
This year’s Abilities Expo in New Jersey on May 3-5 was quite an event. Vendors plied their wares from high-
ticket items like home modifications and wheelchair vans to the least expensive items like t-shirts and special 
hand cream. Plus, there were plenty of opportunities to get involved in experiential workshops on all sorts of 
topics. Here are some of our top picks from the weekend:

Manual Wheelchair Skills for Everyone – All day every day, Empower Spinal Cord 
offered attendees 15-minute segments of one-on-one assistance to teach a skill they 
wanted to master. Participants learned about curb-hopping, fall recovery, wheelie  
management, and wheelchair maintenance (www.EmpowerSCI.org).  

Equine Assisted Therapy – Riding with HEART offers 
adaptive therapeutic riding and therapy programs to 
people with a range of disabilities, including autism,  
ADD/ADHD, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, spina

bifida, developmental delays, depression, and bereavement, to name a few.  
They also had some “minis” (miniature horses) at the show, and talked about  
how they perform as service and therapy animals (www.ridingwithheart.org,  
908-735-5912). Another equestrian program called Allie’s Kids was also there 
(www.allieskids.org).  

Colours Wheelchair – “Enjoy the Ride,” they say. This is one cool 
company. And they offer awesome wheelchairs with custom colors, 
dimensions and modifications to fit your lifestyle and physical abilities. 
Company rep Morgan rocks her chair. She said, “People see me coming 
first and then they see the chair” (www.colourswheelchair.com,  
800-892-8998). 

 Exercise Equipment – www.LoveHandlesRX.com attaches to
chairs and wheelchairs to provide upper-body and cardio workouts from a seated position. MOTOMed 
Movement Solutions has a line of equipment offering passive, motor-assisted and active resistive exercise  
(www.MotoAtHome.com, 866-738-6552). And www.WheelersParamill.com offers wheelchair accessible 
treadmills.

Assistance Dogs – Not only will they love you unconditionally for life, but 
assistance dogs can play a big part in increasing your independence. Both 
Canine Companions for Independence (www.cci.org) and Canine Partners 
for Life (www.k94life.org) gave demonstrations. 

Walker/Wheelchair Handbags – HDS Medallion 
showed a line of distinctive handbags for women to 
carry on their walkers, scooters, wheelchairs, strollers  
or other mobility aids. They come in diverse patterns, colors and trims, and are limited  
editions. The designer said the bags “marry fashion, fun and flair.” $44.95 - $79.95  
(www.hdsmedallion.com, 877-646-1941).

Accessible Travel – This was a hot topic, with four companies offering information and 
workshops: Easy Access Travel (www.easyaccesstravel.com); Wheelchair Escapes - 
specializing in cruises (www.wheelchairescapes.com, 866-382-3596); SATH – Society 
for Accessible Travel & Hospitality (www.sath.org, 212-447-7284), and ABLE to Travel 

(www.abletotravel.org).

Wheelchair Vans – Top manufacturer BraunAbility gave tips on how to choose the right accessible vehicle. 
They offered practical info about where to find the vans, key terminology, the shopping and evaluation  
process, and funding options. Of course, the Bussani Mobility Team was there, at our booth and at Braun’s  
(www.BussaniMobility.com).

Mobility Aids – www.EasyStand.com featured sit-to-stand technology. www.TheStandingCompany.com 
is the custom manufacturer of a standing wheelchair. Hill-Rom-Liko showed patient lifts, slings and transfer 
products for the home. www.Rifton.com offered its transfer equipment. www.SureHands.com featured lift 
solutions for both the home and professional markets. 

Power Soccer – The U.S. Power Soccer Association 
demonstrated how players combine their skills as 
wheelchair users with the speed and power of the 
chair itself to participate in this challenging and  
growing sport (www.powersoccerusa.net). 

T-Shirt Bazaar – Just for the fun of it, the T-Shirt 
bazaar by www.3Elove.com showcased colorful 
designs and was packed throughout the event. 

And the Face Painting was a blast for the kids. 

Communities & Resources – www.Abilities365.com is a comprehensive resource 
community for people with disabilities, their family and friends, and industry professionals. 
www.BackBonesOnline.com provides support, events and a connection point for 
people with spinal cord injuries; and they plan to have events in NYC by next summer. 
www.Thisabled.com is a web site by and for people with disabilities.  
www.DisabilityTodayNetwork.com brings together a ton of resources all in one  
place online.

I Rock My Life Center for Empowerment – Offering life strategy consulting and
training, this amazing company helps adults and teens with disabilities unlock their potential through  
one-on-one coaching, boot camps, seminars and webinars (www.IRMLCenter.com, 201-310-1779). 

We could go on and on. But that’s our quick wrap-up of some of the items featured at this year’s Abilities Expo 
New York Metro. As always, it was jam packed with ability-enhancing products and services.
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