
[INSERT DATE HERE] 
 
 
 
[INSERT FEDERATION/PARTNER AGENCY NAME HERE] is committed to 
providing needed social services to the most vulnerable in our communities. As part of this 
commitment, (Insert Federation/Partner Agency Name) sees the implementation of 
Electronic Health Records (EHRs) and Health Information Technology (HIT) as an 
essential technological advancement in healthcare with significant benefits for both patients 
and providers. While the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health 
(HITCECH) Act provided reimbursements for primary health providers who implemented 
HIT through Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements, it did not include funding for 
behavioral health providers. Behavioral health providers comprise both mental health and 
addictive disorders prevention and treatment services. This oversight has left behavioral 
health providers without the necessary funds to implement this technology and as a result, 
behavioral and primary care professionals face significant challenges when treating patients 
who cope with both behavioral and primary health issues. We urge you to consider 
supporting Behavioral Health Information Technology Legislation (BHIT) as it 
provides critical funding for Behavioral Health providers to deliver coordinated care 
and creates cost saving measures that will improve efficiency in health care. Without 
the proper funding for BHIT, behavioral health providers face extraordinary challenges in 
providing care to their patients, and incur higher costs as a result of redundancies. It is 
estimated that implementing BHIT will reduce costs by more than $1.7 billion over 10 
years. In this time of fiscal austerity, these savings are essential to deliver the highest level of 
care.  
  
 
 
DISCUSS HOW YOUR FEDERATION/PARTNER AGENCY SERVICES YOUR 
OVERALL COMMUNITY AND THAT YOU PROVIDE A CONTINUUM OF 
HEALTH AND/OR LONG-TERM CARE SERVICES TO SOME OF YOUR 
COMMUNITY’S MOST VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND ADULTS.  BRIEFLY 
DESCRIBE THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES THAT YOUR PROVIDERS 
OFFER.  
 
Without the proper funding for BHIT, behavioral health providers face extraordinary challenges 
in providing care to their patients, and incur higher costs as a result of redundancies. It is 
estimated that implementing BHIT will reduce costs by more than $1.7 billion over 10 years. 
In this time of fiscal austerity, these savings are essential to deliver the highest level of care.  
 
We urge you to consider supporting the Senate’s Bill S.539 (Behavioral Health 
Information Technology Act of 2011) (BHIT) and the House Companion H.R. 6043 
as it provides critical funding for Behavioral Health providers to deliver coordinated 
care and creates cost saving measures that will improve efficiency in health care.  
Benefits of BHIT include:  
 



 Holistically treating patients with real time information from both Primary 
Care and Behavioral Health providers: Seeing a patient’s entire medical 
background will provide a more efficient and holistic approach to treating those who 
are under the care of both behavioral health and primary care providers. This 
measure will also reduce redundant tests and allow for more efficient treatment.  

 

 Correcting an oversight in the HITECH Act: The HITECH Act is a 
transformational piece of legislation, but by excluding behavioral health providers 
from receiving Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements for implementing HIT, the 
act does not address behavioral health- one of the most critical components in 
healthcare today.  

 
 

 Failing to pass this legislation will result in higher costs for both Primary and 
Behavioral Health Providers: Dual eligible patients, nearly one-third of all high-
cost patients, will prove to be increasingly costly as the baby-boomer generation 
continues to age. Without a coordinated approach to healthcare between Primary 
care and Behavioral Health providers, the cost of treating the complex needs of this 
demographic will rise dramatically.  

    
As an organization that is deeply invested in providing behavioral health services, we feel 
that the Behavioral Health Information Technology Act of 2011 will allow our providers and 
those in the Behavioral Health field to better serve their patients. We hope the 
administration looks to our leadership on this issue as healthcare reform continues to be at 
the forefront of policy issues moving forward.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Name 
 
Position (Lay or Professional) 
 
Federation or Partner Agency  


