
Internal Audit Veterans Optimistic About Future of Industry – First Annual Internal 
Audit Case Competition 

By Fred Masci 
 

The Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) Atlanta Chapter held their first annual 
Internal Audit Case Competition on Friday, November 11 at the Georgia State 
University Buckhead campus. 
 
The event brought together the top ten 10 teams that were selected by the panel of 

judges from the nineteen teams that had 
submitted cases.  The Case Competition 
was open to all accounting/business 
students throughout the state of Georgia 
and these top ten teams represented six 
of the best accounting/business schools 
in Georgia.  “What was impressive is that 
we had a strong cross-section of the top 
universities in Georgia represented, said 
Sterling Roth, case competition judge and 
chief audit officer at Georgia State 
University.  “This makes me proud of the 
higher education system in Georgia.” 
 

Competing students represented the best and brightest from across the state.  Each 
team of three presented for no longer than 15 minutes on the given case with five 
minutes allotted for the judges’ questions.  “I was very impressed with all of the 
presentations,” said Keith Ordan, staffing partner of The Intersect Group, a national 
finance, accounting and IT staffing and consulting firm and one of the seven 
sponsors of the competition.  “All of the 
participants did a remarkable job.  I know it’s 
nerve-racking to stand in front of executives and 
present, but all maintained composure and have 
great futures ahead of them.” 
 
Veterans in the internal audit industry were also 
more than pleased with the performance of the 
students who participated in the Internal Audit 
Case Competition.  “If these students and their 
presentations are any indication then I think the 
future of the business profession is in very good 
hands,” said Paul Sobel, vice president of internal 

audit at Georgia Pacific.  “I felt really good about 
the insights the students had and the way they 
grasped how to take IIA Standards and apply 
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them to real-life situations, which makes me bullish about the future of the 
profession.” 
 
As the role of internal audit continues to shift and become more important to the 
overall business function there will be an increased demand for individuals with 
experience in the field and it is a goal of the IIA Atlanta Chapter to ensure that there 
are qualified individuals to fill those positions.  Through events such as the Internal 
Audit Case Competition, the Atlanta Chapter can expose and advocate for the 
internal audit profession while providing top students with real-world experience in 
the field.  “In 2011, 47 percent of Atlanta CFOs indicated that they were increasing 
finance and accounting staff, according to a survey released by The Intersect Group,” 
said Ordan.  “Of that 47 percent hiring, about 30 percent were hiring entry level 
positions, meaning there is immense opportunity for young people today in finance 
and accounting.” 
 
Even today we are seeing internal audit play a more important role than ever before 
as companies continue to face a tough economy.  “Internal auditing can help 

companies stay out of trouble and 
improve their business,” said Brian Lay, 
executive director of advisory services at 
Ernst & Young.  “Internal auditing can 
really help organizations at any stage in 
the business lifecycle, whether that 
business is getting better and growing or 
whether the business is trying to cut back, 
so it is a great profession to be in.” 
 
While during the event students acquired 
real-life experiences in internal audit, the 

competition and following reception served as an incredible networking 
opportunity for students who had the chance to meet and speak with many of the 
top internal audit executives in Georgia.  In addition, many companies in attendance 
used the event to scout for future stars in the industry, with one attendee having 
pinpointed five or six students he would consider hiring. 
 
At the end of the night the first place prize of $1000 per student, presented by Ernst 
& Young, was awarded to the team from the University of Georgia.  The team 
consisted of students Alexander Pirie, Eugene Kim and David Barker and faculty 
advisor Dr. Dennis Beresford, 
Professor of Accounting.  The second 
place prize of $500 per student, 
presented by the IIA Atlanta Chapter 
was awarded to one of the three 
teams representing Kennesaw State 
University.  The team consisted of 
students Laura Moltzen, Anusha 
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Pallamreddy and Aaron Eakins and faculty advisor, Dr. Richard Clune, Associate 
Professor of Accounting.  Dr. Clune is also the Director of KSU’s Internal Audit 
Center. 
 
The IIA event would not have been possible without the support of all its sponsors 
such as Ernst & Young, The Intersect Group, Southern Company, Georgia-Pacific, 
Georgia State University, Audimation Services (Idea Data Analysis Software) and the 
IIA Atlanta Chapter. 
 
The IIA Atlanta Chapter is anxious for next year’s event and plans to continue the 
Internal Audit Case Competition as an ongoing event with aspirations that the event 
will grow regionally or even nationally in the next few years. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 


