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May Calendar:  Celebrating Historic Preservation Month 

To celebrate Preservation Month, the Emerald Necklace Conservancy is pleased to offer a special series of free guided 

walking tours of the Back Bay Fens on Sundays in May. All tours start and end at the Shattuck Emerald Necklace Visitor 

Center, 125 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115. Call 617-522-2700 for more information or weather- related cancellations.  

A Walk with Mr. Olmsted through the Back Bay Fens 

Sunday, May 6 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

Join Frederick Law Olmsted, as portrayed by Gerry Wright, and an Emerald Necklace docent  as they lead a walk through 

the historic landscape of the Fens. Learn how Mr. Olmsted transformed the area once described as, “The foulest marsh 

and muddy flats to be found anywhere in Massachusetts,” into the first link in his chain of parks we know today as the 

Emerald Necklace.   Hear the story of a remarkable life from the man himself! 

19th Century Women Activists and Reformers and the Back Bay Fens 

Sunday, May 13 

1:00-2:30 pm 

Several 19th century women played a part, though often overlooked, in Fens history. Join Emerald Necklace docents on a 

guided walking tour of the park and hear the stories of Mrs. Evans, Ellen Johnson, Ida Agassiz and others, with stops at 

gardens and historic sites along the way.  

Hidden Treasures of the Back Bay Fens 

Sunday, May 20 

1-2:30 pm 

What do a 17th century Japanese Temple Bell, a historic bridge made of Roxbury puddingstone, the oldest continually 

operating victory gardens in the country and a tree once thought extinct  all have in common? They all reside in the Back 

Bay Fens. Learn about these and other treasures on a guided walking tour of the Back Bay Fens led by Emerald Necklace 

docents.  

The History, Gardens and Changing Landscape of the Back Bay Fens 
Sunday, May 27 
1-2:30 pm 
From foul muddy flats to the parkland of today, the Fens has undergone many transformations in the last 125 years. Join 
Emerald Necklace docents as they talk and walk the historic landscape. Includes stops at the Kelleher Rose Garden, with 
its 1,500+ roses, and the oldest World War II Victory Gardens in America. 
 

 

  


