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Threatened and Endangered Species.  Two major, positive changes in the Pennsylvania 
Habitat Diversity Inventory (PNDI) policy have been implemented, since the summer of 
2012 to improve the review process; 1) the on-line environmental tool will accommodate 
linear projects up to 10 mile in length and area projects up to 1,200 acres; and 2) PNDI 
receipts and clearance letters by either of the state and federal agencies.  
 
Additionally, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) has 
recently proposed changes and clarifications to the permit review and evaluation policy.  
The proposal (http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/View/Collection-10105 ) was 
available for public comment until December 10, 2012.  The policy will become final 
upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 
 
Highlights 
 
 The policy proposal clarifies a procedure to resolve potential threatened and 

endangered (T&E) species impact conflicts among the applicant and the jurisdictional 
agency.  If the applicant cannot resolve the conflict and prefers to continue to move 
forward with the project, the applicant must contact PADEP.  The PADEP has the 
ultimate decision to 1) satisfy or decline agency survey request(s) 2) implement or 
require avoidance, minimization or mitigation measures and/or 3) approve or deny a 
permit.    

 If the project area has been cleared for species conflicts and a subsequent permit is 
needed within the same “cleared” area and is within the two year term, a new PNDI 
review for the subsequent application will not be needed.  Submit the original 
clearance with the subsequent application.  

 Two review options are available to the applicant regarding PNDI coordination and 
PADEP’s permit review.  Sequential Review represents the traditional process of 
providing a clearance letter with the permit application submission.  A Concurrent 
Review allows the PADEP, when feasible, to conduct a technical review of the permit 
concurrently with T&E species consultation with the jurisdictional agency(ies).  
However, the applicant takes a risk regarding potential project design changes and 
possible need for a new application and new application fee(s).  A permit cannot be 
issued until the impact is resolved. 

 If the conflict cannot be resolved using avoidance and minimization measures, PADEP 
will make a decision on the permit after conferring with the jurisdictional agency(ies) 
and reviewing applicant comments and other information.   

 
Cultural Resources.  Early coordination is essential to avoid project and permitting delays 
when cultural resource involvement is associated with a proposed project.  The 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) is no longer accepting (will no 
longer permit the use of) Management Summary Reports as initial project reporting.  
Management Summaries have been used in the past on projects as a consultative tool to 
keep a project moving rather than completing a Phase I Report and waiting on a 30 day 
response.  Additionally, permit reviews by the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
trigger a 30 day initial consultation with tribes, which could delay the project if any tribes 
request further information. 
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