
January 9, 2011

Dear friends,

I’ve got a proposition for you. It’s an idea for an evening you might spend gathered with a group of people 
from your community to listen to—and share—stories about race and peace.

For the past three years, Race Peace has been traveling the country hosting dialogues, performances and com-
munity happenings around issues of race and racism.  The project is a collaboration between M.U.G.A.B.E.E. 
(Men Under Guidance Acting Before Early Extinction) and Mondo Bizarro, under the mentorship of Junebug 
Productions and Roadside Theater.

This Spring, Feb. 1-5, we’re bringing Race Peace home to New Orleans.  We will host an installation, a day-
long workshop and two evenings of performances.  And as part of the week’s events, we want to stoke the 
national dialogue by sponsoring a series of listening parties throughout the country.

Here’s where you come in.  We are inviting you to hold a listening party in your own town.  Gather a group 
of friends together in someone’s living room.  We’ll provide the conversation starter—a 10 minute audio 
documentary of people talking about their own experience of race.  The format of the documentary provides 
a unique, sight-blind way to enter into what is often a difficult dialogue.  Sit in a circle, listen to the documen-
tary, and then share any stories or thoughts that it brings up for you.  

Afterward you can log on to racepeace.com to report on any of the stories or experiences that came up in 
your circle.  A major goal of Race Peace is to offer individual communities some effective tools to continue 
to have critical dialogues about race and peace long after we leave the area.  This national listening party is 
one tool that we are piloting in an attempt to foster an ongoing conversation in your community and others 
nationwide.  

Interested?   Get in touch with me @ joanna.x.russo@gmail.com or call 646.327.7463 and we’ll send you a 
CD and instructions.

Thank you for your engagement and contribution to the dialogue.  

Joanna Russo
The Race Peace Crew


