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FACULTY 

Grants 
Elizabeth Dugan, Gerontology Institute, will lead a group of researchers on a project studying 
healthy aging in Massachusetts.  Funded by The Tufts Health Plan Foundation (THPF), the 
researchers are now developing the methodology for reporting on key indicators of healthy aging 
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Preliminary research involves establishing feasibility, 
data acquisition and querying key stakeholders on what information is most needed to advance 
healthy aging in the state. The initiative is a major endeavor of the foundation and will be 
formally announced at the 3rd Annual Forum on Healthy Aging on December 10, 2012. 

Presentations 
Anamarija Frankic, Center for Governance and Sustainability and director of the Green 
Harbors Project, was invited to participate at Splash!, a conference focused on water, the 
environment, and related careers that the EPA organized at Roxbury Community College on 
October 2. This conference and water fair was devoted to informing and engaging youth in 
activities, demonstrations, and talks on the water, environment, and careers in water 
management. 

Publications 
Anamarija Frankic, Center for Governance and Sustainability, penned the October 27 
article, “Universities as Living Labs for Sustainable Solutions” posted on the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education website. 

PROGRAMS 

The Center for Social Policy celebrated its 20th anniversary on October 17 with a celebration 
honoring five leaders who have advanced social and economic justice: Representative Barney 
Frank, senior scholar Chuck Collins, local businessman John Connors, and center associates 
Julia Tripp and Elaine Werby.  Frank also received the Chancellor’s Medal for Exemplary 
Leadership at the event. 

The Center for Social Policy released a joint report commissioned by the Eos Foundation to 
inform their anti-hunger initiatives.  The research report prepared with MassBudget and the 
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, “Breakfast and Lunch Participation in Massachusetts 
Schools”, provides an overview of the programs, detailed enrollment and participation data, 
extensive information gathered from in-depth case studies of elementary and middle schools in 
three Massachusetts school districts, and examination of Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) policies, including their potential for improving children's participation in 
school food programs. Center Director Donna Haig Friedman contributed to the research 
project. 



The Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy, Department of Women's Studies, 
Department of Political Science, and University College co-hosted a talk and book signing 
featuring journalist and political commentator Linda Killian, who discussed her most recent 
book, The Swing Vote: The Untapped Power of Independents and offered insightful analysis of 
the U.S. Senate race in Massachusetts as well as the Presidential race. The October 23 event was 
the first in a five-part series sponsored by the enter, "Leading Women: A Speaker and Film 
Series on Women’s Public Leadership".   

A Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy study went “viral after an offhand remark 
by Mitt Romney during a recent presidential debate. The former Massachusetts governor sparked 
an Internet firestorm with his response to a town-hall question on pay equity for women. 
Romney said his administration actively sought women to fill key positions in state government. 
The resumes came pouring in, he said, and soon Massachusetts had ‘binders full of women’ 
applying for top jobs.”  The center’s report was downloaded more than 3500 times in October.  
(Quotations from news story by Zach Herman, “Romney’s ‘Binders’ Comment Puts UMass 
Boston Study in Spotlight”) 

Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy published a two-page fact sheet on “Women’s 
Political Leadership in Massachusetts” as part of its Political Progress for New England Women 
Project. Their research provides comparisons on the numbers of women in the legislature from 
1979 to the present and in municipal offices for the past ten years.  Research Associates Paige 
Ransford, Meryl Thompson and Research Intern Sarah Healey also analyzed data on 
Massachusetts mayors (currently 19.6% female) and on women of color in elective office 
(currently 20.8%).  The fact sheet is posted on their website: 
http://www.umb.edu/editor_uploads/images/centers_institutes/center_women_politics/Womens_
Political_Leadershipin_MA_fact_sheet.pdf 

Commonwealth Compact celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with a guest lecture by its 
Executive Director Georgianna Melendez and Josiane Martinez from Office of Refugees and 
Immigrants.  The October 15 event took place at the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind 
and focused on the path to leadership. 

The Department of Conflict Resolution, Human Security and Global Governance co-
sponsored with Denmark’s Aalborg University the lecture, “Economic Crises & Regional 
Rebalancing/Reordering: From Trans-Atlantic to Global South?” on October 25. 

The Department of Conflict Resolution, Human Security and Global Governance and 
Center for Peace Democracy and Development sponsored a guest lecture on October 25, 
“Africa’s New Revolution: A Conversation with Gebreselaisse Yosief Tesfamichael.”  The 
former finance minister of Eritrea shared his thoughts with students and faculty on what might be 
done to limit the violence and make sure governments across the continent continue to provide 
for their citizens.  

The Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Management associates are busy with several 
executive searches including those for chief financial officer in New Bedford, city auditor in 
Worcester, executive director of housing in Medford, town administrator in Sherborn, and town 



managers in Bridgewater and Reading.  Center staff also completed a report for Somerville’s 
Municipal Compensation Advisory Board. 

The Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Management hosted a “StatNet Meeting on 
Performance Management of Municipal Police Departments” on October 25 at the Charlton 
Public Library.  The purpose of the meeting was to teach municipal employees how to use data 
to drive better decisions on police overtime, scheduling, crime analysis, and more.  

The Gerontology Institute hosted a colloquium on “Pathways to Health in Adulthood: 
Protective Resources and Resilience” on October 15. 

The Gerontology Institute and Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy and  the 
Eastern Massachusetts Older Women’s League co-sponsored, "Women: Your Power, Your 
Issues, Your Election" on October 17. Over 40 women ranging from 20 to 80 years of age 
gathered in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library as featured guest speaker Alice K. Wolf, 
state representative from the 25th Middlesex District in Cambridge, discussed her experiences 
and perspective on women in politics. 

The Graduate Programs in Conflict Resolution hosted "Conflict Studies: The New Generation 
of Ideas," a conference that brought together graduate students and program alumni to participate 
in a variety of knowledge-building and career-enhancing activities and discussions. A biennial 
event initiated in 1996, this year’s conference brought more than 120 participants from 13 
countries and 46 universities to campus on October 19 and 20. Eighty authors presented 77 
papers on topics such as environmental and natural resources, identity, law and justice, education 
and training, media and conflict, women and conflict, human rights, and language and 
communication. 

Padraig O’Malley, Moakley Chair for Peace and Reconciliation, hosted delegates from 11 
divided cities in early October for a six-day conference in Kirkuk, Iraq. Representatives shared 
their experiences dealing with similar divisions that tore their own countries apart in decades of 
war and worked to help Kirkuk find ways to settle its problems before the city explodes in 
violence and Kurdistan, along with the central government, become embroiled in another war. 

STUDENTS AND ALUMNI 

Belle Abaya, alumna of the Graduate Program in Conflict Resolution, lost her battle with 
cancer.  Abaya was a prominent Philippine mediator, spokesperson for President Fidel Ramos, 
and most recently, presidential advisor on the peace process. In recognition of her work, Ms. 
Abaya was awarded the Presidential Order of Lakandula, rank of Bayani or “National Hero”.   

Debidatta Aurobinda Mahapatra, PhD candidate in Global Governance and Human 
Security, edited the book Conflict and Peace in Eurasia published this month by Routledge. 
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