
Everyone told me not to fall in
love so quickly, that I’d get my
heart broken.
But I couldn’t help it. Rob-

ert Griffin III and Alfred Morris, the
stellar Redskins rookies, were such
appealing palliatives to our ugly, nihil-
istic politics and our cascade of lurid

sports scandals.
Watching the mag-

netic newcomers last
summer after I returned
from covering Jerry
Sandusky’s maleficent
trial in Bellefonte made
sports seem fresh again
and gaveWashington
rare forward momen-

tum. The rookies put their hearts into
every single play.
But then, on Sunday, the spell

snapped when the knee snapped.
Coach Mike Shanahan committed
malpractice, letting a hobbled young
quarterback lurch around “like a
pirate with a peg leg,” as The Wash-
ington Post’s Sally Jenkins wrote.
The autocratic, crusty 60-year-old,
who makes $7 million a year, risked
the kid’s career and the team’s future
trying to win a wild-card playoff game
— the opposite of what the Nationals
did with Stephen Strasburg.
At that moment, the Redskins became

like the rest of Washington, and the rest
of our self-centered, grasshopper-atten-
tion-span culture — going for short-
term gain and avoiding long-term pain.
Everything they do on Capitol Hill

is about getting through the next few

months, or next fewminutes, or next
confrontation. John Boehner, after mak-
ing a mess of the negotiations with the
president, is now talking about raising
the debt limit in monthly increments.
Like Congress patching gaping fiscal

wounds, the Redskins didn’t seem to
fathom that they were damaging the
franchise long term.
Shanahan had not been protecting

his fearless phenomwell all season and
had let him start playing again too soon
after RGIII sprained a ligament against
Baltimore four weeks ago, reinjuring a
right knee that had required surgery at
Baylor. (Not to mention the concussion
he suffered two months prior.)
Even though RGIII threw two

touchdown passes in the first quar-
ter, it was clear that his knee was not
stable. When he couldn’t plant his foot
properly to throw a pass, he ran for
the yardage; his knee buckled and he
fell when nobody had even hit him.
It was dumb football not to switch to

the talented backup quarterback, Kirk
Cousins, so the other players would
have a chance to move forward and
RGIII would not end up in the fourth
quarter writhing on the ground, his leg
bizarrely twisted.
In his book “Think Like a Champi-

on,” Shanahan cites an Arabic saying
he likes: “He who knows not, and
knows not that he knows not, is a fool.
Shun him.”
If I want to see self-serving behavior,

warped decision-making and chuckle-
heads mortgaging the future, I can go
back to watching Congress.

Every so often, I hear
someone ranting about
“darn kids these days.”
How modern day kids are
self-centered, disrespect-
ful, lazy lumps with no
work ethic and their noses
perpetually stuck in a video

screen. How
kids can’t
think for
themselves
or entertain
themselves
or survive
beyond the
reach of a
power cord.
As with

most news, it’s always the
bad brats that get the big-
gest bullhorn.
Well, I’m going to change

all that for a moment with
three small words: Girl
Scout cookies.
It’s Girl Scout cookie sea-

son in central Pennsylvania.
When you plunk down your
cash for a box of Tagalongs,
or Do-si-dos or those
chocolate-coconut-caramel
delicacies that tempt me to
give up several New Year’s
resolutions all at once,
well then, this is the kind
of “darn kid” you’re now
supporting: an 8-year-old
Brownie Girl Scout helping
to plan her first camping
trip ever; a troop of 11-year-
old Junior Girl Scouts earn-
ing the Digital Photography,
Gardener and Geocaching

badges; middle school
Cadette Girl Scouts gaining
confidence on a high ropes
course and teenage Se-
nior Girl Scouts fearlessly
paddling down the Juniata
River on a weekend trip.
Our region is served by

Girl Scouts In The Heart
Of Pennsylvania Council,
and your box of Savannah
Smiles or Thank You Berry
Munch cookies helps to
maintain and develop seven
camps and their cabins,
dining halls, hiking trails
and education centers. This
spring, the S.T.A.R. Center
(Science, Technology, and
Adventure Researchers)
at Camp Small Valley in
Dauphin County offers
programs for girls to ex-
plore river science, identify
constellations in the night
sky and spend an afternoon
testing gravity with bas-
ketballs and eggs. At the
Slimy Green Monster event
in March, scouts will create
different kinds of slime
while experimenting with
solids and liquids. (And I
kind of want to sign up for
that one myself.)
Girl Scout fundraisers

help pay for councilwide
programs such as this
year’s Healthy Promise
initiative to get girls in-
volved in making their own
well-informed nutrition
and activity choices. Money
from cookie sales and do-

nations add to the council’s
financial-aid fund so that
every girl can afford to car-
ry her own handbook, wear
her own uniform, climb
every mountain, ford every
stream, lace every Sit-up-
on, clean every latrine and
sleep soundly that night in
a bunk at camp.
Courage, confidence,

character. Responsibili-
ty and respect. Fun and
service. Friendship and
leadership.
My middle child is a

Cadette Girl Scout in sixth
grade. With the money
her troop earned selling
cookies — taking orders
door to door on cold winter

afternoons and “manning”
daylong cookie booths —
the scouts have visited the
National Constitution Cen-
ter in Philadelphia, spent
the day with hundreds of
sister troops at the Newse-
um in Washington, D.C.,
learning about the history
and freedom of the press,
got up close and personal
with great works of art at
the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York City and
learned how rocks rock at
Lincoln Caverns.
To earn the Girl Scout

Bronze Award, the girls fo-
cused their efforts on helping
animals by volunteering
countless hours to the Cen-

tral Pennsylvania Animal
Alliance (CPAA) serving
food at the spaghetti dinner
and pancake breakfast fund-
raisers. At the CPAA Spay
and Neuter event, the scouts
acted as “junior nurses,”
calming cats and keeping
themwarm after surgery.
Some of the girls even ob-
served the operations, and
hearing my daughter talk
about her day in surgery
helping cats made me try
to remember what kind of
volunteer work I did at her
age that even came close to
her level of dedication.
After years of dedica-

tion, the result is someone
like 15-year-old Senior Girl
Scout, Jessica Valek. Jessica
is currently working on her
Gold Award — Girl Scout-
ing’s highest achievement
— by collaborating with
Domestic Violence Services
of Cumberland and Perry
County and their Adopt A
Room program. Organizing
resources and managing
volunteers, Jessica com-
pletely refurbished a room
at one of the shelters by
repainting walls and ceil-
ing, purchasing new linens,
fitting furniture with new
hardware, sewing curtains
and building a headboard
for the bed. Jessica next
plans to create online ed-
ucational materials geared
toward teenagers and alert-
ing them to the red flags of

domestic violence.
Last year, Girl Scout

Meredith Schmehl com-
pleted her Gold Award
project by creating a
212-volume Early Child-
hood Literacy Read-To-Me
Library. Meredith gathered
children’s picture books,
recruited 84 volunteers and
then recorded those vol-
unteers reading the books.
A CD of the recording was
attached to the inside cover
of each book, and Meredith
donated the entire col-
lection to a Carlisle-area
elementary school. Mer-
edith then spent the day
with kindergarten classes
teaching the children how
to use the books.
A friend’s troop is pre-

paring home-cooked meals
for a local shelter. Another
troop is collecting cookie
donations to send to mili-
tary troops abroad. My own
daughter recently returned
from a day at Cookie Col-
lege talking about “goals”
and “budgets” and “safe
Internet sales.” In Febru-
ary, her troop is camping
in the cold, sans electronic
gadgets and gizmos.
Courage, confidence,

character.
Darn kids these days.

Sign me up for a case of
Thin Mints.

Josette Plank is writing a monthly column
through February. Her blog is josetteplank.

M any years ago, as a
young man, I read
an interesting book
about the rise of

the Communists to power in
China. In the last chapter, the

author tried to
explain why
and how this
had happened.
Among the

factors he
cited were the
country’s ed-
ucators. That
struck me as

odd, and not plausible, at the
time. But the passing years
have made that seem less and
less odd, and more and more
plausible. Today, I see our own
educators playing a similar
role in creating a mindset that
undermines American society.
Schools were once thought

of as places where a society’s
knowledge and experience
were passed on to the younger
generation. But, about a hun-
dred years ago, Professor John
Dewey of Columbia Univer-
sity came up with a different
conception of education— one
that has spread through Amer-
ican schools of education,
and influenced education in
countries overseas.
John Dewey saw the role

of the teacher as an agent of
change— someone strategi-

cally placed, with an opportu-
nity to condition students to
want a different society.
A century later, we see

American schools indoctrinat-
ing students to believe in polit-
ically correct notions. The his-
tory that is taught in too many
of our schools is a history that
emphasizes everything that
has gone bad, or can be made
to look bad, in America — and
that gives little, if any, atten-
tion to the great achievements
of this country.
If you think that is an ex-

aggeration, read “A People’s
History of the United States”
by Howard Zinn. As someone
who used to read translations
of official Communist newspa-
pers in the days of the Soviet
Union, I know that those pa-
pers’ attempts to degrade the
United States did not sink as
low as Howard Zinn’s book.
That book has sold mil-

lions of copies, poisoning the
minds of millions of students
in schools and colleges.
This book enables teachers
to think of themselves as
“agents of change,” without
having accountability.
Even in the face of mortal

dangers, political correctness
forbids us to use words like
“terrorist” when the approved
euphemism is “militant.”
Some think that we must

tiptoe around in our own
country, lest foreigners liv-
ing here or visiting here be
offended by the sight of an
American flag or a Christmas
tree in some institutions.
In France between the two

WorldWars, the teachers’
union decided that schools
should replace patriotism
with internationalism and
pacifism. Books that told the
story of the heroic defense of
French soldiers against the
German invaders at Verdun in
1916, despite suffering massive
casualties, were replaced by
books that spoke impartially.
Germany invaded France

again in 1940, and this time
the world was shocked when
the French surrendered after
just 6 weeks of fighting— es-
pecially since military experts
expected France to win. But
two decades of undermining
French patriotism and morale
had done their work.
American schools today are

similarly undermining Amer-
ican society as one unworthy
of defending. If there were
nuclear attacks on American
cities, how long would it take
for us to surrender, even if we
had nuclear superiority?

Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow at the Hoover
Institution at Stanford University. His website is
www.tsowell.com.
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Girl Scouts build courage, confidence and character

JOE HERMITT, PennLive.com, 2012

It’s Girl Scout cookie season in central Pennsylvania,
and the money you use to buy Thin Mints and
Tagalongs helps the girls and the community.
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