
2012 CSBC Symposium Highlights 

In recent years, we have been fortunate to host a number of international guest speakers, 
whose presentations illustrate that the boating safety challenges we face here in Canada are 
much the same the world over. Happily, so are many of the potential solutions. Our annual 
‘meeting of boating minds’ is an invaluable opportunity to reflect on not only our respective 
challenges, but on our innovative ways to address them as well. This year, some of our 
speakers also tackled the psychology of boater behaviour, key to making a difference to safety 
on the water. 

The US Coast Guard’s Jeff Hoedt is fast becoming a regular at our flagship meeting, and his 
presentation this year was again both insightful and engaging. Mr. Hoedt shared with delegates 

the status of several boating safety initiatives in 
the United States, and the challenges his 
organization is facing in helping to reduce 
fatalities and change behaviour.  He reinforced 
an aggressive stance being taken on the 
collection data and the priority his organization 
places on good data and evidence in support of 
boating safety initiatives. An example of this is 
the value and effectiveness of a biannual 
national survey now in place that identifies 
boating trends.  

Howard Glenn of the Office of Boating Safety and Maritime Affairs for Australia’s state of New 
South Wales reported all-too-familiar statistics to delegates: almost all boating deaths in New 
South Wales occurred while the victim was not wearing a lifejacket. That said, state rules 
governing lifejackets are so complicated that wear rates are high because boaters don’t want to 
risk being fined.  

Peter Chennell, with the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in the UK, noted that volunteer 
organizations provide lifesaving service to the leisure boating public, because the government is 
not legally obliged to do so. Due to fundraising challenges, they have found innovative ways to 
change boater behaviour – from the benign authority demonstrated by its safety officers when 
doing vessel safety checks to the Sea Safety Roadshow lifeboat stations at many popular 
beaches.  

Alistair Thomson, with Boating Safety New Zealand, covered the unique environmental 
conditions facing the recreational boater in New Zealand.  He reported that no vessel or 
operator licensing or registration requirements are in place there. Focus groups held with the 
country’s boaters tapped into the psychological challenges of getting members of this 
community to wear their lifejackets. 

The keynote address by Parachute’s Dr. Philip Groff also tackled the emotional and 
psychological aspect of boaters concerning lifejackets.  As in all efforts to stimulate change, the 



key is to convince individuals that there is a problem, that it’s their problem, that there’s a 
solution, and that they can implement it.  

Boating Safety Educator Bill Jennings of the Power Boating Academy asked delegates to 
consider the power of motivation over legislation to change boater behaviour about wearing 
lifejackets. His presentation also argued that legislation has several disadvantages. 

Barb Byers, Public Education Director with the Lifesaving Society and Ted Rankine of PlaySafe 
Productions shared with delegates the very successful CSBC poster campaign conducted 
earlier in the year, under the theme “Women as Influencers,” and a new section of the 
Smartboater.ca web site aimed at helping women effect behavioural change by loved ones. 

Once again, Dr. Gordon Giesbrecht’s Beyond Cold 
Water Boot Camp (held ahead of the Symposium’s 
formal start) was a huge success. An abbreviated 
version was held for the benefit of delegates on day 
two of the symposium.  

 

 

This year’s panel looked at trends in recreational boating and discussed what they might mean 
for the future.  The presentations and lively discussion gave delegates considerable food for 
thought. Ann MacDiarmid, a founding member of the Safe Quiet Lakes organization in the 
Muskoka Lakes, sees the trending growth in boating activity and its impact on local, year-round 
residents and presented innovative approaches for influencing behaviour at the local level. 
Sara Anghel, Executive Director of the National Marine Manufacturers Association – Canada, 
gave an overview of sales and demographic trends.  Promoting boater education is expected to 
remain challenging – and a continuing priority considering the popularity of boating is rising. As 
President of the Ontario Chinese Anglers Association, and a long-time sport fisherman in the 
province, Raymond Zee provided an inspiring example of an organization keeping up with the 
times and Canada’s changing demographics. Raymond and his organization reach out to new 
and experienced anglers in the Chinese community, promoting safety considerations as pivotal 
to enjoyment of the sport. Peter Garapick represented the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) and 
reported that boaters are increasingly using new technologies, particularly smartphones with 
Global Positioning Systems and other valuable applications. This makes it easier to track 
vessels in trouble. For its part, the CCG is looking at new approaches to communicating to keep 
up with technology, e.g. Tweet the weather or Notices to Ships. 

Last but not least, an update from Transport Canada spokesperson John Murray brought good 
news about the department’s commitment to continue to fund education and awareness projects 
that promote safe boating practices. Some $500K in Boating Safety Contribution Program 
funding has been set aside for the 2013-14 boating season; this will rise to $975K per year, 
beginning 2014-15 and beyond.  



Local media were out in force, attending both the Cold Water Boot Camp and Symposium 
sessions – we are grateful for their coverage which serves to raise awareness of boating safety 
issues.  

A report on the Symposium will be posted soon on the CSBC website at www.csbc.ca. 

 

http://www.csbc.ca/

