3. Don’t dump chemicals down the storm drain:  This can cause fish kills and severe lake damage. 

4. Create a rain garden:  These help filter stormwater runoff and can be very beautiful. 

What is the proper way to care for a lakefront garden or lawn? 

Lakefront homeowners should be especially careful about the chemicals that are applied to their land surface outside their 

home.  Keeping lakeshores vegetated with lake-friendly plants is helpful in filtering any runoff from yards into the lakes.  

 

Another method of maintaining lake quality is to install a berm and swale.  The swale is a physical depression that collects 

yard runoff and the berm keeps it from running into the lake.  Instead, the water percolates into the ground allowing the 

soil and plants to filter the pollutants. 

 

What should I remember before my recreational lake visit?   

Recreation on our lakes is a popular activity, especially in the summer months.  Orange County has over 500 lakes to enjoy.  

Here are a few tips to remember before you visit our lakes: 

1. Place your monofilament fishing line in a recycle container located at the ramp. 

2. Clean off any hitchhiking plants from your trailer or propeller. 

3. Place your trash in receptacles at the park. 

4. Children should wear nose clips during the hot months to prevent infection by amoeba. 

http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/naegleria/Naegleria_factsheet508c.pdf  

5. Be respectful of alligators. Do not feed them or allow children or small pets near areas where they have been seen. 

6. Be aware of fish consumption advisories.  http://www.doh.state.fl.us/floridafishadvice/advisoryindex.html 

 

http://www.ocfl.net/Environment/FertilizeResponsibly.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/naegleria/Naegleria_factsheet508c.pdf
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/floridafishadvice/advisoryindex.html


2. 

 

 

Where are Orange County’s public boat ramps? 

1. Lake Lawne - Barnett Park 

2. Lake Apopka - Magnolia Park 

3. Lakes Hart and Mary Jane – Moss Park 

4. Butler Chain of Lakes – R.D. Keene Park or Lake Down Ramp 

5. Lake Beauclair – Trimble Park 

6. Lake Conway – Ferncreek Ramp or Randolph Street Ramp 

7. Lake Jessamine – Bywater Ramp or Woodsmere Ramp 

8. St. Johns River – S.R. 50 Ramp 

What are some important safe boating tips?  

Please be respectful of others and the environment while boating.  Be aware of where you are boating and look for signs on 

the ramp noting restrictions. Here are some additional safe boating tips: 

1. Don’t drink and drive. Just don’t do it. Almost a quarter of boating fatalities can cite alcohol as a factor. 
2. Know boating safety. If you haven’t taken a boating safety course or if it has been a few years, it’s time to do 

so. Visit http://myfwc.com/boating/ for boating information in Florida and get your boater safety education 
card.  The U.S. Coast Guard is another great resource for boating safety courses. 

3. Know and follow navigational rules. You don’t disregard traffic laws. Don’t disregard boating traffic, 
navigation laws and practices. 

4. Be aware of the weather. Check the weather. Be aware and prepared for rain and stormy forecasts.  
5. Wear a life jacket and make sure everyone else does. The vast majority of boating fatalities occur from 

drowning. Of those that drown, nine out of ten don’t have life jackets on. 
6. Set a safety tone. Let your crew and passengers know that safety is important. Lead by example. 
7. Be circumspect. Know what’s around you at all times, in terms other boats, floating hazards, shoals and rocks. 
8. Get a safety check. The U.S. Coast Guard and other organizations can perform a safety check of your boat 

before you take it out for the season. 
9. Use a carbon monoxide detector. Carbon monoxide is odorless and colorless, and it can kill in minutes. Your 

boat engine emits carbon monoxide. Make sure you have a carbon monoxide detector in the cabin. 
10. File a float plan. Make sure someone knows where you’ll be and when you’ll be back. The quicker rescue 

personnel know you’re gone - the more likely they are to find you before things take a turn for the worse. 

How can I get involved? 

There are many ways to protect and promote your lake. Join a volunteer effort or a Lake Advisory Board.  If you have any 

questions or would like to get involved in the health of your lake, please visit the Orange County Water Atlas, 

www.orange.wateratlas.org.  

 

 

http://myfwc.com/boating/
http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.orange.wateratlas.org/

