
 

 

July 29, 2013 
 

Target 

360 East Waterfront Dr. 

Homestead, PA 15120 

Attn: Lindsey Allanson, Store Manager 
 

Dear Ms. Allanson: 

 

As one of the top retailers in the local community and the country (with $73.3 billion in 

revenue for 2012), you are an industry leader. With great power in the market place comes 

great responsibility. We know you value the opinions of your costumers and community 

members; therefore, we are asking you to “Mind the Store” and address the Hazardous 100+ 

toxic chemicals found in various consumer products.  

 

Our organization, Women for a Healthy Environment (WHE), is working with numerous other 

organizations to protect consumer health and the environment from dangerous chemicals 

found in store products. WHE is a state liaison for the national Safer Chemicals, Healthy 

Families campaign which recently launched the “Mind the Store” campaign.  

 

We appreciate the proactive efforts Target has already taken to reduce its environmental 

impact and improve sustainability across your supply chain. In particular, we applaud Target’s 

success in taking action to eliminate PVC from store-brand children’s lunchboxes, utensils, 

and other products, as well as the company’s commitment to eliminate cadmium from jewelry 

and accessories.  

 

Although a move in the right direction, these measures are not enough, and we ask you to take 

additional steps to remove hazardous chemicals in the products you sell. For example, based 

on a 2012 retailer report from the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, a wide variety of products on 

your shelves still contain chemicals of concern. During our recent visit to the Target in 

Homestead (Waterfront), we noted that Up and Up was no exception, with chemicals of high 

concern contained in Target’s personal care products.  

 

We have attached a list of the Hazardous 100+ chemicals. Most of the compounds on this list 

have been formally identified as harmful by at least two authoritative governmental bodies 

based on strong and credible scientific evidence.  

 

We request that you determine whether any of the Hazardous 100+ are present in the products 

you sell, including product parts and packaging, and if so that you develop a public action plan 

that includes a timeline to address these chemicals, including reducing, elimination, or safely 

substitution the chemicals as appropriate. 
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You have the ability—and the responsibility—to work with your suppliers to replace 

hazardous chemicals with truly safer alternatives, or to stop selling their products. In doing 

so, you will not only please your valued customers, but also help reduce the costs that may 

be associated with carrying toxic chemicals in your stores. 

 

Every day, consumers make choices about the products they buy and bring into their 

homes. We, as a nation, have become increasingly concerned about the links between toxic 

chemicals and rising adverse health trends in the United States. Unfortunately, it is difficult 

for us to know if items in your store contain chemicals that may put our health, our 

communities, and our environment at risk. 

 

We understand that your company, too, must make choices, and face some of the same 

challenges. Due to our lax and broken federal laws, consumers and retailers don’t have 

access to basic health and safety information on toxic chemicals.  

 

By asking your suppliers to move away from the Hazardous 100+ toxic chemicals, you can 

be a leader in protecting your customers, stakeholders, and the environment. Please help 

make sure that the products sold in your store are free from hazardous chemicals.  

 

Thank you for your serious consideration of this commitment. Please contact us at 412-

420-2290 or by email at michelle@womenforahealthyenvironment.org. We look forward 

to hearing from you. 

 

With much gratitude, 

               Tracy Sun 

Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis    Tracy Sun 

Executive Director     WHE Intern 

 

  

Enclosure: Hazardous 100+ List of Chemicals of High Concern 
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