
Spiritual Institute 

April 25, 2012 

Minutes 

 

Present:  Molly, Sam, Aaron, Robin and John G.  

Check In:  Cherries and Pits 

Hartford Community Conversation:   confirmed for Sunday May 20th at Center Church, from 2-4 PM. 

Need handouts: clobber passages; gender passages, ideas for action.  

May 20th AGENDA 

1) Welcome (Spiritual Institute member; someone from Center church?; 

2) What did you grow up hearing? Small group activity (Kamora) 

3) Re-Examining the Texts (Aaron)  

a. Example of a Biblical ‘clobber ‘ text re-interpreted regarding orientation  

b. Example of a Biblical story that supports same sex relationships  

c. Definitions (sex, gender, gender expression, orientation using the gender bread person) 

d. Biblical story(ies) that support non-traditional gender expression or identity 

4) Processing that conversation:  what did you think, feel, what came up for you?  (FACILITATOR?) 

5) How do you celebrate your spirituality? What connects you to spirit? (FACILITATOR?) 

6) What’s next –What will you do with what you learned today? What can you bring back to your 

faith community for them to do, add, change? Give some more suggestions – what would it take 

to get your community involved.   (We said at the last meeting that someone would create a 

handout of ideas – anyone want to take that on?) 

7) Food and refreshments 

Meeting with the Open and Affirming Committee at the United Church of Christ, Milford  

Present:  in addition to Spiritual Institute members above, UCC members  Gail, Esther, Joan and Gary 

Whitte (their minister) joined us in a conversation about next steps to re-energize the OAA committee.   

We shared the experiences of the Spiritual Institute so far; John and Molly talked about the journey in 

their respective congregations and the Milford folks talked about their journey so far.  The group 

ultimately decided to focus on helping their community to become more fully welcoming and inclusive 

in terms of gender identity and expression. We talked about hosting a community conversation that 

includes a panel of transgender and gender non-conforming people willing to share their stories; about 

the possibility of bringing Peterson Toscano to the congregation to perform “Transfigurations”.  We left 

it that they would continue the discussion and get back to us with next steps.   

 


