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Department of Public Information Youth Orientation Program 

By Diana Cavallo and Jenna Vaccaro  

(WNBA UN DPI Youth Representatives) 

On 28 February, we joined our fellow UN DPI Youth Advocates at the Youth Orientation 

Programme. Held at UN Church Centre in New York City, the orientation serves as a day of 

welcoming new advocates and ushering the program into its second year. 

The day began with a Literal Networking Session lead by NGO Relations Chief, Maria- Luisa 

Chávez. The youth representatives stood in a circle and introduced themselves and their 

organizations by tossing a ball of yarn back and forth, holding onto the string. This created a 

literal web between us, underscoring the need to share with each other and strengthen our 

communication. Following our introductions, we were treated to presentations by Maher Nasser, 

the Director of the Outreach Division of the DPI, and Ahmad Alhendawi, the Secretary General's 

Envoy on Youth. Both gentlemen spoke about their personal journeys and the role young people 

have in the United Nations. It would be an understatement to say that their talks were particularly 

inspiring to the audience of young delegates. 

 

The following panel of speakers discussed their roles within the United Nations, including 

Elizabeth Niland, Jean-Baptiste Bassene, and Charles Hitchhock. They shared their experiences 

of helping others abroad through international schools, the Peace Corps, and other NGOs, which 

led to their careers. It was motivating to learn that every small prospect can help build a career of 

opportunity in helping others. 

 

Next on the agenda were two presentations by youth representatives from the previous year. 

Natalia Saavedra, representing the International Health Awareness Network (IHAN), shared her 

experiences of attending UN conferences and meeting with experts on the health issues 

important to her organization. She emphasized the importance of putting oneself out there and 

networking with different people, in addition to the role luck played in her own opportunities. 

Austin Chu, of the Tzu Chi Foundation, expanded on this by saying that we make our own luck. 

It's true that we don't know what introductions might pay off, however if you don't try to get your 

organization's name out there, you've already lost the game. Austin explored the different ways 

in which youth representatives can work together: assisting at each other's volunteer events; 

organizing and running briefings; and using social media to share the tenants of the UNDPI. 

Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr are among the chief ways to spread the DPI's message. 

Following a brief lunch, Matthew Sullivan, Inspector of Operations, and Tony Barzelatto, Safety 

Inspector, began the afternoon sessions by discussing security at the UN. Sullivan and Barzelatto 

urged the audience to always be aware of their surroundings, both inside of the UN and on the 

streets of New York. They detailed procedures for fire drills, how to appropriately respond in 

emergencies and how to stay safe, while enjoying spring in Manhattan. Simple measures like 

acknowledging where the exits are in a building, or alerting security officials to suspicious 

behavior could help save lives. 

 

Felipe Queipo, NGO Department of Public Information Assistant, led the next discussion. 

Queipo explained the many social media initiatives that the UN has taken to create an online 

presence and a community of shared information. In this social media world, "anyone can be a 

journalist," Queipo said. He currently operates the DPI's Facebook, Twitter and Tumblr 

http://www.un.org/en/hq/dpi/od.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/hq/dpi/od.shtml
http://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/
http://tinyurl.com/bndlthl
http://www.us.tzuchi.org/us/en
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accounts, and many representatives, including us, were tweeting information live from the event 

with the hashtag, #DPINGO. 

 

Natalie Alexander, Associate Editor, and Janet Mason, Editorial Intern, presented information 

about the UN Calendar app and UN Yearbook. The calendar app is available on the iPhone and 

iPad and was created to keep people informed of the United Nation's celebratory days and 

observances. This is a free, interactive app that also links users to videos, pictures and other 

websites related to the UN. The UN Yearbook has been published since 1947 and records the 

work of the General Assembly, Security Council and Economic and Social Councils. Alexander 

and Mason encouraged representatives to view the yearbook online to learn more about crucial 

decisions made regarding human rights matters. 

 

We then transferred venues to the DPI/NGO Resource Center in the main United Nations 

building for interactive, youth representative workshops facilitated by Amanda Nesheiwat, a 

NGO youth representative for the Foundation for Post-Conflict Development. This provided 

further opportunities for advocates to brainstorm future event and program ideas. After a day of 

many insightful presentations, answers varied when representatives were asked what they 

thought were the most important vital lessons of the orientation. Many acknowledged the need to 

network with other youth to see the efficient distribution of information and assistance; others 

recounted the usefulness of social media in aiding new initiatives. As WNBA youth 

representatives, we will continue to attend UN Youth Briefings in order to become more 

involved in literacy and women's rights-related programs. 

 

http://unyearbook.un.org/
http://www.postconflictdev.org/

