
 
2012 Candidate Forum Questions   

 
ENTITLEMENT & FISCAL ISSUES 
 

1. What is the role of government in meeting the needs of the poor and the 
vulnerable? 
 

2. Our federation understands that all solutions to the debt crisis require shared 
sacrifice.  That being said, the solution, in our opinion, should not unfairly target 
the most vulnerable.   What is your approach to entitlement reform that will 
protect those who need income security and health coverage? 

 
3. Our federation understands that all solutions to the debt crisis require shared 

sacrifice.  Do you think it is possible for the Democrats and Republicans to find 
common ground over Medicaid, Medicare and the Bush tax cuts moving 
forward?     

 
4. Our federation’s health and human service agencies receive a substantial amount 

of their revenue from Medicaid?  How do you see Medicaid changing over the 
coming decade to become more efficient and cost-effective? 

 
NONPROFIT TAX ISSUES 

 
5. Our federation supports the charitable contribution deduction and supports the 

IRA Charitable Rollover.  Both provisions help us maximize the funds available 
to help the vulnerable.  Do you have ideas or modifications on using the tax code 
to support charitable giving? 

 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
 

6. Do you believe that the Jewish community has reason to be concerned about its 
security here in the United States given the risk of a terrorist attack?  If so, what 
would be the steps you would take in Congress, and in conjunction with the 
Department of Homeland Security to insure the safety of the Jewish and broader 
community? Would you support the continuation of homeland security grants to 
support at-risk nonprofit organizations? 
 

DISCRETIONARY SPENDING 
 

7. Can you identify some specific policies or programs that you would prioritize to 
help ensure the health of our rapidly aging population? Do you support the return 
of Congressional earmarks to bring funding back to the district for such programs 
for your constituents? 

 



8. Our health and social services providers rely on many programs funded though 
annual appropriations.  Neither they nor the Federal agencies that administer these 
programs can adequately and responsibly plan for and ensure services are 
delivered to vulnerable populations in a timely and predictable manner when 
annual appropriations bills are delayed for many months past the beginning of the 
fiscal year.  What would you do to ensure that one of Congresses' key and 
mandated responsibilities is carried out in a more timely fashion?   

 
FOREIGN POLICY 
 

9. Our federation works to promote a strong, vibrant Israel and robust US-Israel 
relations.  From your perch can you comment on the threat to Israel emanating 
from Iran, Egypt, Gaza and Syria?  What can Congress do moving forward to 
insure that Israel remains a strong democratic Jewish state? 

 
10. As you know, the Jewish community views Iran as an existential threat to the 

future of the State of Israel.  How much time do you feel we can give sanctions 
the chance to work?  What do you think the United States should do to prevent 
Iran from developing a nuclear bomb? 

 
11. What is your view of the Arab Spring?  What insights can be drawn as far as it 

relates to the Middle East?  Does the U.S. have to be concerned by the Islamist 
victories in Egypt?  What should our role be in the Syrian civil war? How will the 
Arab Spring influence U.S. efforts to help achieve an Israeli-Palestinian two-state 
solution? 

 


