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Children’s Progress Update: 
Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program, 2012-13 
 

Pennsylvania’s Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program (HSSAP) provides state funding to Head Start 
programs to serve three- and four-year olds living in families at or below 130 percent of the poverty level 
with comprehensive education, health, nutrition, and parent involvement services. In 2012-13, approximately 
4,500 children received services through HSSAP funding in 41 programs in 47 counties. More than 36,500 
children received Head Start services through combined federal and state funding in Pennsylvania. 
 
As part of the evidence-based standards of HSSAP, teachers assess a child’s progress throughout the school 
year and use this information to guide classroom instruction and inform and engage families in a child’s 
learning.  
 

The percentage of four-year olds with proficient academic and social skills more than 
tripled to 76 percent after participating in Head Start Supplemental Assistance programs in 
2012-13. In fact, there was a six-fold increase in the percentage of children with proficient 
mathematical thinking skills.1  

 The percent of children with proficient 
language and literacy skills increased from 
17 percent in the fall to 80 percent in the 
spring. 

 The percent of children with proficient 
mathematical thinking skills increased from 
12 percent in the fall to 76 percent in the 
spring. 

 The percent of children with proficient social 
and emotional skills increased from 26 
percent in the fall to 85 percent in the spring. 

 The percent of children with proficient 
scientific thinking skills increased from 15 
percent in the fall to 79 percent in the spring. 

 
Having my son in Head Start for two years was a great experience for us both. Eliel absolutely loves school 
and learning because of his teacher’s methods in the classroom and her ways with her students. My son had 
a speech impediment and was very, very, shy, but he broke out of his shell and is now great with words and 
memory due to her teaching. Eliel was also physically violent his first year in Head Start and didn’t like to 
share but thanks to his teacher he learned to use his words and is now respectful towards others and initiates 
sharing with classmates.  

 

Not only did she teach him social skills, but he learned 
how to write his first name when he was three yrs old and 
his full name by the time he turned four. He was well 
prepared for Kindergarten, loves school, and is 
motivated to learn thanks to his Head Start teacher.                        
Mom, Lancaster County 

Nearly all (95 percent) parents felt the 
Head Start Supplemental Program helped 

them use information on their child’s 
performance to support their learning and 
development at home and provided ways 
for them to get involved in the program.2 


