
Stewards of Your Generosity –  
How we make sure your donation makes a big difference 
(continued) 
 
  
How does the Foundation know which organizations warrant help?  
Based on needs assessments developed by various government and breast cancer 
advocacy groups, we evaluate the most urgent needs within the nine Bay Area counties 
that we serve. For instance, when state budget cuts targeted diagnostic testing for 
women under 40 we focused our grants on that need, or when the economic downturn 
and soaring medical costs meant more people needed emergency services to help with 
rent, utilities, insurance or treatments we offered support to organizations that provide 
relief in those areas. 
 
How do you know your donations are being used responsibly?  
Every December, an application for grant money is posted on our website identifying 
our current focus as well as outreach to previous grantees and applicants to make sure 
they are notified of our process and criteria. Grant applicants are required to provide 
financials, documentation of nonprofit status, specific impact of grant money, etc., for 
our use in determining their ability to be good stewards of our funds.  
 
Then our Grants Committee goes to work. This group includes community leaders, 
breast cancer survivors, medical personnel including a breast oncologist surgeon and 
radiation oncologist, as well as current and past board members, reviews all 
applications and assesses the needs of each request.  Based on a thorough analysis, 
the Committee decides which organizations will receive funds and determines the 
amounts to be granted. These funds are awarded to the grantee that will provide 
support services directly to people in need. The funds do not go toward salaries or 
marketing and are restricted to the areas that have been identified in the needs 
assessment.   

Continuous monitoring and reporting 

To Celebrate Life Breast Cancer Foundation is the dedicated steward of your financial 
generosity.  Careful and continuous monitoring by the Grants Review Committee, and 
grantee reporting on a quarterly basis, along with annual site visits conducted by the 
Foundation Board and Grants Committee, ensure that the funds are being used 
appropriately.  With our careful selection process and meticulous follow up, you can be 
certain that your contributions are helping people with real needs, throughout the 
communities we serve.   
 
“Our long-time sponsorship of the To Celebrate Life Breast Cancer Foundation reaffirms the vital work of 
this outstanding Bay Area organization. We are proud to support its commitment to enriching the lives of 
women and men affected by the disease.” 

– Julie Wilder 
Community Relations 
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