
 

 

MINNESOTA’S TOP BREAKTHROUGH BUSINESS IDEA NAMED 
 

EarthClean, winner of the 6th Annual Minnesota Cup, to receive $40,000 in seed capital  
 

MINNEAPOLIS – Sept. 14, 2010 – Last night, EarthClean, a Minneapolis-based start-up that makes an 
environmentally friendly fire retardant, was named “Minnesota’s Top Breakthrough Business Idea” and 
honored for its innovative business concept. Area business leaders and investors selected EarthClean as 
the 6th Annual Minnesota Cup winner, awarding it $20,000 as Clean Tech & Renewable Energy Division 
winner and an additional $20,000 as grand prize recipient. 
 
“The Minnesota Cup is a prestigious competition that showcases our state’s most promising business 
ideas,” says EarthClean founder and CEO, Doug Ruth. “After attending every year since its inception, I 
realized entering would be a great opportunity to show the business and investment community what 
EarthClean has to offer.”  
 
Founded in March 2009, EarthClean develops innovative, game-changing technologies and high 
performing products that are safe for plants, animals, fish and people. The start-up’s first product, 
TetraKO®, is a biodegradable and non-toxic water additive that helps firefighters knock down and 
suppress fires far more effectively than currently available suppressants. The product is pumped 
through standard fire equipment and adheres to any surface, in any attitude, of its targeted structure. 
Exposed to heat, TetraKO immediately attacks the fire tetrahedron (the chemical chain reaction of fuel, 
oxygen and heat) resulting in a dense, white steam that is cooler than the fire itself, thus further 
suffocating the blaze. The result is exceedingly fast and thorough extinguishment with far less fire 
destruction and water damage, and reduced risk for fire fighter professionals. 
 
Led by Ruth, EarthClean’s management team has more than 60 years of combined executive operating 
experience in early stage, private and emerging companies. To guide and support product innovation, 
the start-up also relies on its Scientific Advisory Board – consisting of chemical engineers, chemists, and 
product engineering and manufacturing personnel – and a Fire Operations Advisory Board – comprised 
of fire chiefs, fire equipment distributors and fire industry experts. 
 
Additionally, EarthClean has created a network of six peer group fire departments that are testing 
TetraKO on one or more of their frontline fire trucks. These departments are providing the company 
with valuable feedback on the product’s performance. 
 
EarthClean recently displayed TetraKO at a regional trade show. The response from fire departments, 
firefighters and others attendees “far exceeded expectations,” Ruth says.  
 
“Given that fire departments spend an estimated $400 million on firefighting foams and nearly $90 
million on toxic retardants each year, it has become apparent that there’s a great market opportunity – 
and demand – for an environmentally friendly fire extinguishing product that protects communities.”  
 
Armed with a powerful team and product, Ruth said the timing was right to enter this year’s Minnesota 
Cup. “Participation in the Minnesota Cup forced us to fine tune our business plan, while affording us a 
great opportunity to meet and learn from others in a similar stage of development,” Ruth adds. “Our 
team is thrilled to take home the grand prize. It’s a proud moment for our inventors who have been 
working for eight years in home labs to develop this technology.” 
 
For more information, visit www.tetrako.com.  
 

http://www.tetrako.com/


 

 

2010 Minnesota Cup 
Launched in March 2005, the Minnesota Cup is a statewide entrepreneurial contest that seeks out, 
supports and promotes Minnesota’s newest and most innovative business concepts. Each March, the 
program calls on inventors, business owners and entrepreneurs from across the state to submit their 
breakthrough business ideas at www.minnesotacup.org.    
 
This year’s competition again had more than 1,000 participants. The finalists gathered last night in front 
of many of Minnesota’s finest and brightest business leaders at the University of Minnesota’s McNamara 
Alumni Center to share their breakthrough business ideas. 
 
“Aspiring entrepreneurs are able to leverage the Minnesota Cup as an opportunity to expose their 
business ideas to the top business leaders in our community,” said Scott Litman, Minnesota Cup co-
chairman. “The review board and contest organizers continue to be impressed by the innovative ideas 
generated by the Cup. We are excited to honor EarthClean as this year’s grand prize winner and look 
forward to their continued success.” 
 
At the reception, the University of Minnesota also named Steve Flagg, founder of Quality Bike Products, 
as Entrepreneur of the Year, an award recognizing University alumni who founded, and are currently 
leading, remarkable businesses while serving as exemplary role models for the next generation of 
entrepreneurs. 
 
Prize/Contest Details 
EarthClean receives the 6th Annual Minnesota Cup, $40,000 in seed capital, legal assistance from the law 
firm of Fredrikson & Byron, accounting assistance from Eide Bailey, business organization services from 
the Maslon law firm, a scholarship to attend The Collaborative’s upcoming 24th Annual Minnesota 
Venture & Finance Conference and video production plus three months of hosting via Startupshoppe's 
Minnesota Startup Showcase. 
 
Minnesota Cup organizers include area business leaders, the University of Minnesota, Wells Fargo and 
the Arrowhead Growth Alliance. In June, judges selected 48 semi-finalists, who were asked to develop a 
more comprehensive business proposal. From those proposals, judges selected three finalists in each 
division who were invited to present to their respective review boards. The divisional review boards 
selected the division winners on August 31st and below are brief summaries of each division winner. 
 
6th Annual Minnesota Cup Division Winners 
 
Minnesota Cup Winner – High Tech: GeaCom (Duluth)  
Developing a multilingual medical communication system. 
  
Minnesota Cup Winner – BioSciences: BioMatRx (Twin Cities)  
Provides tissue engineering products, equipment and information to the dental industry. 
  
Minnesota Cup Winner – Clean Tech & Renewable Energy: EarthClean  (Twin Cities) 
Commercializing an environmentally safe liquid that is exponentially more effective than water, Class-A 
Foams, and toxic retardants at stopping fires. 
  
Minnesota Cup Winner – General: Go Home Gorgeous (Twin Cities)  
Provides postpartum recovery treatments that have proven effective in decreasing the physical and 
emotional stress commonly associated with childbirth. 
 
Minnesota Cup Winner – Social: Springboard for the Arts (Twin Cities)  
Connects artists with the skills, contacts, information, and services they need to make a living and a life. 

http://www.minnesotacup.org/
http://www.startupshoppe.com/mnstartupshowcase
http://myphrazer.com/
http://biomatrx.com/
http://tetrako.com/
http://gohomegorgeous.com/
http://www.springboardforthearts.org/


 

 

 
Minnesota Cup Winner – Student: Blue Water Ponds (Twin Cities)  
Provides environmentally friendly services for restoring ponds through the use of barley straw and 
pond weed harvesting in an effort to control aquatic plants in the long term. 
 
 
About Minnesota Cup 
The 6th Annual Minnesota Cup is a statewide competition that seeks out aspiring entrepreneurs with 
the next breakthrough business ideas. From high-tech to high-touch, biosciences to retail, agriculture to 
social ventures, this is a competition for entrepreneurs, inventors and anybody with an innovative 
business idea. With more than $130,000 in prize money and support from the state’s leaders in finance, 
accounting, legal and management support services, the Minnesota Cup is the premier business idea 
generator in Minnesota. 
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