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Re: MMSD Designates Two Sites for Urban League Scholars Academy; Extended-Day Academic 
Program for Middle Schoolers 

 
The Urban League of Greater Madison (ULGM), in partnership with the Madison Metropolitan 
School District (MMSD), is poised to establish the Urban League Scholars Academy at two of the 
district’s middle schools beginning in October 2012. This new educational initiative will help 
young men and women thrive in middle school and prepare to succeed in rigorous college 
preparatory courses in high school.  It will also assist participating schools with developing a 
college-going culture among their students before they reach 9th grade.  
 
Two years ago, the Urban League illuminated the need for Madison to address its growing 
achievement gap and sought to establish a public charter school aimed at providing the most 
at-risk students in MMSD with a strong college preparatory curriculum and school culture.  
Although the proposal was not approved and options for a charter school continue to be 
reviewed, the Urban League and MMSD are committed to taking action now to ensure that all 
students receive the high quality education that they deserve.  
 
Pending funding, beginning October 1, 2012 and for the duration of the 2012-13 school year, 
the Academy will serve 80 students (40 boys and 40 girls) at Ray F. Sennett and Akira Toki 
Middle Schools. At Sennett, the program will be open to 40 6th and 7th graders; at Toki, the 
program will serve 40 6th grade students only. Schools will select participating students, and will 
target youth who are most at-risk of not succeeding in middle school.  
 
Funding for the Scholars Academy will be the full responsibility of the Urban League of Greater 
Madison. 
 
The Academy will be led by an effective and inspiring program leader who will be present in 
each school all day. Four core values – excellence, pride, leadership and service – will guide the 
daily interactions, relationships and practice of the Academy’s leaders, instructors, volunteers, 
students and parents. Participating students will complete 90-minutes of additional language 
arts/reading and math classes after school from Tuesday through Friday and participate in 
workshops and field experiences on Mondays. Parents or guardians of participating students 
will be required to complete the Urban League’s nine-week Destination Planning Program and 
Tools for Parents.   



 
“There are too many kids in our communities who simply don’t believe college is an option for 
them, and this belief manifests itself during early adolescence,” states Kaleem Caire, President 
and CEO of ULGM. “We believe in creating the conditions where young people can achieve to 
high academic standards, regardless of their past educational performance. The Scholars 
Academy will help participating students set and achieve significant educational goals through a 
rigorous, inspiring and enjoyable learning experiences that enlist the support and engagement 
of their teachers, parents, peers and the community.” 
 
There are three key program features in the Scholars Academy: 
 

1. Academics: Academy Scholars will develop mastery of basic and advanced knowledge, 
concepts and skills in language arts, reading and mathematics. When most students 
leave school after the bell rings, Urban League Scholars will remain at school for an extra 
40-45 minutes of language arts/reading and 40-45 minutes of math. Each class will be 
taught by a certified teacher paid by ULGM and bolstered by academic tutors recruited 
by ULGM. 
 

2. College-going Culture: Academy Scholars will be immersed in a college-focused culture, 
instilling in Scholars a strong belief in their ability to reach college and thrive there. 
College visits and college planning workshops will be an important part of establishing 
this culture.  Perhaps more importantly, Scholars will learn the personal characteristics 
and habits – such as perseverance and leadership – that will serve as the foundation for 
their path to college.  
 

3. Family Engagement: Parents or caregivers of Academy Scholars will also participate in 
the Urban League of Greater Madison’s Destination Planning Program and Tools for 
Parents. This program provides families with the knowledge, tools and strategies 
necessary to manage the talent development of their children and plan for their child’s 
success. They will also benefit from presentations by experts in adolescent behavior and 
psychology, college admissions and financial aid, and other relevant topics.    

 
“We are excited about entering into this new partnership with the Urban League,” says Dr. Jane 
Belmore, interim superintendent for MMSD. “The Urban League is clearly committed to our 
community and investing their resources towards long-term success of our children and 
schools. The addition of an extended-day educational program will make a world of difference 
for students who need that extra time and focus.” 
 


