
The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation, with support from Pango Media, AK 

Community Land Trust & Campfire USA, is looking for non-profit organizations to participate in 

the upcoming Alaska Hackathon.  The Hackathon is meant to encourage programmers and 

developers to use government and non-profit data sets to improve the lives of the surrounding 

community by solving a problem with software. The data set can be anything from the location 

of all the cities fire hydrants to a list of all the parks in the city with their acreage or hours of 

operation. Even if your organization has little data but a good problem that can be solved by 

technical means, the Hackathon can help (for ideas for projects see 

http://codeforamerica.org/projects/). As a representative of a non-profit or government 

organization wondering if you should put forth your data set/problem here are a few guidelines 

we have put together: 

 

● The data set should be ready for public consumption by the Hackathon. This means it 

can either be public to start or whatever privacy concerns exist need to be addressed by 

the weekend of the Hackathon (for example by sanitizing the data or otherwise changing 

it to protect confidentiality). 

 

● The data set should be in some machine readable format. For example having it in a 

database or in excel are reasonable formats (pdf or otherwise human readable formats 

are not acceptable). 

 

● There must be a point of contact the weekend of the Hackathon. This technical liaison 

(or liaisons) should be able to answer questions about the data or accessing it.  

 

● Preferably your organization should have ideas for a project.  

 

● If you have a project in mind, it should be one that can be prototyped in a weekend.  

 

Applications are due on 3/29/2013. If your organization is selected then you will be asked to put 

together a 4 minute presentation on your data and project (or possible ideas for a project) to the 

Hackathon participants. The presentations will be a week before the Hackathon, on 4/13/2013. 

 

If your organization is very excited about applying for inclusion into the Hackathon, but you have 

some questions about these guidelines or the Application below, don’t hesitate to contact the 

AEDC representatives at jstarzec@aedcweb.com, jbittner@aedcweb.com,  or Geoff Wright via 

907-727-9397. 
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