
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      January 30, 2012 
 
 
 
His Excellency Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C.  20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
 I am writing you as Co-Chair of the Health Exchange Study Committee of the Illinois 
General Assembly (Co-Chair with Sen. Bill Brady, Rep. Frank Mautino and Rep. JoAnn Osmond).  
The Health Exchange Study Committee was created by the Illinois General Assembly, as a 
bipartisan committee, to study whether a health exchange should be implemented in Illinois 
pursuant to the Federal Affordable Care Act and decide how that implementation should take 
place. 
 
 Thus, I was shocked to learn of  the Order issued by Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Kathleen Sebelius, directing that the vast majority of employers in the United States  must 
provide insurance coverage, with no co-pays, for services such as sterilization, contraceptives and 
abortion-inducing drugs. 
 
 This Order clearly and dramatically impacts many churches and denominations, and their 
agencies, which includes religion affiliated hospitals, schools and universities.  This Order places 
the aforesaid institutions in the position of forcing them to provide, and pay for, services which 
seriously violate their long-held religious beliefs and practices. 
 
 Hence, the United States Government, by this Order, and through the Affordable Care Act, 
is violating the First Amendment rights of millions of your citizens.  As Bishop Thomas John 
Paprocki of Illinois states, “Forcing all of us to buy coverage for sterilization and contraceptives, 
including drugs that induce abortion, is a radical incursion into freedom of conscience.  Never 
before in U.S. history has the federal government forced citizens to directly purchase what violates 
their beliefs”. 
 
 It should go without saying, that the controversy now created by this Order will most 
certainly engulf the entire debate surrounding national healthcare, as well as the implementation of 
an exchange in Illinois.  To say that this is an improvident decision is an understatement. 
 
 This Order will also clearly threaten the ability of religiously-affiliated institutions to 
provide health and educational services to the general public, especially the poor. 
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 This again contradicts the long-held mission of federal, state and local governments to 
provide affordable health care to the most vulnerable of our citizens. 
 
 Similarly, Secretary Sebelius’ Order and mandate will result in increased costs to premium 
payers, including those providing privately-held insurance policies, as well as those in group plans, 
government insurance policies, as well as private sector employers.  These services are expensive; 
and the mandate, especially absent any co-pays, will most certainly add to that expense.  This all 
seems to be contradictory to the stated purpose of the Affordable Care Act which was to lower 
healthcare costs and make healthcare affordable. 
 
 Last of all, in my opinion, this Order by Secretary Sebelius is unnecessary on its face since 
these services are available to citizens across the United States without the controversial Order and 
mandate.  Insurance policies may be obtained at the present time providing all of these procedures 
and there has been no showing that there has been an injurious impact on large groups of citizens 
in the current insurance market.  In short, they are available now without this requirement, and 
they are available without violating anyone’s conscience or without undue cost to employers or 
privately obtained insurance policies. 
 
 Therefore, because of all of the aforesaid considerations, but, primarily, because it violates 
the conscience of so many citizens, I hereby respectfully ask that you overrule and rescind 
Secretary Sebelius’ improvidently issued decree. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
   William R. Haine 
   Illinois State Senator – 56th District 
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Cc:  U. S. Congressman Jerry Costello 
        U. S. Congressman John Shimkus 
        U. S. Senator Richard Durbin 
        U. S. Senator Timothy Johnson 
        U. S. Senator Mark Kirk 
        Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
 
  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	   	  


