
West Chester Area Day Care Center is recipient child care center of the Child Care 
Advocate Award given in memory of Anne O. Krancer  

The Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care Foundation has chosen West Chester Area Day Care Center to 
be the recipient child care center of the Child Care Advocate Award given annually in memory 
of Anne O. Krancer. This award is presented to a nonprofit, nonsectarian child care center that 
provides high-quality child care and educational services; and provides an environment that 
nurtures children and stimulates growth and creativity. 

The award provides for the purchase of durable equipment for use in the child care center to 
improve the quality of early care and education for its children. 

Wendy Twing, daughter of Anne O. Krancer for whom the award is named, presented the 
award along with Al Becker, this year’s Child Care Advocate award recipient to Center Director 
Betsy Billie.  Betsy and her staff choose a Multi-use Becker’s Literacy Lounge.  The literacy 
lounge is a Becker’s School Supplies original design versatile book/puzzle storage unit created 
to provide children with a place for leisure reading, quiet time or with its sheer canopy top-used 
for dramatic play.  The sheer canopy top can be draped in multiple ways that providing endless 
design options for the classroom. 

West Chester Area Day Care Center is a non-profit childcare program that provides high-quality, 
early childhood education programming that promotes the development of children 
emotionally, socially, intellectually, and physically in a safe and nurturing environment. They 
offer all parents affordable childcare with special emphasis on those with the greatest financial 
need. 

The center’s enrollment is geared toward low-income families in Chester County, including 
many families from shelters.  The center doesn’t impose any cap on the number of children on 
subsidies it will accept.  It does not charge the families the difference from what they receive as 
reimbursement from the state.  They do offer scholarships to families in financial crisis, and 
they keep their rates low for families that have not yet been accepted for subsidized care. Betsy 
Billie, her staff and the Center’s Board of Directors emphasize quality care for the entire low-
income population.  Families that are low-income are more susceptible to substandard services; 
therefore the center works hard to change that trend. As Betsy Billie said, “Families in need or 
in financial crisis are our highest priorities”. 

The TLLCCF staff, Al Becker and Wendy Twing upon visiting the center were given a warm 
welcome and a tour of the center.  As we walked through the center, Betsy told us that most of 
the staff had been there for at least eight years.  They have their own chef who prepares 
breakfast, snacks and lunch each day for the entire center, and addresses the nutritional needs 
of every child in their care.  As Betsy noted, “These are crucial years of early development for 
the children and by providing free, nutritionally balanced breakfast, lunch and snack including 
formula for our infants, every single child eats for free and eats well.” 



She continued, “We work closely with all early intervention programs to help meet the specific 
needs some of our children require. These teams work on the premises and with our teachers 
and families to ensure every child is getting their developmental needs met. We also work with 
West Chester University and are a field placement for students in the Departments of Early and 
Middle Grades Education, Psychology and Nursing illustrating our dedication to better train 
people in careers that will work with children.” 

The center employs experienced, educated teachers and has an extremely low turnover rate. 
This past year, the center achieved the high rating of becoming a Keystone Star 3 Center. 
Earning the Keystone Star 3 rating means the center has gone above and beyond licensing 
requirements and are providing a very high quality program for the families they serve. Betsy 
noted, “We provide all of the children, especially those at-risk, with the early educational 
foundation needed for building their future learning and increasing their potential for success in 
school.” 

“The Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care Foundation is proud to honor the West Chester Area Day Care 
Center.  Betsy Billie and her staff and the board of directors clearly know that providing at-risk children 
with a high-quality early care and education experience provides a long lasting positive affect that 
benefits the children, the families and the community at-large,” stated Allan Miller, executive director of 
the Terri Lynne Lokoff Child Care Foundation. 
 


