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 Having grown up with liberal religious Easter celebrations, 
the eggs and the bunnies and all those older more pagan 
and life affirming things associated to Easter time, I don’t 
carry any baggage that might get in the way of a fresh look 
at this rich teaching story that the Christian Easter myth is 
built on.  
 
I was lucky enough to have had a grandfather who was a 
Congregational minister that taught me about Christian 
Easter. But I was also raised a Unitarian Universalist with a 
Unitarian minister as a father and a Reformed Jewish 
mother who taught me about Ishtar, the middle eastern 
goddess of fertility, where the root of the word Easter 
actually comes from. 
 
I became fascinated with these stories and in time learned 
numbers of others from various and different spiritual and 
religious perspectives.  But because we live here in the 
United States in a Christian context and the Christian 
Easter story is so apparent I was particularly interested in it. 
 
I want to be very clear here before I go any further, that I 
know that Easter is sacrosanct and very important for many 
people with Christian upbringings. So if you hold faith in 
this way please know what I offer today is in no way 
intended to make less of that. Today is not about changing 
anyone’s faith. It’s about opening a new way of 



understanding the teaching offered in this primary Christian 
story.   
 
In a liberal religious tradition such as ours all scriptures be 
they Egyptian, Hindu, Norse, Greek, Jewish, Christian or 
Islamic are open to exegesis; for those of you who don’t 
know this word, it means to engage in an interpretation or 
explanation of a particular text, often a specific portion of 
scripture. Today I want to do some exegesis. I want to offer 
a bit of a different spin on the old Christian Easter story.  
 
We don’t often get into Christian scripture in Unitarian 
Universalist churches and that is sad on the one hand but 
understandable on the other as the dogma and doctrine that 
has come to accompany these stories has made it difficult 
to look at them with unencumbered eyes. Still some of the 
more potent stories to be found in the  gospels are worth 
looking at in ways unlike the common teachings have 
offered us in the past.   
 
The Easter story is one of these. In Christian tradition it is a 
week long . It starts with what the Catholics call 
“Triumphant Entry” a section in the Gospels which refers 
to the week Jesus enters Jerusalem and is eventually 
arrested and crucified. All mainline Christian traditions 
hold to this story as a narrative because the primary 
Christian miracle, the resurrection of Jesus is found there.   
 
“Triumphant Entry” or the holy week narratives describe a 
lot of stuff that you really have to either understand 
as psychological metaphor or take on faith. And that is 



where I part with the common take on this story, I think the 
faith piece is not what’s important and in fact serves to 
diminish the real teaching of the story.  
 
 In this part of scripture Jesus does a number of his more 
political actions, things that we can easily understand in 
literal ways. So the question surfaces why put faith-based 
pieces, the miracles and that kind of stuff that stretch 
creditability into this narrative?  
 
Resurrection, which arguably is one of the most important 
pieces of this story for many seems out of place. As in fact 
many of the miracles which occur in new testament 
scripture do. To me they often seem as if they're placed for 
dramatic effect, rather than communicating any kind of 
actual event.  
 
Certainly the idea of resurrection had been a common 
feature in mythology or teaching stories for many years 
before Christian Scripture ever took it up. Examples of this 
up until the Christian Era were almost exclusively confined 
to mystical kinds of story, not found in day to day kind of 
narration tales. 
 
Stories it seems that had an influence on early Christianity. 
Take Rah, an Egyptian God, who was born human and 
killed, hidden in a tree where he is eventually found and 
resurrected from the dead by the goddess Isis. Later he 
becomes a god himself. Not so unlike the Jesus mythology.  
 
Rah’s story is almost identical to the story of Moses as 



well.  Both as infants are cast upon the Nile River in small 
boats, both found and nurtured into adulthood by royalty, 
both appointed to jobs by higher Gods.  However, Rah 
eventually resurrects as an immortal God where Moses is a 
messenger and never becomes more then human. 
 
Different from reincarnation or resurrection in the eastern 
sense, in the Christian story of resurrection gets attributed 
to a single human being Jesus.  
 
We as liberal religious folks are not confined by doctrine 
dogma creed -- beyond what we choose to be. We can take 
these stories or leave them. But myths of this nature can 
offer comfort in our often discomforting and/or abrasive 
reality. So the common story of Jesus’s crucifixion and 
resurrection the Easter tale does work for some, even that 
do not necessarily buy into it as documentary. Still this 
story of Jesus as we have all been taught to understand it is 
at best a flawed narrative or a poor myth.  
 
I have always been fascinated by the inconsistency of the 
Holy Week stories. None of the gospels Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, or John relates this portion of the Jesus narrative in 
the same way. 

  
Many things happen in this holy week with Jesus and 
perhaps that is key. That imbedded in the story is a whole 
larger tapestry were we should be looking, where what it 
showing us and has to teach us resides. Perhaps the 
principle of reductionism breaking this narrative down into 
component pieces which has been the traditional way of 



interpreting it, is where the true teaching got lost. 
 
If you can let go of all you think you know about Christian 
Easter and hear the story again as metaphor, there is very 
powerful teaching there. It is a recognition of human 
frailty. It is also a warning. These become clear when one 
can set aside the overlay of Church doctrine and 
liberalization of a mythic tale that has been erected around 
it.  
 
As a metaphor this story has a very important message. 
One that if it had been heard in the beginnings of 
Christianity there might have been a very different history 
for this religious tradition.  
 
So suspend all you know, or think you know about Easter 
and listen to the story revealed in ‘Triumphant entry’ 
narrative as if you were having it explained to you for the 
first time. 
 
Picture Jesus as he enters Jerusalem, full of himself after 
being raised up on a pedestal by his followers. As he travels 
the road toward Jerusalem he petitions his followers to steal 
a donkey for him so he can ride like the wealthy and 
powerful no longer willing to walk as he’d always 
done with the people who had been his partners on his 
journey of Love. It is here we see the narrators all four, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, start to chronicle signs of 
his changing persona.   
 
It is here where they start to understand that things are 



becoming different. That he is falling away from the 
teachings of love and sharing that have marked his journey 
to this point. The people now lay their cloths down in his 
path, as if he were a king among the peons.  The narrators 
watch all this and take particular note as he does things like 
cursing the fig tree because it will not bring its fruit to him 
out of season. And not just a simple curse but a curse for all 
eternity.   
 
Eventually he enters the temple and goes berserk turning 
over tables and proselytizing.  Finally coming to rest in a 
garden after a Passover Seder supper with his close 
followers. Then like a light going on he realizes he has 
gone too far and that he has no where to go but to answer 
for his actions.  During his repentance and remorse in the 
garden, the tone shifts in the gospel narrations.  
 
Jesus becomes solemn and withdrawn.  He pleads for this 
load to be lifted and cries tears of blood.  Like the soldier in 
the fox hole, he prays frantically for something, for 
someone, to "take this cup from me."  Finally he is taken 
from the garden and beaten tried and crucified.  And from 
this he is resurrected.  
 
The transformation in life reflected in this tale is a very 
powerful statement. It reflects our human process and the 
pitfalls in a very primary way.  The story of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem, reacting and responding in his passion, and then 
finally offending too many people and burning too many 
bridges for it to be OK anymore, is a story about the power 
of passion and pretense denial and delusion bias and self 



importance and the destruction all that can bring. It is a 
message to heed well.  
 
And then we see realization and true repentance, fear and 
sorrow.  Out of which must come resurrection. 
 
This portion of the Christian mythos speaks to the journey 
of life in community and the need to be cautious of our own 
biases and self assured stands.  It is a tale of how in life we 
buy into our own egos and let selfpromotion become 
psychotic and self destructive. Most of all it’s a lesson in 
the importance of humility.  
 
Traditionally humans have taught by such story and 
example. The triumphant entry is one such teaching 
story.  Like many parables in the Gospels this story is 
designed to teach a powerful truth a universal moral 
lesson.  Stories like this are meant to teach us things we all 
need to heed, each and every one of us as we journey 
through life. The triumphant entry narrative is a metaphor 
for the classic human journey. That of making mistakes and 
learning from them and how dramatic that process can be. 
A fable that reflects the power of change and makes known 
that fundamental changes are real, dramatic and often 
painful. But that we can be resurrected through them.  We 
are destined for resurrection in real time:  To be reborn into 
new and more reveling truths.  
 
I believe this is the lesson this section of the gospels was 
written to teach.  No matter how much you may think you 
are above the world and its foibles you can and will always 



be subject to the possibility of reality and the simple facts 
of life and death. 
  
Reading this story as a metaphor, as fable is powerful. It is 
a reflection of the human reality of change and how 
difficult it can be at times.  Change is not something that 
happens the ways we want it to most often. Mostly we learn 
to adapt to it, not direct it. So this idea of resurrection is a 
universal experience, one that can be tremendously difficult 
and fraught with question and pain. But it doesn't have to 
be, if we can learn from those stories that are designed to 
teach us its twists and turns. Like this one.  
 
Like any map it's not the territory, only a representation. 
But it is a helpful guide. In this story from the Christian 
gospels, the triumphant entry we can learn to watch 
ourselves and not to be too self important or self-
assured.  We can learn to be cautious.  We can learn to live 
life in community and not to separate ourselves too far 
from it. 
 
Most clearly from this story of the triumphant entry we can 
learn one of life’s most difficult lessons:  Not to buy into 
our own propaganda.  Jesus, who walked with the sick and 
slept with the homeless, lost his vision when he bought his 
own mythology.  His only salvation was to let his self-
made creation die and be born anew—changed and 
removed from the bonds that held him.  This is the 
teaching, a message of resurrection in real time. 
 
Right now we are all on the verge of resurrection.  What 



will it be for you? We all hold the ability to change, to 
resurrect something known, felt, buried deep under life’s 
layers. This is forever with us and you need not lose your 
life to experience it; to learn how to navigate life's currents 
and to come out on the far side renewed and 
better.  Though it is rarely recognized as the message it’s 
‘this secret’ held in these tales of resurrection, that you 
need not die in the body to resurrect your life anew. 
Though it may at times feel like it.  
 
If you are willing to be open to it, to let your self image 
step aside, opening the way for the next truth of your life to 
emerge, that is resurrection in real time; that is the teaching, 
that is the key, that is this Easter story,  
So may it be, Amen.  	  


